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:^iinano liumung iYlate: 

The IMF’s Nightmare? 

Eresident Hints at a Backer of State Control 


By Paul Blustein 

■ ■ WlahiHgton egg Service 

JAKARTA — President Suharto of 
inAwiwaa let it be known Tnasrigy that 
he intoids to serve a sevendi five-year 
term in office, and in a move that stined 
Quease among inttmational investms, 
he fainted that his choice for vice |nes- 
ideot is a stroi^-vnlled technology min- 
ister whose views are anath^a to the 
Tntamarinnal Mooetaiy Fund. 

The chaiiinan of the ruling Golkar 
pax^^Uarmoko, said after meeting with 
Sdharto that the president * *is ready 
to be nominaied die People’s Con- 
snltatire Assembly meeting’ in M^fa, 
which will be dorninatert snppurleis 
^ the 76 year-old leader. 

Mr. Suharto, who took control over 
the world's fourth most populous coun- 
try in 1966 after a militaiy coup, has 
faced a number of public calls recently 
for his rgignation or retirement as Ite 
country’s financial crisis has deqiened. 
But hfr. Hamidko said that a poll 
show^ *.*the majority of the people stiD 


Buder Calls 
Talks in Iraq 
Toughest Yet 

Ihcumentation on Arms 
Is SM Being Withheld 

By Baibara Crossette 

Ncif York Times Service 

BAGHDAD — In lallcs that Ridiatd 
Butler, the chief United Natioas weqwns 
inspecter, described as die toughest be 
hiw had smnp he iDok chaige of (fis- 
arming Iraq last year. agreemeDt was 
reached Theaday on how to b^in re- 
viewing Ba^idad’s asserdois that sane 
weapons had really been elimmaiied. 

But oaotinoes to refuse to 
provide more docnmentatkm to badk its 
cmicentions, Mr. Butler said in an In- 
terview. Ife called diis tactic an atnrn^ 
at ’’disarmament by declatalioa.'’ 

The talks are being held in an at- 
mosphere of heightra^ tearion be- 
cause of Ihu^ tbr^ to expel all arms 
inqiectors mthin six mondis if sanc- 
tions are not lifted. 

The issue of access te suspected 
weapoiri sites diat are still off-limits to 
inmectbis, including presidential 
pa]^, has been left to a final session. 
uN officials said diat Nfr. Butler would 
make Ae results of diose talks pnUic 


dad. He is doe to iqxat to the Seconty 
CouocQ in New York oa Friday. 

On Tuesday, Mr. ButlerrejMted Ir^ 
demands that Amerian U-2 snrveif- 
lance planes flying over Iraq for the UN 
be rralaced witii Russian or possibly 
FieiKm urcraft. He told Deputy Prime 
MinisterTUziq Aziz, who le^ the Ir^i 
del^atioo, be would look at other air- 
craft “But we would look at them to 
supntemeat, not iq)lace, the U-2s,” he 
said. 

'Tt’shiten pretty tougli this tfine," 
Mr. Butler said of the exchanges in the 
talks. ’’Iraq is pretty angry and wants to 
get Co tile end of the process. ” 

ha^ hte been under comprehensive 
sanctions (bat have crippled die ectm- 
omy hy baning the of oil ance 
Baghdad’s invasion of Kuwait in An- 
gnst 1990 and the Gulf War the next 
yev. To have the sanctions lifted. Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein’s government 
must convmce Mr. Butin’s commission 
that all its weqxms of masts destruction 
and means to mate more have been 
elimipated. Arms inspecters are far 
firm giving Iraq a clean bill of healtiL 

Neverihdess. Mr. Butler said, tiiere 
ve snne areas where the Iraq^ and the 
United 'Nations Special Commission 
that he httds are cl^ to agreement 

A review (tf Iraqi records on the qiec^ 
reteileiwaihnds built to deliver bio- 
logical and dieniical wecmons win bMin 
in two weds; Anevaluatiw of Iraq’s yX 
Dcrve gas program foDows. The bairn 
want to dose the files m both, and Mr. 
Butier cffied them ”r^ for study.” 

In b(^ cases, all five permanent 
tnembeis of the Security Council — 
Briiain, China, France, Russia and the 
United States — plus Germany will be 
t^^resenied on tiie technical evaluation 
tcsnis, and UN officials said. This 

See IRAQ, Page 7 
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want Suharto to be nominated as pres- 
ident** and that the Mr. Suharto ^will 
aco^” their trust in him 

Td^ much was widely eiqiected. But 
what is naweiwg the Jakarta nzznor "<«((« 
to weak overtime is speculation that Nfr. 
Snhtfto has settled on B. J. Haltiltie, the 
minister for research and technology', as 
his next vice president and presnined 
SDccessor. 

The annonneemenc fueled the rumors 
becanse Mr. Haimoko made public a list 
of more than a dozen ciitem that Mr. 
Suharto bad said his vice jxesident must 
have, and No. 4 on the list was **an 
underatanding of technological know- 
ledge for the benefit of foe 'national 
inteiesL” 

That would q^iear to point to Mr. 
Habibie, 61, whose most connovez^ 
moves have involved putting sovem- 
ment money into projects that he be- 
lieved would et^Ie Indonesia to 
leapfipg piast other countries in teeb- 
nologic^ advancemenL The best known 

See SUHARTO, P^e 6 



J.StBM Afffc w fciQ VA wn i Tw Iftri, 

Beiuaipin Netanyahu, and BUI CUnfaHi meetii^ Tuesday at the White House. An 
administration official said the Israli leader’s cool reception ezmstituted **snab diploma^.” 


Would-Be Hunmn Cloners Are Warned Off 


By Rick Weiss 

WashmglM Post Service 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration has decided that it has 
the authority to regulate human cloning, and 
agency officials are waroing diat it would be a 
violation of federal law to try foe procedure 
widibat tqipFOval. 

The declaration cemfinned what U.S. of- 


and thus requiriiig government apjxovaL 

Anyone who wants to attempt human clon- 
ing most aj^ly to the drug agency, which 
would tiien undertake a review, tte acting 
agency commissioner, I^chael Friedman, 
said in an interview Monday. Ihe agency will 
take anyone who fiuls to ffie tiuu application 
to court, he said. 

“Through the Food, Drug and Cosmetic 
Act we do have the authority to r^uiate 


fidals have hinted at since a Chicago-area . h uman cltMiing, and we are prepared to assert 


sdexitist annoonced this monfo that he would 
try to clone a perstML The officials see human 
cloning as presenting “serious healfo and 
safety issues” for the fonis and the mother 


that authority,” Mr. Friednian said. 

G. Richard Seed, a pfoysicist who has been' 
involved in fertility research since the early 
1970s, had declared his intention to prroceed 


with h uman cloning. He said in an interview 
that he would have to think about whether to 
challenge the agency’s legal interoretatioii, or 
simply move cloning effort offihore. 

‘ ‘I’m going to have to talk wifo a lawyer,” 
he said. “I’d have to evaluate on what basis 
they're saying diis — what clause of which 
law.” 

President Bill Clinton banned the use of 
federal funds ftx' h uman cltming research last 
Much, after scientists in Scotit^ atmounced 
they had cloned an adult sheep. But leg- 
isluion to ban privately financed human 

See CLONE, Pa^e 15 
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Stock prices of some major inter- 
national drug compnmes jumped 
Tuesday in anticiptation of a new 
round of takeover activity after 
SmithKlineBeechamPLC said it was 
fosenssing a possible merger wifo 
American Home Products Ooip. 

The combinatiQn, if coorqdeted, 
would create the worid’s hugest phar- 
maceotical ccaxqiaoy and underscore 
the intensifying pressure for eccno- 
mies of scale in the indnstzy. Otiier 
takeover qiecolation centered on s]uch 
drugmakers as Zeneca Grom) PLC and 
Bristol-Myers Squibb Co. Page 11. 




PC Titans Hook Up 
With Phone Firms 

The Gord: Supeifastbitemet Service 


By Seth Schiesel 

New York Viaes Service 


NEW YORK — Ihree titans of the counter indnstry have 
joined wifo most of the largest U.S. locattelephone conq)a- 
nies to enable consumers to receive Internet d^ over regruar 








't' 'v, 



acc^ing to executives invqw^ wifo the fllliancft 
Compaq Cotxq)Uter Coip.,*Intel Cwp. and Microsoft Coip. 
intend to announce the venture next week at a commn- 
nications conference in Washington, the executives said. 

The formation of foe group is one of tire most significant 
early moves in what promises to be a long battle between 
telephone companies and cable-television emopanies for 
ctwtrol of tbe inaiket feu high-speed access to foe InteroeL 
The executives said die ti^ companies, w^h set much of 
tile agenda in die emnputer industry, had taanwi ap wifo GTE 
Corp. and wifo four of die five legionai Bell telephone 
companies to set technical standards ftH* the next generation of 
Internet access through telephone lines. 

The group wants to have modems and software based on foe 
new standanls on store shelves by iwxt Christmas, the ex- 
ecutives said. If the group succeeds in popularizing the tech- 
nedogy, consumers oiuld get data such as World ^de Web 
pages fimn tile Internet at speeds as much as 30 times those of 
to&y's fastest modems. Pages tiiat now take minutes to view 
would appear on a computer’s screen almost instantly. 

Most important, pedi^, tbe new modems would ^ug into 

See NET, Pi^e 15 


An Initial Meeting 
Of Clinton and 
Netanyahu Yields 
Little Progress 

Comments Indicate Wide Gaps 
In the (7.5. and Israeli Positions; 

A Decision to Go to Peace^ 

By John F. Harris 

H'diitoijjltw Pita 5rn'i« 

WASHINGTON — President Bill Clinton and Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel met for nearly two 
hours in foe White House on Tuesday in a session that 
American officials had promised would include a blunt 
statement from Mr. Clinton about his unhafpiness over the 
fritering Mideast peace process. 

The meeting appeared to have yielded little progress, but an 
official in Mr. Netanyahu’s entourage said the two leaders 
would talk again later Tuesday at the Wliite House. 

“No agreement has yet been formulated,” Mr. Netanyahu 
told Israeli television in an interview granted immediately 
affer his initial talks with Mr. Clinton. 

He said there was “clear understanding” that Israel and the 
United States wanted to find a way to push Israeli-PLO talks 
toward a final peace senlemeoL Bui in comments suggesting 
wide gtq>s in foe Israeli and American positiems on how to 
open such talks, Mr. Netanyahu describe the meeting as an 
attempt for Mr. Clinton to “understand our considerations. ” 

Before foe session, Mr. Netanyahu pledged that his gov- 
ernment had “made a decision to go to peace” with Pal- 
estinians, and expressed confidence that, despite his weak 
position in foe Israli Pirliament, ‘ *I can muster the necessary 
support across the govenunent, across the coalition for 
something that would move tbe peace process forward, and 
rrudntain secure and defensible boundaries for Israel.” 

But American officials said prospects seemed dim that Mr. 
Netanyahu's definition of what would move the jxocess 
forward were aiQrthixig close to what the Clinton admin- 
istration is seeking. 

Administration officials said before the meeting that they 
expected Mr. Netanyahu to present a plan that would have 
Isi^l withdraw from less chan 10 percent of the West Bank, in 
exchange fix: new security assurances from the Palestinian 
Authority. Administration officials have said that foe with- 
drawal must be more than that to be credible. 

Mr. Clinton, recuniing to foe high-profile involvement in 
the peace process that he avoided far most of 1997, is 
sch^uled to meet with foe Palestinian Aufoority lea^r, 
Yasso* Arafat, at foe White Hoose on Thursday. 

Mr. Clinton ftetued a reporter’s suggestion that he was 
trying to put “pressure” on Mr. Netanyahu to malce more 
concessions. 

“1 wouldn't use that word,” Mr. Ginton said. “Israelhas 
to make its own decisions about security.” 

Id fact, the visit was filled with suggestions that foe 
pressure was moving in both directions. Upon airiving in 
wasbiogton oa Monday night, Mr. Netanyahu took the. 
extraoimaary step of meeting with a group allied Voices 
United fex Israel, a coalition dominate by Christian fun- 
damentalists critical of the administratioiL His visit here 
includes a scheduled interview wifo Pat Robertson of the 
Christian Broadcasting Network, and meetings with tte Mor- 
al Majority fbonder, Jeny FalwelL 

Mr. Netanyahu is also scheduled to meet with cong^ 
sional Republicans critical of Mr. Clinton’s Mideast policy. 

See ISRAEL, Page 7 
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ARAFAT ACCORD — Yasser Arafat at the sign- 
ing of an investment accord in Paris on Tuesday. 
Separately, tbe Holocaust Museum in Washingttm 
reversed its snub of the Palestinian leader. Page 7. 


Unknown Soldier May Soon Be Known 


Ca«d MfcnfA^nee Racc&f»t 

NOT SO FAST — Chancellor Hehnut Ktrfil joking Tuesday with 
Prime Minister Roman Prodi in Rome. Mr. Kohl was noncommittal 
on Italy’s bid to aSopt tiie single currency, saying there was “no pttint 
in friiOosophirii^” before a May 10 summit meeting. P^ 7. 
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By David Stout 

New York Times Service 

WASHINGTON — Pentagon offi- 
cials say fo^ are dealing with the pos- 
sibility that an American* killed in Vi- 
etnam and interred at foe Tomb of the 
Unknowns in Arlington National 
Cemetery might not be unknown at all. 

They cotmimed Monday that they 
were trying to determine whether foie 
serviceman was Lieutenant Michael 
Blassie, a decorated U.S. Air Force pi- 
lot, whose plane was shot down near An 
Loc on May 1 1, 1972. There is a pos- 
sibility that the remains will be exhumed 
for DNA testing, tbe Pentag(» said. 


While conceding Monday that she 
was not sure the Arlington shrine holds 
the remains of her brother. Lieutenant 
Blassie *s sister Pat said, ‘ ‘The trail leads 
to foe tomb.” 

Tbe cmitroversy over the Arlington 
tomb was rqiorted Mtmday night on 
CBS. Tiie network said the skelet^ re- 
mains of an American flier were found 
ottOcr.31, 1S772, along with an identity 
card, money and shreds of a fli^t suit 

The remains were at first desi^arwi 
“believed to be” Michael Blassie, the 
network reported. But foe idratity card 
and money disappeared under circum- 
stances never made clear, the report 
said, and several years lata, with pres- 


sure mounting on die Pentagon to find 
an unknown serviceman from foe Vi- 
emam Warfor imerment at the tomb, the 
remains were designated unknown. 

Ms. Blassie said that her family was 
notified in 1 972 that Lieutenant Blassi^ 
who. was 24, had been shot down in 
flanies and was presumed dead. But foe 
family was not notified until about five 
years ago that an identity tag bearing his 
name had been found, she said. 

A spdeesman for the Defense De- 
partment office that handles matters 
pertaining to prisoners of war or ser- 
vicemen missing in action cautioned 

See UNKNOWN, Page 7 


When Corporate Morale Flags: Time to Bring On the Cheerleaders 


By Marie Leibovich 

Htetoijewfi Post Service 

WASHINGTON — Reeling from a nasty run of 
disappointing earnings, executive departure and 
dis^ting layoffs, the management of Silicon 
Graphi^nc. decided it was time to take hard-core, 
in(^&<boostins action. So Friday morning they 
called in the cheerleaders. 

Wearing sjtecially designed SGI football jer- 
S^s, em pto yees waved pompons and gyrated in 
formation. *niey cried out in rhyme about their, 
company aridhs products: 

“Octane, Orif^in. Onyx. ion. 

“Silictm Graphics is gtfodforyou." 


With the approach of Super Bowl — the annual 
extravagant finale of the American professional 
football season — it was high time for a high-tech 
pep rally, and a motel ballroom in Fairfox, Vir- 
ginia, was decked out in fiill gridiron splendor for 
foe occasion, carpeted is artificial turf and outfitted 
wifo a yellow goal post, a scoreboard and bleach- 
ers. About 340 Washington-area staff of Silicon 
Graphics gafoered to ‘ ‘kick off* tbe ^cond half of 
die company’s fiscal year wifo a marathon of 
motivational speeches, taped marching-band mu- 
sic and first-half Most Valuable Player award 
presentations. 

While foe Super Bowl has become an en- 
trenched American tradition in sales, social and 


advenising circles, its reach now extends into foe 
corporate motivational arena, according to ex- 
ecutives, event planners, and management con- 
sultants. 

It comes at a time when elaborate “themed 
events” to bolster employees have become a year- 
round corpoare spoil. There are motivational 
Mardi Gras celebratimis and sock hops, miUrary 
simulations and scavenger hunts. Tlie'Super Bowl, 
an annual marri^ of success and excess, exists 
cleanly within this spec^m. 

“If there is any event in America that is hype and 
motivation, it’s the Super Bowl.” said Michael 
Bemacchi. a marketing professor at the Universiiy 
of Detroit Mercy who has studied the cultural 


aspects of the Super Bowl and has published 
several newsletters on foe subject. “This trend 
makes absolutely perfect sense. * 

Ukewise, it has meant a blitz of business for 
jocks-tumed-motivational speakers, who have 
been ubiquitous podium fodder of late. 

Joe Theismann. the former Redskins quarter- 
back and current ESPN football analyst, said, “If I 
weren’t working at the Super Bowl. I’d be able to 
give presentations every day in the two weeks 
leading up to the game.” 

He addressed employees at a “pre-game” ban- 
quet Thursday night. Tiie day before in Atlanta. 

See SUPER, Page 15 
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More to C ome / Money-Losing Sflato Industries Targeted 

Layoffs fey the Millions Are Sweeping China 


By Erik Eckholm 

New York TimesServicc 


CHINA 


H arbin, china — Thechantoftbebean- 
cmd peddler swilled throng the aU^ of 
the derelict Daowai district of Harbin, bat 
on diis fiisid monung (here were no 

takers. . 

Iherold weather in (his city known ibr its ic^ 
scu^nre festival was not the problem. ‘‘Bosinessis 
bad, * the old man said as be inched his cart between 
gray apartment blocks and haJf-kUe factories. “It 
used to Iw that eveicybody would b^ oqy bean 
curd,*' said the who gave nam*? aa Yang 
and who sells small blocks of the high-protein f<^ 
ibr 12 cents each. **Now some peoi^ can’t even 
buy this." 

“It’s because so many Ibccoiies are closing,” he 
said. 

This is China's mHngtriai heartland, the north- 
eastern region where big-scale communist indust^ 
was bom of exuberant irfeaiism in die 19S0s and is 
now flailing fw life. 

By die d^gn of a government that most drastic- 
ally prune thonsands of bloated, numey-losii^ state 
industries, workers are being laU off ^ the nSiions 
all over China. No wh^ are tile effects more severe 
than in rust-belt nartheastem cities 
like Harbin and Shenyang, wbeare, 
many esqieTts believe, the unenqiloy- 
menc rate exceeds 20 percenL 
Just down tile street firom where the 
bean-curd peddler spbke is the Harbin 
No. I Toolractoiy, which annoonced 
recently that at least 2,000 ttf its 
10,000 employees will be laid off to 
February. One block in the otiier di- 
recrioa, workers eating Juncb outside 
a giant cable factory said dial it was 
operating at only half its capacity and 
t^one-tiiirdofits 10,000eaiployees 
had already been laid off. 

Whether China’s economy 
can sweep op tens of millions df now- 
redundant workers in the years ahead 
may be the country’s most eiqiiosive 
socw challenge. Already, over the 
last year, scores of small-sdrie protests over layoffs, 
lost pay and other enqiloyment issues have been 
reported. 

W ITH uncharacteristic ffankness, the 
government is loudly warning of huge 
layoffs yet to come. At the time, 

it is working fiantically to establish 
safeQr nets for dislocated workers and gritting to 
build a national welfare system from scratch — 
something that was not needed in the pa^ because 
govemn^t ”woik units” provided workers with 
cradle-to^mve secnrity. 

For die longer tesm, in tire g^and straz^ of the 
econo mi cs chief, Dqxuy Rdme Minister Zhu 
Rc^i, China is betting teat an expanding service 
sectm, along with trade and priv^ investment, will 
he^) enmloy the next geneialioo. Because tiiey 
alr^y face such a ha^ employment problem. 
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3tai^ laid’off workers hoee found new we^ to make money 
- Wee tlUs barber in B^ing - though o/ten by competing 
with rural rttigranis vdio haoe strecaned into the cities . 


MYT 


China’sJeadetsarBl 
ing an especially fe 
eye on the econotmc 
crisis now engolfing otii- 
er Asian countries. 

At the Daowai whole- 
sale market here, it 
seems as though almost 
everyone — the woman 
selling pig intestines for 
nse as gifma . the 

woman ronning a comer noodle shop — has been 
laid off by state-owned oompanies in the last oonple 
of years. They are not starving, but they have 
become resigned to vastly difieirat lives than the 
proudly secure ones they lost 
In Shenyang, 480 kiunneters (300 miles) to the 
south, former factory workers now stand in the' 
streets carrying tools in tiieir hands and signs around 
tiieir necks, a^ing ftM* work. 

The lucl^ ones here still gtt a tdren salary of 
p ertaps $24 a mooth. which is barely eiKMi^ to 
provide food. In Shenyang, a national newqi^wr 
r^orted in December, the average iaid-offwoiker 
is receiving $17 a month. 

Bntmany people hawking goods in the wholesale 
market here also said — comraveniiig ofiEkial 
policy — tiiat tl^ are receiving no money at all 
from their old work units. In Harbin, where a 
million people are listed as eirployed by state 


cospanies, no are psblicly available on how 
many have lost their jobs so far. But only faaJf of the 
several hundred state companies m the area are DOW 
able to pay their employees fall wages, said U 
Detain, a sociologist and labor expert at the Hatbm 
Academy of Social Scieaices. 

Here and arotmd the conntzy, be said, another tiurd 
<^China’s lOOmilUon state workers to be shed 

if surviving ^wrtpaniwe aiu to pay tteir own way. 

*'Most of the stale industries haven’t yet laid off 
die wQikas they sbouid, so the pnd^on is still 
being hidde^” w. U said 

’ UST in the last few wedu, the railroad system 


annofmced that itplanned to drop l.I million 
I ofits total, over mei 


t: 

I wotkers,athin!ofitstotal,overdtene]atiiiee 
years. The debt-laden textile industry an- 
noim^ that it will lay 1.2 million work^ 

Official news reports balance tiie bad news widi 
constant repoits of successes in wocker traimDg and 
re-enployment progra ms . But critics say tiiese of- 
ten to more tiu-n £« nr>e .K m which 
wtxkeis are m other mptoducttve jobs, 

draining other budgets. 

Tbe extent of serious suffering is hard to gauge. 
Many laid-off wotkm have fcnnd new wm to 
make money — thongh often by competing wim the 
rural mights who have streanaEd into the cities and 
in jobs without the accustomed security or health 
and re&ement bcneffls. 


EU Diplomatic Team 


Meets Algeria Leaders 
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By Charies Trudheart 

lito*iasw«A<ffSerwrf 

PARIS Eipcpeu dipto nais^ ro- 

qiofxliQg to public honor over condnu- 
ing Russacres in Algeria ended a brief, 
mconcdoshre risit 'Diesday to tte Noitii 
African coum^- They SKt with gov-- 

f m rtwni ^pOStOOD leaCfaS 

and independent jounuuisia to hear their 

of tile violeiioe tint has 
plagued Algeria for mote than six years 
andi^ sumhan 75,000 civihaiis dead 
iQQfe a since die be- 
ginning of the hc^ month td* Ramadan. 

“We have made progress,” said 

Derek Fatcheo. the Bxxdds aectttanrol 
state for fraeign affuTS, Ttiio headed tte 
22-hOQr diplomatic virit. 

Ihe slayings continoed, witii reports 
Tuesday of more than 34 deaths in an* 
odier qpesm of vtolenee. 

The govenuneot ascribes most of the 
trilling to the Armed Islamic Groip. 
conmrisiDg astonomous armies of 
l uriiAmjniHtmts dedicated to die over- 
throw of die government die in- 
stallMkMi of an Islamic state in diis 
resourcorich country of 29 milliML 

Mr. Fatcheti died new avenues of 
dialogue with die Algerian go v enanenL 
Bat K noc^ that one bepe (f die ims- 
sion — securing pennission for a United 
Nanais inquiry — bad been rdm^d, 
”We regret this,” he said. 

He aSo regretted diat the dq^omais 
had not been able to qieak to suvivos 
c£ massacres or to lay a wreath at the 
graves cf victims, aim urged die Al- 
gerian govenuneht to open up the coun- 
try to ind^iendent journalists. 

This was was the highest-levei for- 
eign missioD to be received by die mil- 
itaiy-backed government of rresident 
liainmeZerouaLuaderaeloDdfbr&il- 
ingto stop die tenor and carnage. 

Ttte former general’s teginte has de- 
nounoed mtensified mtemattonal ex- 
piessktes of Goncem about die killing as 
unaccqnble ihtederence in Algerian 
intenial affairs. 

Algff^ officials, souioes sard, 
pressed the European diplomats to trade 
down hfrislim operating on 

^sopean soil who are all^edly con- 
triboting moi^ and arms to the ter- 
rorists in Algeria. 

Mr. Faichett led the missiOD beesnse 
&itsm hokb tite rotating piesideoq^ of 
die EuroMan Union’s executive oodoo- 
missioii. He was accon p anied by his 
comterpaiis from Lmumboug and 
Ansoia, rqiresenting immediate past 
and future oommission presidendes. 

The three met Tues^ with Prime 


Minister Alnned Ooyahia andRxdn 
jjTjniofr Ahmed Aitaf, as weli.as wift 
leaders of political e m pod ric i ii parties, 
ahbou^ not titt IslamK Sdvation ftoQt, 
buonedoeatllysKyeanagoanttitnM^ 
won an dectioo to unseat the eristiia 
UfAugbirt The dectiott was csoBtisS, 

i-ifr fti* MTfted 

The rtirlmTt**T dwD met with re^ 
resentatives of die four luqioir ^depend' 
out newnapen in AUgerta.- which have 
UdHt the i&npoc^dteaineities 
against Al^jimns that die 
goveriimem has minhiiuied or denied. 

The European team will report to die 
Buto^ rarri g a nontaR at ^ 
wiftwHng JaB-Sti. 

Annstt and dj^ocMts in Paris, Lon- 
don. wasfamgtQu and Algfots said the 
visit to Aljgto wtt a modest bm aeo< 
essaiy aep in shedding fight on a do- 

terionoing stluation and quietii^ 
dmges of cdBdal ioaetion. 

But a seaeqy-minded, pcbndfy na- 
tionalist regune and a news media op- 
etatiim nnder threats and constraints 
bavernrdierobscuiedanatreadycom- 
ito a t u atioo. The lack of infawaation 
au farmed misinforinatioo and TumoR 
abom who u doing dte IdiliBS and u^. 
Ofoer taigeis of oame for me kittinc* 
include rival Islamist armies, govern- 
awm seenriqr forces, goverunent- 
aimed village militias, independent 
wariods and gaogsi^ 

Since Algem independence 

36 years ago. and until recently, France 
has set the tone of Western policy to- 
ward Algeria, hs former cokary aim 
bird^[dace of 3 million of its ettizens. 

But Fiance’s kveesge is constrained 
by that legacy. Its recent mild state- 
ments of coiceni about tiie kiUii^ were 
bai^y rebuked by Alga's goyem- 
meni ~ a reminder (hat in Algaia, as 
one non-Ftenrii tfiplomat put it, the 
Rench are coodenuied to “have 
evaytiting diey do intscoostruedL*' 

Tm spread of terr ori sm and the threat 
to Algerian social siabUiiy are ftit 
acutely in Ranee because of the poo 
stbiUre. thus for ooc reflected in avad- 
able ngn^ of an increase in AlgerisB 
inuamtion to Ranee. 

“^loever foils to export stalnlite to 
Algeria today,” said PoreigQ hfinmer 
lOans Kinkei of Gesmany. vfoo nished 
for the Earopean missioD lo Algiers, 

’ ’wiU ingxM ittsiahtfiiy in tiie forin ofbtg 

nKwemeate of itfigees tomorrow.” 

Also. U.S and Eurc^ew conqnnies 
have mvosted heavily in oU and natural 
gas lefinette s in Algeria. Remote and 
heavily secured, thns for they have na 
been toadied by any of the violence. 
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Interest Rates Up or Down? 

Intcr-ost Rate Policy Will Generate 
Major Currency Moves. 
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Taipei Is Skeptical of Overture From Beijing 


TRAVEL UPDATE 


By Steven Mufson 

HbsAuijONi PesrSmicr 


BEIJING — China said Tttesday that 
it was ready to begin political talks with 
Taiwan without conditions, but Taiwan 
greeted foe offer witii slRjitidsm, saying 
China bad not given up its donand that 
the self-govemi^ isluid sabout to tbe 
"one-Cmna” principle. 

“We hc^ the two sides can start 
fbmial polmcai calks as soon as pos- 
sible,” foe Foreign Ministiy spokesman 
for tTiina. Sbeo Guofong, said Tuesday. 
“ We beli^ there are no pre-coaditioos 
for tiiese talks.” 

Qixna has said before that it was ready 
for negotiations wifo Taiwan and has 
indicated substantial flexibOi^ on a 


varieQ' of matters, but all witixin foe. 
context of Ixingii^ about tbe reunifi- 
cation of the mainland wifo TaiwaxL 
Though seif governing, Taiwan is re- 
garded by Bdjzng as part of China. 

“One China is not a precondition 
because it is a fut rec(»nized by both 
sides, ”^fr. Shea said. “Both Oiinaand 
Taiwan bofo must recognize that there is 
one China.” 

Sheu Ke-^heng, rice cfaaiiman of foe 
'Duwan cabinet’s Mainland Affairs 
CouncU, said, ’ The so-called one-Quna 
principle itself is a precondition." 

“This is sanetiuQg Jiang Tjfmin gj. 
ways en^iasizcs,” hfr. Shea added. 
Mr, Jiang is president of China. 

The Qxin^ statement stood in sharp 
contzast to Beijing’s attitude toward 


Taiwan jaffonder two yeais ago, when it 
tried to inrimidate the island by holding 
tniiH^ exercises and test-fi^ mis- 
riles just offTaiwan’s coast on tbe eve of 
foe country’s presidauiaJ election. 

“Instead of bashing Thipei. now 
Ouna wants to eacoaage Ta^ to open 
ac^ogue,” stid Andrew Yang, genemi 
secrete^ of die Center for Advanced 
^licy ^dies in Taiwan. 

Now it is once again an hnpozlMt 
otoment in Taiwanese politics. A series 
oflocalelectioos could solidify foe gains 
of Taiwan's opposition party, the Demo- 
cratic ^gres^e which has long 

advocated formal independence from 
China. The party is planning to meet by 
Feb. 14 to re-e^uate its China policy 
now that power is within its teactal 


EgyptAir to Discount Arabs’ Fares 

CAJRO(AJPP ) — EgyptAir win offer disoountfoiestoAiab 
tourists as part efforts to shore iq> the tourism industry after 
the massaae in Luxo* in November, airline officials said 
Tuesday. 

“Thm will be discounted foies for all Arab visitors, bnt we 
still di»’t have specific figures,” an EgyptAir official said. 

Operation of the Athens airport laadu^gukhuioe system 
was suroended Friday and not restoed until hfonday b^use 
of inttneiencefran pirate radio stations. (AP} 

Tbe Lonvre had 5.1 million visitors last year. 8.5 percent 
more than in 1996, and exceeded only by the record of 6.16 
million in 1994 and 5.14 millioi in 1S6K), tiie management of 
tile l^ris museum said. (AFP) 

Phnom Penh is undei^ii^ a face-fift as part of $5 miUioi 
{xoject that also involves rq^of stonn drains and sewers and 
improvement of street lifting, ci^ officials said. (Reuten) 


Thai Factory Workers 
Stage a Violent Protest 


WEATHER 


Reuien 

BANGKOK — More than 
3,000 workers of an amo- 
parts company in the eastern 
outskxits of Bangkok carried 
out a violent protest late Tues- 
day, bloddng roads and tiy- 
to torch a factory in a 
(^ute over bonuses, die po- 
lice said. 

Many of the wodceis 
blodced foe Bangna-'Dad 
road about 20 Idlometers (12 
miles) from Bangkok, caus- 
ing huge traffic jams in tiie 
cam^, the police said. 

The wofkers began protest- 
ing at Summit Auto Faro Cfo. 
on Tuesday morning after de- 
manding two monfos’ bonus 
for the Chinese Lunar New 
Year, which, falls on Jan. 28. 

When the comply cited 
Thailand’s economic slunq) 
and rejected the demand, the 
woikm became incensed and 
started protesting by blocking 
foe road. ' 

Thailand is weathering its 
worst economic crisis in de- 
cades and thousands of woik- 


era have been laid off in the 
manufacturing sector becteise 
of slumping expt^. 

Telerision stations showed 
footage of many angry wOTk- 
ers bunting a raotoicycle, 
tearing do>m a baifo’s auto- 
matic teller machine and try- 
ing to storm die foctoiy, 
vfoicb was guarded by more 
than 300 riot policemen. 

The police and company 
re;xeyntatives were hying to 
negotiate widi foe waken. 

Ibe incident brought back 
images of a similar protest in 
1996 when woricera of Sanyo 
Universal Electric PLC 
torched foe company’s ait 
ministrative buiiding and 
warehouse in foe outskirts of 
Bangkok. 

In another incident, more 
than 3,000 lottery ^dors 
who be^ a protest Monday 
continued to block a road in 
central Bangkok and 
threatened to bum down dte 
lotteiy office if their (temaods 
for more lottery tick^ to sell 
were not met. 
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North America . Europe 
Dty BnC «wni In the Nortlh SeoliinB (an k In nan lor 
«wt Tlundgr. M ttBrSu Otvara and BcnMt 

' ~ em TiMfKjr. EnoM will b9 

dry and mild wlih «pma 
sunahine Thursday, than 
twiwig cedar win shainn 
Mday and Saturday. Diy 
and chDIy across most of 
eeniral Europa. Mild In 
Prance and Garmany 
Thwsdey. but twnsn cool* 
arftiday. 

North America 


baa Sahjnl^r. Sod^HQ lain 
a^ aercaa B« App&chi' 
ans Thuraday and Prfday 
as a alonw haadt bem aast 
Taxas toward Ohio. Dry 
and aeaaandSa bt oia oarh 
naiPUw. 


Asia 

Bagno B Saod wa be eoU 
Thuraday and Friday whh 
the dwiea tor tliniaa. ttian 
celdar wBi suralilne Saav- 
day. Cold and windy with 
snow aereas Manwuria. 
Cool and dry in Tokyo 
Thursday, but mlidar with 
sitewars poaalbie Friday. 
Soabtno tab) la bi aKca ter 
aodheasiem Chbia. 
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Ecuador and Peru on Road to Peace 

Countries Sign Agreement Seeking End to Old Dispute Over Border 
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By Diana Jean Scbemo 

New York Times Servkt 

RIO DE JANEIRO ^ Ecuador a»v< 
Peru, which went to war three yean ago 
over a border dispute, have signed an 
agreemenr creating a timetable that they 
said would lead to a peace treaty. 

Four commissions are to be estab- 
lished to tackle the main areas of con^ 
tendon between the countries. One will 
deal with the most thorny issue: de- 
marcadon of the bc^er. other com- 

missions will focus on matters including 
trade and luvigation, security and con- 
fidence-building measures. 

llie accord was simed Monday in an 
atmosphere of frieotfliness diat contras- 
ted smuply with the past belligerence 
between die two Andean countries. 

llie brief war between Ecuador and 
Peru erupted in Januaiy 199S, around 
the anniversary of the Rio Protocol, a 


1942 pe^ tpeaiy in which Ecuador, 
defeated in batde, ceded half of its ter- 
ritory. 

Tboogb ft signed the treaty, Ecuador 
has never acc^ted its terms, and the 
maps that its schoolchildren are given 
show Ecuador’s boiders encroaching 
far into Peruvian tenitoiy. 

SpMking before the gigning, the 
Brazilian foreign minister, 1 jH?. J^pe 
Lampreia, pledged diat a Treaty of Free 
Trade and Navigadmi, part of the 1 942 
pact, would fmaUy be put into effect. Ir 
would guarantee Ecuador “unrestric- 
ted. free, continuous and perpetual” ac- 
cess to the Amazon Basin and the river’s 
norths tributaries, Mr. Lampreia 
said. 

Edgar Toan, the former Ecuadorean 
ambassador to Washington who is- the 
lead ne^tiator for his country, said he 
believed that Monday’s agre^nenl, 
which provides for geographers and le- 


gal experts on the commissions to weigh 
the border claims of each side, would 
lead to a ‘"final solution of the problems 
between Ecuador and ’ 

Once their judgments are made, Mr. 
Teran pledged, & border will “never 
inore be the subject of conflict between 
the two countries.” 

Fonando de Trazegnies, the lead ne- 
' gotiator for Peru, said, “It’s important 
that we enter the 21st century with a 
21st-cenairy mentality,” adding that 
the two countries fac^ the “conunon 
eneraies” of underdevelopment and 
poverty. 

The Rio Protocol set the border be- 
tween Ecuador and Peru and laid out a 
host of other elements — until now, 
largdy ignored — to promote trade and 
coopeiatioa. The Rio Protocol named 
Braal, the United States, Chile and Ar- 
gencma as guarantor nations. 

Now the guarantors are hoping that 



Hillary Clinton Shrugs Off 
Jones Harassment Scandal 


By James Bennet 

New York Tunes Sen'iee 

WASHINGTON — Hillary Rodham 
Clinton says that she and President Bill 
Clinton had “not really” been affected 
by publicity surrounding Paula Coihin 
Jones’s sexual misconduct accusations, 
and she suggested that the case was 
driven by TOlitics. 

Responding to an interviewer's ques- 
tion that recced Mr. Clinton's com- 


U.S. Targets 
Doctors Who 
Defaulted 


T/ie Associaied Press 

WASHINGTON— More than 1,400 
doctM^ and other health-care workers 
who defaulted on student loans will no 
IcMiger be reimbursed for treating Medi- 
care and Medicaid patients. 

“They must pay up or lose out.” 
Donna Shalala, the secretary of health 
and human services, said Tuesday. 

The names of the 1AQ2 defaulters 
were posted on the Internet bn Tuesday 
and ^1 be published in the Federal 
Register. They include physicians, 
dentists, poduHrists, psychologists and 
health-care administrators, the majority 
of whom work in Caliform'a, Florida, 
Georgia, New York, Pennsylvania or 
Texas. The latest group of practition- 
ers on the list is chiropractors. 

The defaulters owe more dian $107 
millicm, or an average of $76,000 each, 
i^er collection attempts failed, the 
government, which 'guaranteed the 
loans, had to repay the banks and other 
financial institutions that had lent the 
money, said Dr. Claude Earl Fox, acting 
administrator of Ae Health Resources 
and Services Adtrunistratimi, which 
oversees the loan program. 

Dr. Fox said esu± of Ae defaulters had 
been contacted repeatedly for at least 
three years and had been rqx>rted to 
credit bure^ and the Internal Revenue 
Service, which can withhold Income-tax 
refunds. 


ment last week thatheputthecase'‘ma 
little box,” Mrs. Clinton said, ”We do 
box it off. You have to box it offbecanse 
there’s no way that you can let people 
with their own agendas, whatever they 
might be, interfere with^our life, your 
private life, or your duties. And that's 
what my husba^ does every day.” 

Mr. Clinton would not respond to 
questions about the case Monday, citing 
an order issued by Judge Susan Webber 
Wright of the U.S. District Court to limit 
discussion of the case. 

‘‘You know, the judge asked us not to 
talk about it, and f thi^ at least some- 
body involved in it ought to follow her 
instructions,” Mr. Clinton said. 

Adced if she thought that the people 
supporting Mrs. Jones's l^al efforts 
bad “an agenda,” Mrs. Clinton said that 
she would not comment on the case. 

But she added, ”1 think that, cer- 
tainly, when you see the kind of political 
maneuvering that goes on against my 
husband on a daily basis, there certainly 
are a lot of agendas out there.” 

Mrs. Clinton made those comments, 
in a relaxed but serious tone, during an 
18-nunute radio intenoew at the White 
Horse with Mutual-NBC Radio, which 
provided a partial traoscripL 

Saturday, with Mrs. Jones io the 
room. Mr. Clinton was deposed for six 
hours tw her lawyers. Mrs. Jones ac- 
cuses Clinton, when he was gov- 
craoi; of Arkansas, of expo^g himself 
■in h hotel room and requesting oral sex. 

In another radio interview, with CBS 
News Radio, Mrs. Clinton said that Sat- 
urday “wasn't difiiculL” 

“A was a busy day for me.” she said. 
“1 bad a lot of work that had piled up, 
and I bad been fitting a cold for about 
a week, to I just kind of hunkered down 
and went th^gh a lot of my household 
tasks.” 

When Mr. Clinton returned home, 
she said, drey “watched a movie and 
then had a good time” that evening. 

Sunday, a visit by the Clintons to 
church “built us up again, ”* Mr's. Clin- 
ton told Mutual-NBC. 

They rstumed home and cleaned 
closets, she said, ealiing it “a way in 
wUch we try to our lives as normal 

as possible despite what's going on 
around us.” 

Mrs. Clinton said that she and the 
president were resilient because of iheir 
upbringings, reiigions faith and “love 
ara support for each other.” 
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ICE DUTY — Soldiers removing high-tension electrical wire near 
Sainte Jnlie,- two weeks after an ice storm savaged Quebec. 


Away From 
Politics 

• Bowing to public pressure, a West 

Virginia county rescinded what o^ 
ponents had called one of Ae nation^s 
toughest smoking bans. The 
Monongalia County Board of Health 
voted. 3 to 1. to revoke a regulation 
that would have prohibited smoking 
in bars and other areas. (AP) 

• A 19-year-old university student 
was arrested and booked on sus- 
picion of murder and attempted 
murder after a man was shot and 
killed and time children were 
wounded in an attack during a march 
in Baton Rouge^ Louisiana, to honor 
the Reverend h^utin Luther King Jr. 


The police said that the suspect and 
the man who was killed bad been 
involved in a dispute and that there 
was IX) racial motive. (AFi 

• The countdown began at the 

Kennedy Space Center in Florida 
for the launching of the space shuttle 
Endeavour. The shuttle is scheduled 
to blast off at 9:28 PAl on Thursday ' 
and rendezvous with the Russian sta-' 
non Mirfbrr^lacement of the Amer- 
ican in the Mir crew. (Reuters) 

• Jury selection be^n in Minne- 

apolis on a suit by the state of Min- 
nesota and the bealtii insurer Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield, which are 
seeking $1.75 billion ^m the to- 
bacco industry. There were no signs 
an out-of court settlement would be 
reached. (AP) 
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^ Carl Perkins Dies, 
Rockabilly Pioneer 




Mexico Court Upholds 
Release of B Suspects 
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By Jon Pareles 

New Ywk Tliwfg Service 

NEW YORK — Carl Per- 
kins, the pioneering rocka- 
billy siqger, songwriter and 
guitarist who wrote “Blue 
Suede Shoes.” died Mond^ 
after a series of strokes, in 
Jackson, Tennessee, where be 
lived. He was 65 years old. 

Mr. Perkins was part of the 
Sun Reewds roster that fused 
blues, country, ihyihm and 
blues, go^l and teenage at- 
titudes into rockabilly, a 
cornerstone of ro^ and roll. 

Woikiog in Memitiiia 
alongside Elvis Presley, Jerry 
Lee Lewis tod Johnny Cash. 
Mr. Peridns made music that 
was never far removed from 
his roots in the rural South. 
His guitar was enor- 

mously influential, particu- 
larly on Get^e Harrison and 
the Beatles. 

He was bom ia TiptonviUe, 
Tennessee, the son of a sbare- 
croppo*. At age 6, he began 
working in the fields. An 
older field hand taught him 
blues guitar, and he tiiughi his 
older brother. James Buck 
(Jay) Perkins, to accomrany 
him on rhythm guitar. They 
both droppied out of school to 
help support the family. A 
younger brother, Lloyd 
Clayton Perkins, joined the 
group on bass. 

At 14, Carl started wnting 
songs, and the brothers began 
performing at hmiky-ioito. 
As he turned his music, he 
also todc up drinking- 

Mr. Perkins wangled an au- 


dition with Sam Phillips, Uk 
owner of Sun Records, Elvis 
Presley’s label His first 
single, tiie up-tempo “Movie 
Miagg” ato me country ballad 
“Turn Around, ” was released 
in 1955. “Turn Around” be- 
came a regional hit 

He toured as Mr. Presley's 
opening act and had a second 
regional hit with “Gone 
GoM Gone.” Jtonny Cash 
suggested one day ttot Mr. 
Perkins write a song about a 
new item in the teenage ward- 
robe: blue suede shoes. He 
wrote the lyrics on a paper 
bai and on Dec. 19, 1955, 
re x>rded it in two takes. It 
reached No. 2 on the Bill- 
board Hot 100 singles chart, 
just under Mr. Presley’s 

“Heanbreak Hotel” 

Touring England with 
Chuck Beny for the first time 
in 1964, Mr. Petkins found a 
new audience. His ftos in- 
cluded the Beatles, who in- 
vited him to Abbey Road Stu- 
dios, where they sang his 
songs. They later released 

“Matchbox” and, from other 

sessions, "Honey . Don i * 
and “Everybody's "Trying to 
Be My Baby.” 

Back in the United States, 
he toured the country circuit 
and spent almost a decade as 
T fthnny Cash’s opening act In 
1968, after one of his worst 
drinidng binges, be decided to 
sober up. He started a new 
l ya pfi wrth his sons. He also 
sued Sun Records, receiving 
some bade royalties smd re- 
gaining control of his pDl> 
lishing rights. 
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Carl Perkins in 1992. 

Peter Diamond, S4, 
Music Administrator 

PARIS (IHT) — Peter 
Diamaad, 84, former director 
of the Holland and Edinburgh 
music festivals and artistic to- 
' viser to the Orehesre de Paris 
since 1976, died Friday in 
Doe^h^ the Ntoterltods. 

Diainand was bom' in 
Beriin. but fled witii his fam- 
ily to the Netherlands in 1933. 
Rom 1934 to 1939 be was 
private secretary to the pianist 
Artur Schnabel. 

He was a co-founder of the 
Holland Festival immediately 
after Wtt'ld War n, and its 
general manager fnw 1948 
to 1965, when he became di- 
rector of the Edinburgh Fm- 
tival, a post be held until 
1978. Mr. Diamand also was 
general director of the Royal 
Philharmonic Oichestra in 
London from 1978 to 1981. 

Zevulun Hammer, 62, the 
Israeli ednearion mmistw and 
a founds of the Jewito set- 
dement movement in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, died 
Tuesday of cancer. For a de- 
cade be had led the National 
Religious Party, a haid-iioe 
partner in the ruting coalition. 


New York Times Servite 

MEXICO CITY — An ap- 
peals tribunal bas admon- 
ished a Judge who described a 
mur^defeidant as a ‘'mod- 
em Robin Hood,” but upheld 
her dedsiOD to free the man 
and four fellow suspects, who 
piFosecutMS say admitted 
a U.S. executive. 

The ruling on Jan. 1 by 
Judge htoria Claudia Cam- 
pozano in Mexico City 
pronqjted expressions of out- 
rage from the U.S. Embassy 
as well as from the c^hal's 
new district atiom^. 

The case grew into a coo- 
frontation between p^ecu- 
tois, undCT pressure to impose 
Older during a wave of violent 
crime, and judges who say 
they must release defendants 
whose rights are violated. 

The ap^aie magistrates 
declined to expiaio their reas- 
Ming in detail. But Magistrate 
Salvador Avalos Sandoval 
said Mtxitoy. “There were 
several discrepancies in the 


accused men’s c(»fessions.” 

The judge had argued that 
the contradictions suggested 
that fee men were scapegoats 
. who had been beaten the 
police to make tbrai coitiess. 

The victim of tire slaying 
was Ptier Zarate, a broker 
wife a New York real estate 
firm who was woiking in 
Mexico City. On Dec. IS, he 
was seized by five men, driv- 
en to several cash machines in 
a fruitless attempt to with- 
draw his savings, and shot to 
death. 

Although the magistrates' 1 
decision vindicated the 
judge’s ruling, it was accom- 
panied by an Hn uma) admon- 
ition to ti^ to draft future rul- 
ings with more discretion. 

“We have urgto Maria 
Claudia Campuzano to ab- 
stain in the future from using 
extralegal symbolism or meta- 
phors £at may be ambiguous 
and lead to confused interpre- 
lations,” said M^strate 
Maurilio Dominguez <>uz. 
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On Eve of Pope’s Visits 
Church Faults Havana 

Prelate Criticizes Limited TV Coverage 
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economic and development incentives 
in the border r^ion will give fee two 
sides a common stake in promoting 
trade instead of border wran^es. 

While neither Mr. de Trazegmes nor 
Mr. Teran would say what specifically 
led feem expwt success in negotiations 
now, ofeer diplomats close to the talks 
said several fevorabJe elemeots had 
converged. 


By Serge F. Kovaleski 
and Molly Moore 

H'cafa'iijerpit Ptai Ser\-uv ' 

HAVANA — The Roman Catholic 
primate of Cuba has criticized the gov- 
ernment for allowing only limited cov- 
erage slate-run television of the 
Masses that Pope John Paul II will cel- 
ebrate here diis week, but he stressed 
that church officials were largely 
pleased with preparations for fee 
ponti^s historic visit. 

Government television has amed to 
telecast live only one of the fourMasses 
fee Pope will conduct on 
his five-day visit here — 
a Sunday service in Dissiden 

Havazia’s Revoludoo 

Square, which President BCCn Wa 

Fidel Castro and other gtav SWi 

government officials are _ 
scheduled to attend. But the Fopc 

fee Communist aufeorit- 

ies have not agreed to a 
telecast of the Pope's activities Saturday 
io Santiago de Cuba, the country’s 
second-largest ci^, where John Paul II 
will place a crown on a statue of Cuba’s 
patron sainL the Vitgin of Charity. 

“In respect to the communications 
media — no. it is not what we wanted,' ' 
Cardinal Jaime Ortega said at a news 
conference Monday attended by hun- 
^eds of local and foreign journalists.- 
But Cardinal Ortega struck a concili- 
atory tone toward fee Pope’s hosts, 
playing down conflicts between church 
and state and sidestepping such con- 
troversial issues as political prisoners 
and the stifling of political dissent 

“In terms of obstacles that put the 
Pope's visit in danger, there haven’t 
been any,” the cardinal said. “In terms 
of the interest of the government, we’re 
als satisfied.” 

According to several dissidents here, 
some local oppo^ts of the govern- 
ment, particularly in the Santa Clara area 
east of Havana, have been visited by 


state security agents and uramed to stay 
away from Masses. At the same time^ 
large numbers of hard-line government 
supporters are expected to form a human; 
cordon along fee Pope's motorcade 
routes in Havana and the provinces. 

The state is providing hundreds of! 
buses and other vehicles to transporr 
pet^le to the sites of the Pope's ap-' 
pearances and will provide doctors and- 
nurses to accompany fee moiorcodeK 
along wife Red Cross workers. 

Cardinal Ortega, fee archbishop of 
Havana, asserted repeatedly that fee 
Pope’s trip would be ecumenical, not 
political, and was part of 
an effort to increase the 
Dissidents have numbers of Roman 

, . Catholics in Cuba. He 

been warned to said he expected the trip. 

Stay awacv from to have a ^fewndet- 

* j feci on fee church here 

me Pope S Masses. feat would be “inevers- 

ihle.” 

According to organ- 
izers of fee trip, the Pope will be given a 
red-carpet welcome by Mr. Castro when 
he arrives in Havana on Wednesday 
afternoon. Two children will bear a tray 
on which will be some Cuban earth, 
which the Pope will kiss and bless. The 
pontiff will then briefly address the 
crowd, as will Mr. Castro. 

Communist Party sources in the 
provinces where the Pope is scheduled 
to conduct Masses say the government 
is mobilizing p^' supporters and fee 
general population to nim out for the 
visits, much a.s it does for major political 
events — such as the annual celebration 
of fee Cuban revolution on July 26 and 
intemationul Workers Dav marches on 
May 1. 

The government announced Monday 
that pwplc would be allowed to take 
timi 'T iTom their Jobs and school.-: and 
that government offices would be 
closed while the Pope's motorcade 
passes through Havana and other cities 
and during fee four Masses. 


POLITICAL NOTES 


Ford ffhms His Party 
Over Abortion Focus 

RANCHO MIRAGR Caiifonua — 
Fonner President Gerald Ford has de- 
cried what he views as Republicans* 
preoccupation with abortion and 
warned that an “ultraconservative” 
faction could threaten the party's drive 
to regain the White House in 2000. 

“If we get way over on the hard right 
of the political spectrum.” Mr. Ford 
said, "we will not elect a Republican 
president.' 

Mr. Ford, 84, said he was proud that 
he and his wife, B^, were “strongly 
pro-choice.” Abortion, he said, is “an 
issue that creates significant turmoil in 
the party and ought not to be a partisan 
pohtical issue.” 

“But bow do you extract it from the 
arena? 1 can’t tell you. You've got 
zealots who are determined.” (NYT) 

Actuaries Question 
Medicare Proposal 

WASHINGTON — Insurance ex- 
perts say they doubt that President Bill 
Clinton’s proposal to open Medicare to 
people 55 to 64 years old would pay for 
itsen, because, they say, sicker and cost- 
lier patients would to fee ones most 
likely to sign up for the new coverage. 


Mr. Clinton says the new beneficiar- 
ies would pay the entire cost, so feat 
there would to no need for federal sub- 
sidies. no risk to fee Medicare trust fund 
and no cost to current beneficiaries. 

But Robert Myers, who was chief 
acnia^ of fee Social Security Admin- 
istration for 23 years; William Bluhm, 
vice president of the American 
Academy of Actuaries, and Julia Phitips, 
a health actuary for fee Minnesota in- 
surance ccKtunissioner, said they 
doubted that the plan would pay for itself 
at the premium rates proposed (NYT) 

Quote/ Unquote 

Hillary Rodham Clinton, on the sur- 
reptitious photographs taken of the Clin- 
tons during their New Year's vacation in 
fee Viigin Islands and fee speculation 
feat some — showing them dancing on 
the beach — had been staged: “Well. I 
have one question for anyone who 
would say that: Name me any 50-year- 
oJd woman who would knowingly pose 
in her bathing suit, especially mfe her 
back pointed toward the camera.” 

* Mrs. Clinton also warncxl feat “hav- 
ing cameras around all fee time and 
slinking through bushes” to capture 
private moments chilled public life, say- 
ing: “The public person becomes more 
and more (xi guard, less real, more hol- 
lowed ouL And you don't see fee person 
that you originally saw because there's a 
bigger barrier.” (NYT) 
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In Germany^ a Formal Burial for Anti-NATO Past 


_ By John Vinocur 

Inienutiuiuil Herald Tribwie 

BERLIN — Here was a ^mali event 

; meant 10 serve as a milestone. The Social 

Democratic Party of Gennany brought 

logeAer the secretary-general of NATO, 

a former chancellor, its Bundestag floor 
leader, its parliamentary foreign policy 
spokesman and the U.S. ambassador this 
week to discuss the following theme at a 
public symposium: “What are we rifting 
for our relationship with America?" 

As if the point were not quite clear 
enough, the question hai this subtext: 
“The Euro-Atlantic relationship, pilla r 
of our foreign policy.** 

Less than ei^t months from national 
elections the Social Democrats belike 
they can win, the intent could not be 
cle^. The pa^ took ^ at a do^tic 
audience and tried to say a gain, widi afew 
nuances, ih^ it has undeigone a con- 
versicxi, ddinitively endorsing the main- 
stream of Atlantic alliance viewpoinis. 

Rudolf Scharping, die Bundes^ 
leader, said that the party bad abandoned 
the *‘ldcking and shouting'* of what he 
acknowledged to be its “unrealistic** 
foreign policy positions of the previous 
decades. 

Although Mr. Schaiping did not enu- 
merate th^ he was clWiy referring to 
the party's resistance to stationing cruise 


Social Democrats Go Public on Conversion 


and Pershing missiles, its legitimlziog 
rabrace of Soviet and East German 
initiatives, r^sal to comniTt German 
troc^ to peacekeeping operations, op- 
position to the AlU^ position in the Gulf 
War, and an. obvious eagerness to finri 
the United States at fault for vir&ially 
eveiydiing virtually everywhere. 

As if they were character witnesses 
acccmpanying him, Mr. Scharping was 
flanked W Javier Solana, secietary-gen- 
eml of the North Atlantic Treaty Or- 
ganization, and Helmut Schmidt the last 
Social Democratic chancellor. Mr. 
Schmidt’s 1992 downfall was precip- 
itated by the refusal of the le^t main- 
stream of die pvty to ^ve strong back- 
ing to its .^anticist wing's siqi^iort for 
d^lpying the inissites . 

Why had the party ctosen now to hold 
the symposium with its determinedly 
pro-American premise, Mr. Schmidt 
was asked- “Ihey do it because it's 
necessary." he said, adding: “It should 
have hai^iened 30 years aga" 

In fact there were considerable 
shades of meaning in the conference's 
undertaking. 'Hie meeting's sponsor was 
the Social Democrats' Bundestag del- 
egation, as opposed to the natiraai party 
organization. Karsien Voigt, the party's 


parliamentary foreign policy leader, and 
a mao instnintental in changing the 
party’s viewpoint, acknowledged that 
the process was stiU a fluid one 

“It's formally party line," he im i d t 
“but whether it*s also the party's mood 
— that takes time." 

The turnabout appears to have been 
fliUy scented by Gexhard Schroeder. 
the Lower Saxony premier, who opinion 


polls say would beu Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl in the September election. Mr. 
Schroeder. once a fervent oj^nent of 
the missile deployment and the Gulf 
War, now has said that he supports U.S. 
policy toward Iraq and that nothing 
would clmnge in me quality of Ger- 
many's present relationship with the 
United States, or in 95 percent of the 
country's cunent foreign policy, if he 
were cfaanoelku'. 

The situation would be rather lessclear 
were Oskar Lafontaine, chairman of the 
Social Democrats. u> win the nomination. 
He has not made the same land of public 
comanmaent. and his Jong career has 
been jdayed om at a conscious distance 
flom NATO and American policy. 

To the extent that he could. Mr. Voigt 
tried to clear np one question relating to 
me depth of the parly ^s commitments on 


foreign policy' by insisting that it would 
o^er no compromises or tacit under- 
standings on security maaers to the 
Greens or the far-left Party of Demo- 
cratic Socialism in order to form a gov- 
erning coalition. 

“'^ere cannot be any lack of clar- 
ity," he said. "Clarity must dominate; 
we won't buckle on that issue. We can- 
not sustain the confidence of Eurc^ or 
our allies without h." 

Rather than specific answers to its 
mematic question, the symposium 
offered a general response that Germany 
and Europe could do the most for their 
relationship uiih the United States 
through a willingness to assume new 
responsibilities, although Mr. Scharping 
took the opportunity to point to an .Ama*- 
ican tendency towards unilateralism. 

>^at the United Stales must under- 
stand, Mr. Schmidt said, was that Ger- 
many's dominating interest would be in 
the construction of the European Union 
and that Americans must respect this 
“historic and geostrategic necessity." 

America and Europe together, he went 
on. could bring order to the global mon- 
etary situation, although Europe would 
accept neither the existence of the work- 
ing poor nor using shareholder value as a 
justification for all economic activity. 

"We owe the Americans |^ai 
thanks." Mr. Schmidt said. “We 



Iw^ S.-h« afi-.lt.-Min, 

Oskar Lafontaine, r^ht, (he leader of the Social Democratic Party, and 
Gerhard Schroeder, the party’s popular premier of Lower Sa.\ony. 


shouldn’t forget it. The Americans 
shonldn't forget how unique the Euro- 
pean Union is — it needs American 
help." 

“The Americans should be proud," 


he added of the EU. “it's a result, to a 
degree, of farsighted U.S. policy." 

John Komblum. the U.S. amba.ssador. 
praised the conference as an atiempi b>' 
The pany "to define itself." 





* NATO Is on Alert 
! For Serb Defiance 

Moderate's Victory Raises Tension 










By R. Jeffrey Smith 

Washingioti Past Serviea 

PALE, Bosnia-Herzegovi- 
na — NATO troops have 
beefed up surveillance and 
patrols here and in the Serbian- 
dominated city of Biijeijina as a 
deterrent to Ae possible de- 
struction of government doc- 
uments or other defiant acticxis 
by hard-line Bosnian Serbs 
opposing ibe moderate who 
was elected Sunday as the 
leader of their ParliamenL 
Armored vehicles manned 
by Italian soldiers were 
parked outside the Fuiaoce 


Mrs. Plavsic has her power 
base, and the eastern portion, 
controlled by Mr. Karate. 

“They will not let tiiis go 
without a fight'* a UN official 
said Monday. The acting head 
of Mr. Karadzic’s party, Al- 
exa Buha, said Sunday that 
the membershqi wonld not re- 
spect any demons the 
new Parliament but he gave 
no indication what other steps 
they might take. 

Carlos Westendorp, the top 
foreign official in Bosnia, 
called on the Seibian hard- 
linen to end tiieir walkout 
from Pariiament which b^an 


parked outside me huiaoce trom pariiament which b^an 
Ministry and the Interior after they read speeches de- 
Ministiy in Pale, which are nouncing Mr. Dodik as a tool 
controlled by hardliners loy- oi tiie West who had betrayed 
al to the Bosnian Serbs’ war- the Serbs. Mr. Westendorp 
time leader, Radovan Karad- also hailed Sunday's election 
zic. The troops had orders to for bringing to pow^'^a gov- 
watch for suspicious activi- enunent diat promises at last 


ties, but found nothing alarm- to work for b 
ing. a spokesman for tbe prosperi^.-' 
North Atlantic Treaty Orga- In a speec 
nization said Monday. over die wed 

Extra U.S. troops were also blamed the re 
deployed in Bijeljina. where ing econtxi 
Miloi^ Dodik was dected "needless s 
Sunday as head of the Par- and egoism" 
liament in the Bosnian Serb rulers and pi 
Republic, fonnally ending pleroentatton 
years of control by hard- peace accord 
liners who oppose iniplemen- ised to accel 
tation of the 1SI9S peace ac- tion of the eo 
cord for Bosnia. They en- Mr. Dodik 
countered nothing unusual. end censorsl 
UN officials ^pealed for arate the go 
calm and said the}’ hoped that the Sei& 
the Serb Republic's capital Church,loag 
could be transfened smoothly port for Seibi 
from Pale to Banja Luka, a "This cou 
strongholdoftheSerbs'mod- impt^’^t ste 
erate. Western-backed pres- U.S. diploma 
idem, Biljana Plavsic, as Mr. officials oott 
Dodik ordered. But privately, elected to hit 
they said that some trouble razor-dun ou 
was likely to erupt as Mr. encounter res 
Dodik attempts to consolidate ideas in Phrl 


to work for lasting peace and 
prosperity.-’ - 

In a speech to Parliament 
over die weekend, Mr. Dodik 
blamed the r^bUc’s moxuit- 
ing econmme woes on 
"needless spite, nonsense 
and «^oism" ny the previous 
rulers and pledged strict im- 
pleroentatton of die Dayton 
peace accord. He also prom- 
ised to accelerate privatiza- 
tion of the economy. 

Mr. Dodik also pledged to 
end censorship and to sep- 
arate the govenunent from 
the SeiUan Orthodox 
Church, long a bastion of sup- 
port for Seibian hard-liners. 

“This could be the most 
impt^iant step he takes," a 
U.S. diplomat said. But other 
officials noted that be was 
elected to his new post by a 
razor-dun majority and may 
encounter resistance to these 
ideas in Parliament or have 


.'J 


his power and take control of trouble ensuring thw ixnple- 
police forces in the western mentation in the eastern re- 
portion of the n^ublic, where gion. 


BRIEFLY 


Berlusconi Aide Is Protected 

ROME — Legislators voted Tuesday not to allow die 
arrest of a parliamentaiy deputy wbo is a top aide of Silvio 
Berlusconi, the former prime minister, Italian news agen- 
cies report^. 

Prosecutors in Milan suspect Cesare Previti, the 
deputy, of corrupting judges in Rome with a slush fund 
allegedly set up by Mr. Berlusconi. Five months ago, they 
asked for Mr. Previti ’s anest because they asserted there 
was a danger he could tamper with evidence. 

But the chamber’s justice commission month 
recommended votii^ against lifting immunity of the 
deputy, who represents Mr. Berlusconi’s Forza It^a 
conservative party. The vote Tuesday was Ml against 
lifting immunity. 248 in favor and 2 1 abstentions. fAP ) 

Turkish Islamists Make Offer 

ANKARA — Turkey’s Islamists have offered to ease 
their opposition to Prime Minister Mesnt Yilmaz s co- 
alition in an effort to water down a court ban on the 
Welfare Party, govemmem members of Parliament said 
Tuesday. 

“They said they would change the tacocs they have 
used until now: That is, they won’t block Pariiament and 
present motion after motion to impede the 
laws," said Ugur Ak^ a senior member of Mr. Yil- 
maz's Motherland Party. 

A court banned the Welfare Party <m I^y on charges 
thal it threatened the secularist constitution. (Reuters)- 

4 From US Jailed as Neo-Nasis 

STOCKHOLM — A Swedish court has sentenced four 
.Americans 16 a month in jail for m^g ^ salnje 
during a rock concert near Stockholm this month, a court 

official said Tuesday. . . 

He said that Eric Dobbs, Andrew Miol^, D^e 
Reda and Lee Sugg were among a group of 20 
and almost 300 Swedes wbo were a^ted for shouti^ 
racist and neo-Nazi slogans dun^ the concert on J^ 4 
The other foreigners were released. (Reuters) 



Pope Rebuffed in Germany 

His Call on Abortion Counseling Is Widely Rejected 


honvdt l^iMunnnre-^if* AiNOJlnl Kfv 

Prime Minister Lionel Jospin addressing the National Assembly on Tuesday. 

Jospin Hopes to Calm Jobless 


Cnuftfey to Ar OBpahHo 

PARIS — Prime Minister 
Lionel Jospin will appear on 
television Wednesday to try 
to calm down a campaign by 
the jobless for higher benefits 
and to promote bis drive tocut 
the workweek to 35 hours, his 
party said Tuesday. 

Tbe bead of the Socialists in 
the National Assembly. Jean- 
Maic Ayraut, said Mr. Jospin 
would speak during ibe i^- 
ular news pro^am ai 8 PJVl 
on the piivaie channel TFl. 

hfr. Ayraut said he did cot 

Jospin Admits 
‘A Mistake’ 

On Remarks 


think Mr. Jospin would make 
a gesture to meet demands tty 
the jobless for a raise in min- 
imam onemployment bene- 
fits. 

‘ Daude Estiex. tbe Socialist’ 
leader In tbe Seoaie, said that 
raising minimuin benefits by 
1,500 francs (S250), as de- 
manded by the jobless activ- 
ists. would cost 60 million 
fruDCs. "Where would we 
find the cash?" he asked. 

Even if benefis were to be 
raised by just 3 tt> 4 billion 
francs, as retorted by one 


newspaper Tuesday, there 
would be no guarantee that 
jobless activists who have 
been demonstrating since 
mid-December would end 
their protests; Mr. Estier said. 

With unemployment at a 
near-record 12.4 percent of 
tbe working population, Mr. 
Jospin says that bringing 
down the jobless rate is the 
top priority of his govern- 
ment He also says that cut- 
ting the workweek to 35 hours 
ifom 39 hours will help create 
jobs. fAFP, Reuters) 


AseHce Francf^Preste 

H ANNOVj® , Germany — A call by Pope 
John Paul n for Roman Catholics to stop 
wor^g at abortion counseling centers in 
Germany was roundly rejected in government 
circles Tuesday. 

The Pope sent an apostolic letter last week 
to German bishops, asking them to change 
what bad been their generally favorable at- 
titude toward letting Roman ^tholics work 
in the centers, the newspaper Hannoversche 
Aligemeine reported. 

Although tbe contents of the letter have noi 
been made public, the newspaper cited senior 
church officials as having said that the Pope 
had called on Catholics to stop working at the 
centers. 

Thty are a necessary step in gelling an 
abortion in Germany , and the Pope does not 
want Catholics to take pan in a pmess lead- 
ing to abortion, the Hannoversche Aligemeine 
said. 

Spokesmen firon across the political spec- 
trum said the church would be falling in its 
role if it abandoned those who were in need, in 
this case women. 

To abandon women facing abortion 
“would be inhuman and unjustifiable," said 
Maria Eichhorn, chairman of the pariiomen- 
taty family committee of the governing co- 
alition. 

Her response was echoed by tbe opposition 
Social Democrats, whose spokesman on 
women's questions, Christel Hanewinckel. 
said in Bonn that if Catholics ceased to work 
in tile centers, this would be “a betrayal of 
women wbo seek help and of the Catholic 
church’s duty to provide spiritual aid." 

Abortion can’be carried out in Gennany in 
the first 12 weeks of pregnancy if the wexnan 


has a letter showing that she has visited a 
counseling center. 

.A majority in the German church favors a 
Catholic pre.sence in the centers, arguing that 
it provides an opportunity to persuade women 
against temiinaiing their pregnancies. The 
church runs 260 of the 1 .600 centers. 

The speaker of the lower house of Pv- 
liameni. Rita Suessmuth. a member of Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl's Christian Democratic 


A withdraH’al would be ‘a 
betraTal of women who seek 
help and of the Catholic 
church's dut>’ to provide 
spiritual aid.’ 

Union and herself a Catholic, called Tuesday 
on the chuieh not to pull out of the public 
counseling system. 

"Until now, the church has taken pan in 
this conflict for women" over whether to 
abort, she said. "If the church withdraws, its 
battle will be over but not that of women." ; 

Most German bishops want the church to 
remain active in the counseling system. 

There is, however, tension in the govern- 
ment over abortion. Chancellor Kohl's family 
minister. Claudia Nolle, thinks current leg- 
islation a compromise reached in 1995 
between liberal former East German laws and 
more restrictive former West German statutes 
— is too liberal and wants to cut down on the 
number of abortions. 

The officially registered number jumped 33 
percent from 1995 to 1996. to 130,899. 


Clinton Seeks Ban on the Export of Land Mines 


Heum the treaty. The weapons are 

<^'}£VA — President blamed for killing 25,000 
Bill CUnten urged tbe Con- people a year, 
ference on Disarmameni in Tbe 6I-inember Confer- 
Geireva oa Tuesday to nego- ence on Disarmament, 
date a worldwide ban on tbe sponsored by tbe United Na- 

J> > « • _r_ _ •_ _ 


PARIS — Prime Minister ference on Disarmameni in 
Lionel Jospin apologized to Geireva tm Tuesday to nego- 


die French National As- 
sembly on Tuesday for ac- 
cusing rightists of taking the 
wrong side in the century-old 
Drey^ affair and favoring 
slaveiy 150 years ago. 

“My ntisteke was to have 
lamped together the past and 
the present." the Socialist 
leada* said. ' 'This was not my 
intentidi, and 1 am sorry." 

Tbe acensations, msule a 
week ago during question 
time in me assembly, caused 


expent of land mines. 

In a speech read by tbe U .S . 
ambassador-designate to the 
fonrm. Robert Grey, Mr. 


lions, opened its 1 998 session 
Tues^y amid calls for ne- 
gotiations on both land mines 
and tomb material after a 


that has been resisted by the 
nuclear powers. 

In his statemeDU Mr. Clin- 
ton said: "J pledge the foil 
support of the United States 
delation in taking the next 
steps in the nuclear disarm- 


wide ban on the export of Washington next week for 
ami-personnel land mines." Senate confirmation hear- 
Mr. ClmtoD added, “If the ings. 
conference can promptly con- The UN secretar}'-general. 
elude these accords, comple- Kofi .Aiinan. in a message to 
menting deep bilateral reduc- the talks, called fra* nega- 
tions in nuclear arms and the ations to translate the Ottawa 
Ottawa Convention, we will Convention into a global ban. 


ament process and banning Ottawa Convention, we will 
antiTpersonnel land mines take important steps on the 


Clinton also proposed nego- year of impasse. The impasse 


from tbe face of the earth. 
"No issues are more im- 


tiations to halt pro^cuon of stems from a demand by the portant today to this body's 
plumnium and highly en- nonaligned nations to start work than a cutoff of fissile 


take important steps on the "It is now for your con- 
road to a world that, is free of ference. comprising all rel- 
nuclear weapons and safe for evant states, to play its role in 


plumnium and highly en- 
riched uranium, the fissile 
nteterral for nuclear bombs. 

Mr. Clinton’s remarks 
came in the wake of criticism 
of the United States for re- 
fusing to sign tbe Onawa- 


nonaUgned nations to start 
talks aimed at the elimination 
of nuclear weapons, a move 


work than a cutoff of fissile 
material production for nu- 
clear explosives and a world- 


children to tread." 

Mr. Grey, who was named 
envoy to the forum by Mr. 
Clinton in October, returns to 


achieving the desired goal of 
ensuring universal adherence 
to a total ban on land mines." 
Mr. Annan said. 


pandemonium and led to a Treaty banning anti-person- 
mass walkout by conserva- xtcl l^d mines last moutfa. 


live members. 

"In politics, one must ad- 
mit a nustake if one has some 
intellectua] rigor and a sense 
of democratic debate," Mr. 


Tbe president says that the 
United States shares the 
treaty's goals, but needs to 
keep its 1 million land mines 
buried in South Korea as a 


E-, 


ds 


Jospin told the assembly at guard against invasion from 


question tune. 

' ‘This is what I l»ve done, 
and what 1 am doing." he 
said. 


tbe Nortfa. 

China and Russia also de- 
clined to join the more, than 
120 (TOuntries that approved 
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ASIA/PACIFIC 


Cohen Finds Progress in China Ties 

‘Modest but Stetufy, ’ Secretary Says, Waning on High Expectations 


.BEDING — ^^nding up a visil to 
Qun^ the U.S* defuse secretaiy, Wil- 
^ 8in^C (Aen, cantioiied Tuesday against 
pyobfawo expectatioas of a much 
wanner ooililaiy rel ationship between 
the two cbuntiies and saiH hfy visit bad 
achieved *‘ino^t but steady’* pro- 
gress. 

‘Too oAefi we have tried to aocel- 
eiato our relations and we* ve had a spQto 
in «q>ectations and then a deq) lev^ of 
resentment when diey don’t bear out,” 
Mr. G>hat said. 

On thefinal day of his diree-day visit, 
Mr. Cohen said he had recuved a>n- 
fiimadon from Presidrat Jtang Zo^ 
that Beijing had stopped all transfers of 
anti-sh^ cruise ouKiles to Iran and 
would not help Tehran upgrade dte mig - 
silesftnowliu. 

The pledge was one of several steps 
forward, including a tour tw Mr. Cohen 
of a formerly secret sui dere^ tese in 
Beijing and the signing of a naval pact 
ain^ at avoi^ng clashes between tl.S. 
and Chinese warships. 

“Differences remain over Taiwan, 
human ri^its and other issues, but we 
have a munewoilE that allows” bodi 
countries’ armed forces “to work to- 
gether prodoctivety when we can and to 
oisa^ee peacefriUy when we cannot,” 
be said. 

At a news conference, the secret^ 
also said that be had b^t trust witn 
Defense Minister Chi Haotian and that 
the two bad agreed to gradually “deq>- 
en,-broaden and advance our milita^ 
contacts.” 

Such contacts b^an in the lS>80s but 
were stofped after the Qunese Army’s 
bloody crackdown on protesters in 
B^ng in 1989. 

Ties were also strained in Mandi 
1996 when U.S. uicrafr carrier groiq>s 
stomed tow^ Taiwan as the Chinese 
i]^taiy conducted exercises that were 
designed to voters on the 

island 

Mr. Cohen’s visit to China was of 
a swing tiuongh Asia and condnued 
later Tuesday with a visit to Jj^n. 

He hailed Us tour of the Air l^ense 
Conunand Center in l^ing on Monday 
as a si^ rhina was rea^ to he 
more q>ea and share more infbnna- 
tion. 

He said that the United States and 
China would continue to exchange vis- 
its of military leaders, encourage port 
visits by their navies aiul discuss how 
dieir aimed forces could conduct joint 
humanitarian operations. 

On a key security dispute — Chinese 
transfers ot cruise im^es to fran — 
Mr. Cohen said Bdjing bad halted die 
sales. 

“That was very significant from my 
paint of view,” Mr. Cohen said of whm 


he temied assurances given by Mi^. Jiang 
duiii^ a 6S-mmute meedng. 

“It was die veiy clear message that 
no sales will go forward, no transfers — 
period — to Iran,” die American said. 
^Tbotwonld include diose missiles that 
have been contracted frn* before.” 

Later, his aides said Mr. Jiang did not 
eiqilkidy state his government^ policy 
on die missile sales to Iran. 

The aides Mr. Cohen had told 
Mr. Jiang diatDefense Minister Chi told 
him on Monday that China would step 
all expo^ of cruise missiles to Iran. Mr. 
Jiang did not disagree, and Mr. Cohen 
interpreted dial as confirmation of Mk. 
Chi's statement, the aides said. 

Washing ton believes Iran has ob- 
tamed from 100 to 200 of the missiles 
over the last four to seven years and 
fears that they could be used against 
U.S. wai^ps or other shipping in the 
Gulf. 

Mr. Chi also raised BUj^’s objec- 
tioa to U.S. arms sales to Taiwan, which 
Qiina regards as a r^iel province. 

Mr. Cohen said he hadreaffintied the 


U.S. commitment to.acomds recogniz- 
ing Taiwan as a part of China, but told 
his counterpart diM *^azsis 

sales that go to Taiwan are purefy 
feosive in nature and they will remain 
so.” 

China was studying Mr. Cohen’s pro- 
posal for exchanges between die u.S. 
Strategic Command and Qiisa’s 
Second Ardlleiy, ibemilitaiy units diat 
control the countries’ nuclear ar sena l s, 
to reduce die chance of accidents, the 
secretary said. 

After be airived in Toltyo, Mfr. Cohen 
met widi Prime Minister Ryutfixo Ha- 
shiiDoto at his ofBcial residence. He also 
with Jqian's defense and fbr- 
ministers. 

The U.S. Embassy said the two sides 
agreed to enhance recently revised 
on fflilitaiy cooperation be- 
tween die United Sti^ and JapaiL 

They also a^eed on die need to cur- 
tail the U.S. military presence in Oki- 
nawa. 

Cohen said the secxetaiy gave 
Mr. Hashimoto a summary of ms dis- 



Prime Mimster Ryntsuro Hashimoto of Japan, right, hoMi^ in 
Tokyo on Tuesd^ with William Cofaeot the UJ5. secretary or defbase. 

enssions in Beijing and a review of his On Weda^y. bfr. Goto « to ^ 
weekloDatourofSon!heastAsia,where liveraseadoff sp^AlosmlorsaoOOT 
thermion’s economic crisis was adorn- die aircraft carrier mdqicndcai^wiiOT 
inant topic. The trip wffl end in South is scheduled to sail fer ^ Golf to 
Korea. week. (Return, AP) 


SUHARTO: Presumed Running Mate Is Statist Whose Views Are Anathema to the IMF 


Omtiniied from Page 1 

is a ventore to create an Indonesian 
aerospace indushy by boildiiig passen- 
ger planes. 

Ifis penchant for industrial policy has 
exaspomed free-maiket economists at 
SDch insdtutioos as the International 
Monetary Fond and the World Bank, 
which has criticized Jakarta for pouring 
resources into ambitioas industnal proj- 
ects instead of such goals as ed u cation. 

Only last week, the IMF demanded — 
and won — Mr. Suharto’s reluctant 
agreement to terminate government sub- 
sidres for hfr. Habibie’s airplane project 
' as part of a package of economic re- 
fyr^. The Fund is leadfrtg a $43 billioa 
imecnatuMial bailout of fridoaesia. 

AccortUngly. foreiga analysts and 
diplcMiiats were diundastruck at die idea 
that Suhi^, right after seeking the 
IMFs blessing, wmild take a step that 
mpears to amount to a thumb in the eye 
acme Fund a nd the maikets. 

“I dmi’t know what planet he’s on,” 
said Eogene Galbraidi, group head of 
research in Hong Kong at ABN- AMRO 
Hoaie Goveit Asia, who spent many 
years in Indooeria. “If the IMF is good 
at anytiiiiig — and I’m not convince it 
is — it would be getting countries to 
scale back on g over nm ent inyolvement 
in the economy. And yet the persw be 
seems poised to choose to run die coun- 
oy is the most statist person in the 
govemment If tnie, we’re set for a real 
disaster.” 


Although the /akacta scodr market’s 
index rose 2 percent Mon- 
day, the rupiah continued to hover 
around its record low against the dollar. 
The cutrency’s plxmge has left many 
Indonesian companies unable to pay 
their friieign d^cs because tiiey must 
now martial xhndi more rupiah to make 

principal or interest payments in other 
currencies. 

ThedoUarroseto lO.lSOiui^Taes- 
day, agrunst 9,600 in Jakarta on Mondi^ 
and its finish last week at 8AS0. 

A Western d^lomat here cantioired 
against drawing any firm concluskms 
about Nfr. Snharto’s p refer en ce for a 
successw. 

“We will know wfara he tells us, ” the 
diplomat said. “It’s literally tiiatsiiqile, 
and nntil tben, it’s all speculatittL” 

The di pintnar recounted how several 
years ago, Mr. Snhaito told his cabinet 
th»t he wanted to help maV#! a 
difficult decisioa, so he invited them to 
his house frir a traditional Javanese pq>- 
pet peiformance. Afteruraid, he timiM 
to me ministers and said he hoped hu 
message had become clear — reaving 
die beiraddled ministers to sort out what 
he wanted. 

“I’m jnft saying he’s very drEficnlt to 
read sometimes,” die diplomat said. 

But, he concedf^ “all diis has Cer- 
tainly moved Habibie’s stock np,** and 
an fedonesian political scientist said 
Nfr. Sohaito had telegra|died his support 
for 1^. Hahilne fairly clearly. 

Mr. Habibie has an engmeering de- 


gree aod enjoys deriding eeooctidsis as 
lacking undffitanding of how the worid 
works. Last year, he pot forward what 
he a “zigzag^* dreory (tf 

nomics in which he aigned that high 
interest rales would generate Tnfbtion. 

That aignment runs coanier to oon- 
venticoal economic dieory, wfaiefa holds 
that monetaiy an&tfhies sboold drive 
interest rates higher as a leaedy for 

/wilatwing tnflarirtnftry pre*BWes tmM- 

ing in the eooooasf. 

■ Security Incxeased in Jakarta 

Tnttpipff in will increase seentity m 
Jakarta ahead of the Moslim Bid id^iir 
festival and enforee too^ measures to 
mevent public cektaatxms of the 
Year, Reottrs rep ra ted. 

“We are ready to boost seenrity, and . 
we are ready to deal with disnutauces 
mdi as riots,*’ a milhaiy spokesmssi for 
the capital. Lieutenant Coksnd Na- 
clxrowi, s^ Thes(^. 

“We are rady to secure the capital 
/hiring rhim^ New Year and Eid 
ul-Fitr,” Colonel Naefarowi sakL 

The plans foDow a seto of attacks on 
shops in East Java last week affer price 
increases resulting from die coon&y's 
economic ciiris and after aoii‘- 
government prote^ in Jakarta. 

Military omciah have said diey will 
not tolerate any diszqjtioo of stability 
during the ecanonixc (frffkulnes and 
ahead of the presidential eicetion in 
March. 

Police officials Mid MJXX) potice- 


men and soldiers would be de|rioyed to 
saf^oard to mass exodus of Jakarta 
ceadeuis before Eid ul-Fltr and to en- 
sure secoriQr during the Eid and Cbinto 
New Year. 

MUlioDS of people leuim to tbeir 
hofnfe vtOages across to vast an- 
cfamdago tO'celduate to Eid festival, 
wmch marks to end of to fest^ 
in fwitli of Ramadan in main!^ Muslim 
tndftwwmi Tiayelos jam bos and train 
stations in to ca(Mtal at least one week 
before to celriiratioiis. 

The Chinese New Year starts Jan. 28, 
wfaQe Eid nl-Ite begins to next d^. 

Coknel Nadirowi said the milnaty 
had been infonned tot officials M 
Jakana’s Pntto Order Office wouki^ 
enri: down on anyone viohuing a ban* 
on pulto celdsanoDS of Qiineae New 
Year in to ciqr foUowxng recent ifis- 
torbances. 

lire Qimere nuaoriQr in Indonesia is 
deqdy resented for its dominance of 
private busures8,‘and political analysis 
have said that etok Chinese could be 
target^ as to country's debilitating 
eco n o m i c problems take hold. 

In East Java, some Store owners have 
pasted signs on their doors tot say 
“Muslims,** apparently in an alfenmt to 
tbea premises from mbae 
ownra by Chinese. 

A preadential decree issued in 1967 
niJea Chinese New Year to oot be a 
Buddhist holiday, fawring celebrations 
at Buddhist teo^es. Most Indonesian- 
Chinese are BuodhisL 


briefly 


Cambodians Shoot 
AtU^Endtas^Ccor 

PHNOM PJ5NH — Militaiy po- 
tiee fired two shots Ttaesday imo a 
U,S. Etribassy vehicle while trying 
to azres! a suqieci in Phnom vkah, 
wounding a man from Massachu- 
setts who was in to car. • 

Military police on motoreycks 
and in a ttocfc wounded a Jl-year- 
old Oantodiaii-AmeriCBB. Van 
Maty, wbm toy fired at the U.S. 
Embassy car, to seotnfty diicf of 
to military poUoe said. 

' Another OunbodiiihAnKricin 
fri, to car. Sun ChandBta,.30, also 
finm Massadnreietts, ttd to driver, 
a U.S. Ember^. co^doyee, were 
not hi^ to ptmoe sauL 

PolifieafGmhadgoiMtoahotol 
to aizest Nbi StoLChandan for fraod 
when to ad Many eluded 

tom and jutoed into to embassy 
car tot was waidpg for tom. 

Tbedriverretoed tostopand to 
police gave diase. to security 
ebtefsaid. (Reuters) 

SoniaGcmdhi 

Tri^HerHuuti 

NEW DELHI — Etter to es- 
MWwh tot she is part oflndia, to 
halian-boni widow of to forarer 
Prime Mimster Rigiv GantBu ad- 
dressedvotersTUe^yinHindi— 

ipfirwl hingiMige ^^ ag dte 

eaoDiwigned fer to Congress (I) 
Puiy. 

*T conader myself to be a 
dau^uer of India and have come 
here in that capac^,*’ news 
cies quoted S<^ Qmdhi as teiung 
a dMfhig crowd in to centra sttoe 
of Madhya tadesh. (AP) 

For the Record 

China, critidaed for Hs human 
rig^ re c or d , has asked Maty 
Robinson.totoUN official into 
field, to visiL (AP) 

Lenden of the parties to the 
secessioeist conflict on Papua 
New Gniirea*s Boumunville island 
heU their first day tf peace talks in 
New Zealand (Return) 

Prcsidenl Fidel Ramos 
ordered seenrity tightened 
around all FhUipmne govemment 
offices and oil facilities as to mil- 
itary freed to duef of the Com- 
nnmisi xebds snqiected of aflark- 
ing two oil offices. (Reuters) 
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As a part of our inflight duty free sales enhance- 
ment progr^, Thai Ainvays International Public 
Company Limited (THAI) is currendy seeking to 
appoint a professiomd and experienced company to 
provide comprehensive handling for our inflight duty 
free sales. 

Compames with experience in comprehensive 
inflight duly free handling are welcome to submit 
their company profile together with proven record of 
past e^erience in this fidd to: 

Secretary to the Sales on Board Committee 
Mrs. Anmee Phinpwat 

D^uty Vice President, Corporate Finance 
Thai Airways International Public Company limited 

89 \Ibhavadi Bangsit Ifoad, Bangkok 10900 

Submissions must be received not later than 
February 9, 1998 at 15:00 his. 
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In a Change of Tone, Khatami Denounces U.S. ^Oppression’ of Iranians 
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By Elaine Sciolino 

NewYoHiTimaStrme 


TEHRAN — lasiuiHisinglyharsb tones. Ptes- 
id^ Mohammed Khatami of Iran has criticized 
the United Staras for, he charged, oppressing the 
people of Iran, and vow^ that would never 

be oislaved 

1 ^. Khatami’s attack on the United States 
came in die noddle of a televised homlong ser- 
mon delivered to thousands gathered die twnb 
of AyatoQab RoboUah Khometni, the trader of 
Iran’s revolution, who (tied in 1^9. 

The crowds were gadieied in a poor neigb- 
boihood in soathern Tdnan to pray through die 
night on the eve of od6 of tte holiest ^ys of 
Shiite Islam: the d^ maridng the death Ah, the 
son-in-law of the jHophet Mohammed. 


It was not the time to be nice to Anudca. 

‘*We are not at war with the world,** Mr. 
Khatami said. *‘But we will not ^ve up our 
revolution^ principles, litis gloty was not 
gained easily, so it will not be given sp easily. We 
have enemies both before and the 
revoludon, the ones who damaged onr freedom, 
independence, interests and gl^. And most of 
diis damage came from America’s oj^rressive 
policies.” 

' The crowd intennipted hwn chanting 
“Death to America” several times. 

Mr. Khatami’s remarks were shar ply different 
in tone from his recent pnblie staiemenis. At a 
news conference in Dec^ber, be expresed to< 
speci for the American people and called die U.S. 
government its leghimate rqiresentative. And in 
an interview diis mondi widi CNN, he called for 


a dialogue with die American p^le through' 
culturalexchanges, although he said dtere was no 
need for political ties. 

In that interview. Mr. Khatami also tried to 
explain the Iranl^ rit^ ciy of ”De^ ro Amer- 
ica'* as a criticism not of the American people but 
of misguided policymakers. 

fri both the news conference and the interview, 
hfr. Vhntami was reaching out u> an American 
audience, and perhaps tryin g to elicit a positive 
gesture washingtoo as welL Bat no gesture 
came. 

Instead. Mr. Khatami, a cleric, has come under 
fire by a number of Iranian commentators who 
have mounted a campaign against him. Hiey 
disparaged as signs of softness and distortions of 
the truth his reinaiks that the seizure of the U.S. 
Embassy in 1979 “hurt** the American people. 


his disagreement with the ritual burning of the 
American flag and his praise for the founders of 
the United States. 

And in a sermon charged with rage last Friday, 
Ayarollah Sayed Ali Khameneu I^’s spiritual 
Ittder and the highest authority in the country, 
ruled out any diuogue with Uw United States, 
branding the counhy “the enemy of the Iranian 
nation.” 

Mr. Khamenei also denied suggestions from 
abroad and in the Iranian press that Mr. 
Khatami’s remarks signaled that Iran may be 
moving toward a rapprochement with the United 
States, calling it “tncky pFopaganda*^* designed 
to destroy the unity of Iran's revolution. 

Mr. Khatami h^ often stated that it is Mr. 
Khamenei who has more authority iniran. And in 
his sermon Monday night, Mr. Khatami may 


have been trying to signal that whatever his 
personal views &e unity of Iran's Islamic re- 
public comes fir&L 

“Both before and after the revolution. Amer-. 
icon politicians acted toward the world as if they; 
were the masters,’' he said. 

At another point, he said U.S. legislation that 
demands punitive sanctions on foreign compa-. 
nies that mvest heavily in Iran proved that the^ 
United States wants to impose its will not only on! 
Iran, but also on Europe and .Asia. 

“They want to imp^ their ovkn domestic law . 
on the world,” he said. 

“The world will not tolerate a master any more 
— not only will wc not tolerate a master, neither 
wi 11 the world. The embi^o has led .America into 
isolation. America's polibcians are betraying the 
American people.” 


Outcry Forces 
U.S, Museum 
To Reverse Its 
Snub of Arafat 


By Barton Geliman 

WashtngfOfi Fott Service 

WASHINGTON — Ihe U.S. Holo- 
caust Meoioriat Museui^ fri^ with a 
lebellioo oa its governing board and 
what one official desaribetTas “a public 
outcry” against a dechdon to snub die 
Palestinian leader, Yasser Arafat, has 
reversed itself and will invite die former 
gaerriOa chief to a VIP tour escorted by 
the moseom's two top-ianking officials. 

“When I make a mistalfg, I'm big 
enough to admit 1 irutHft a mistake,*’ 
Miles Lennan, chairman of the Holo- 
caust Memorial Coondl, said in a tele- 
|dione infiorview Mmiday. “Ilie buck 
sum at my desk. I am the chaimian.** 

He add^ “The more I think about it, 
the more I ddnk die visit of Arafot to this 
museum will serve a good purpose fev 
peace.” 

Ruth Mandel, vice chairman of the 
museum’s board, said she and hfr. Ler- 
man would “take him aToimd person- 
alty” if Mr. Arafat was still willing to 
die tlj^. niplnmarig soUTCeS Said 
tall« were under w^ to arrange die 

The pieadent of die Palestinian Au- 
thority 15 to meet Resident Bill Qintop 
on I^nsday, and mnseiim nffirlabi said 
they were trying to arrange a tour for the 
next day. 

The idea for die visit came from 
Aaron Mdler, depn^ to the State De- 
partment’s special huddle East coordin- 
ator, Dennis Ross. Ihey are bodi mem- 
bers of the mosemn board and di^ 
persuaded Mr. Arafat, in dnoa^ 
inteccncdiaries, to die viaL 

Batsourcesattitemnseumsajdineai' 
bers <MF the Amelia Jewish common^ 
warned Mr, Lennan and die museum's 
director. Walter Reich, diat Mr. Arafat 
should not be welcomed to the memorial 
to Hidex's victims. 

Associates said diey were stunned and 
distressed Aat a gesture of recondliatkn 
and ondezstanding had been rebuffed. 

Secretary ofState Madeleine Albright 
said 00 NBC’s “Meet die Press” dial it 
was “too bad” Mr. Arafat had been 
turned away, adding: *’]t would have 
been appipixtate ID have him treated as a 
VIP.” Othtf administration officials, in 
private telq^ooe calls to die fedo^y 
funded mwivirtal, diexT di^lcas- 
uie blown. 

Mrs. Mandd, sayix^ she was vmy 
angry that she had not been consults 
last wedCi said Mr. Lennan told her he 
“gM stxne bad advice, went against his 
instincts and acred in a way he now 
regreo.” 

“He considers what eariier happened 
a mistake and we’re doing what we can 
to tom this azoimd,” said Mrs. Mandel, a 
professor at Ru^m Univasity and di- 
rector, of its Eagleion Institute of Pol- 
itics. 

Mr. Reich, who was described by 
Mis. Mandel and two other associates of 
Mr. Leiman’s as the main (mponent of 
Mr. Arafat’s visit, stressed £at “there 
has been no reversal ^ policy.” 

But he said Mr. Arafat “is an offidai 
guest of the U.S. government and of the 
president and as such should be accorded 
every posdble courtesy, in my judg- 
ment, and with all tiie dignity due to an 
ofiicialjnesL*’ 

Mr. Risidi »bat the mu- 

seum would not receive .the Palestinian 

leader as a head of state, a fmmality that 
generally involves the laying of a wreath 
in die Ibil of Remembrance, where an 
etemal flame memorializes EUtler’s vic- 
tims. 

Mrs. Mandel, asked about tiiat pro- 
viso, relied. “1 don’t think we’re goh^ 
to make a lot of fine di^rinnftnfie at this 
point.” 

Whetiier hfr. Arafru will acc^ the 
overture is unknown. 

Ahmed Abdel Rahman, director gen- 
eral of Mr. Aral’s executive office, 
asked in a telqibone interview from Ga- 
za City: ’ 'Who will invite him? Will they 
tell him in public?” 

He added: “I don’t chink he will say 
DO. It de pends on the invitatioiL If it is 
of^ial, and they respect him, there 
will be no mt^lem.” 

Thomas Bueigenthal, a law jirofiBSW 
at George Washington Universiiy and a 
mender of ^ museum board's exe^ 
utive committee, said the initial rebun 
was “a stupid decision.” 

"I’m Me of the youngest survivwsrf 

Auschwitz, and I just don’t want to tc 

part of this decision,” he said before Mr. 

Lennan’s announcement. 

Other officials said the museiun. and 

Mr. Leixnaiu had been flooded udlh tele- 
phone calls and faxes, many of tbw 
from Holocaust survivors, uig^ that 
Mr. Arafat be given a chance to Iwru at 
first hand about one of the denning 
events of Jewish history. 



Troops Deployed in Harare Rioting 


Thf Associard Press 


ro 


A shopping center and a vehide bunung Tuesday in a Harare suburb hh by riotii^. 


HARARE, Zimbabwe — Army tro^ ready 
shoot “trouble causers” were sent to the ^mbabwean 
capital on Tuesday, the sectmd straight day of rioting 
over increased food prices. 

It was the first time troops were deployed to control 
unrest since the countiy. formerly called' Rhodesia, 
gained its independence in 1980. 

“They have not been trained to use batons like the 
police,” said the home affairs minister, Dumiso 
Dabengwa. “Tl^ will not hesitate to shoot any trouble 
causers.” He said the army had been put on a countiy- 
vride alert in case rioting ^read from Harare to other 
urban centers. There have been no reports of unrest 
outside the capitaL 

“We have been left with no other choice than to 
bring in the army,” Mr. Dabmgwa said. 

The unrest tfam b^an Monday and continued Tues- 
day was the second empdon of rioting in Zimbabwe in 
recent montiis, shoti^ a growing hostility toward the 
government of President Robert Mugabe. 

Mr. Mugabe, who has ruled' S^babwe since in- 
dependence. has been accused of heading an autocratic, 
corrupt administration that is driviDg the country to- 
ward economic ruin. 

Government officials and their cronies have ben- 
efited from land programs that are supposed to help poor 
blacks. A pension plan for former guerrilla fighters was 
riddled with comiption. leadi^ to increasingly bitter 
pro t est s by the war veterans Dotil tbegoxrernment agrMd 


last year to pay them more than 4 biliion Zimbabwe' 
dollars ($222 million) in a budget-breaking move. 

In the rioting this week, the police fired tear ga.s and' 
live ammunition at people who looted shops and stoned 
vehicles in central Harare and some of its suburbs. 

On Tuesday, thousands of people fled the city center, 
fearing new violence. Military helicopters cirelod over- _ 
h^d and most businesses in central Harare were locked ' 
up by midmoming. 

'The day before, demonstrators and police buttled in 
the city center, with hundreds of people left choking 
and retching from tear gas. One man was seen bleeding 
heavily from shooting wounds to his legs. 

The police have released no information on the 
number of people who have been hurt or arrested. 

Most bus services were suspended and taxi vans ran 
limited routes, preventing many workers from reaching 
theirjobs. 

The protests were sparked by a 21 percent increase 
Monday in the price of com m^, following increases 
of more than 25 percent on most es.sential gtKids and 
foods in the first two weeks of 1998. 

On Monday night, the government ordered milling 
companies to scrap the com meal price rise. Commerce 
Minister Nathan Shamuyaiira said the government 
found no justification for the price increase. 

Business leaders have blaiiied the price increases cm 
government policies that also are cited as the reason for 
a 50 percent decline of the Zimbabwe dollar against the 
U.S. dollar since November. 


Kohl Declines to Philosophize’ on Italy’s EMU Bid 


BRIEFLY 


By Alan Friedman 

Iiaematumal Herald Tribune 


ROME — Chancellor Helmut K<^ 
ended a Tnw»riTig with his Italian roim- 
teipart here Tbesday ni^t noting that 
Eiropean Union finance ministers had 
piais^ Italy's efforts to qualify for 
Eunmean Monetary Union. But he re- 
fused to issue the ringing endorsement 
that many Italians had bew hoping for. 

Rmne’s deficit xeducticxi efforts, hff. 
Kohl said, “have been well recognized, 
but Aere is no poiac in pbiloso^uzang 
now.” At a joint news conference wifli 
Prime Minister Romano Ptodi, hfr*. Kohl 


said there would be no early decisions on 
whic±i nations can qualify for monetary 
union, and that the decisiem would be 
made at a special European summit 
meeting on }^y 2. 

Mr. Kohl, pn»sed by reporter s for a 
statement on Italy’s chanfces, limited 
hzmself ro staling that all eand^tes for 
numetary union “need to do their home- 
work, arid the report will be issued 

in May.” - - 

The tone of the Kohl-Prodi meeting 
was jovi^ with both men stressing (heir 
friendship. But Mr. Kcdii, who opinion 

e >Qs say is facing (^position to tiie 
imching of die single currescy from a 


majority of the (jerman people, was 
carefol to avoid committing hhnself 
about Italy. 

The ch^cellor was combative when 
asked to comment on Italy’s plans to 
reduce its pnblic-sector d^ which is 
DOW mme than 120 percent of gross 
domestic product but is gradually de- 
dining. '■‘That issue cannot be addressed 
today,^* Mr. Kohl rallied. “AH de- 
cisions will be taken on the basis of the 
treaty of MaastrichL” 

Asked about a recent public opinion 
poll in Geraiany tiiat showed more than 
70 percent against the introductioD of the 
euro, Mr. eiqiressed his optimism 


that a majority of Germans woold eveo- 
nially support the single currency. 

He add^ that he believed lus efforts 
on behalf of the euro would increase his 
party's chances of winning general elec- 
tions in Sep^ber. 

Mr. Prodi said the meeting had'eon- 
finned that Germany and Italy had a 
common objective of biding a Europe 
“that is economically strong and po- 
litically united.” He- also said that the 
recent flow of Kurdish refugees to Italy 
had been discussed. Mr. Prodi said -be 
had reassured Mr. Kohl that Italy was 
committed to introducing a new and 
tougher immigratioo law soon. 


IRAQ : Butler Calls Talks the Tautest Yet 


would gain if the Iraqi embargo ended — 
vrill lo^ witii more synqia&y on Iraqi 
plalms tban inri Bpgnrien t technical in- 
spectors have before. 

Even widi diplomatic support, 
however, Iraq^wiil have substantive 
problems get&ng clearance on both pro- 
grams. Serioos doubts remain about both 
maroiial and docunwotary evidence. 

“A key example is accounting for the 
missile warhead.” Mr. Butler said. 
“There were at least 75 of these specral 
warlreads made. We destroyed 30 of 
diem, so we know they were there. Tliey 
say th^r destroyed the other 45, but 
wn .. yt lif tfaQ^'ye not been able to prove that to us. 

fVnitB JtlOllSR JjlCBtlTlff There is also a hint that there may have 

^ been an gHditinniiL 25.” 

“We also need to know what they 


CoDtinued from Page 1 

goes some way toward meeting Iraqi 
demands fix “balance” — or fewer 
American experts. 

Some UN officials say they fear that 
die Ira^ are trying to outflank the dis- 

ar matnanr m mmi sfiinn d^lomaticalty, 

hoping Russian, Chinese and per- 
ha^ inreoch eiqierts — all from coun- 
tries widi commacial interests that 


MTOEAST; 




Continued from Page 1 

including the House speaker. Newt Gin- 
grich, Rejxiblican or Georgia, and die 
chaiTTnan of the Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee. Jesse Helms, Repub- 
lican of Nortb Carolina. 

■ Qinton’s *SDub Diplomacy* 

Barton Gellnum of The Washington 
Post reported: 

Having declined to find time for Mr. 
Netao^DU in November, even as their 
aircraft parked nose to tail at Los 
Angeles uteroational Airport, Mr. Qin- 
ton is continuing what tme administra- 
tion official described as a deniable bat 
obvious padem of ’'snub dmlomacy.” 

Tues^y 's schedule includes no break- 
ing of bread, no visit to Blair House, 
where hi gh -level foreign visitors oftoi 
stay, no joint public rqmeaianr^ 
“We’jre treating him tike the 
ident of Bulgaria.” the official 
Tlieo be added that Mr. Clinton would 
go jftgginp with the president of Bul- 
garia, ”so dial’s not fair.” 

Mr. Netanyahu, for his part made ^ 
fueliogs known in a private meeting with 
the Jewish philand^pist Edgar Bron- 
fiman Si. a fw weeks ago. 

“Don’t you know," he told Mr. Bron- 

ftnan, s ummari ring Mr. ClintOn’S at- 
titude, “thoe’s Saddam Hussein of the 
West, and there’s me. Saddam Hussein 
the East. 


were filled with,” be said, adding that 
the commission wanted specific uifor- 
matioo on what kind of genn warfare 
agents or gases were lo^ed into the 
missiles and bow and where they were 


inspectors 

nktaatacco 


: accompanied any 

acts of ^traction. 

This is needed to examine sites where 
weapons were said to be destreyed. Mr. 
BotlW called it a ’ forensic process.” 

“They hate us ro get documents,” he 
said. ”^ie of the reasons is that Ib^ are 
great document-keepers.” 

But reviews will beg^ be said, even 
if documents are still missuig. 

..j 





AirLiodin^Vrhr A mm T il Pic«. 

Foreign Minister Yevgeni Primakov of Russia, left, and Strobe Talbott, 
U.S. deputy secret^ of state, discus.sing the latest crisis over UN 
weapons inspectors in Iraq* Hiey met Tuesday at a conference in Sweden. 


— six months from the National As- 
sembly decision in November to recom- 
have agreed we’U get in some, mend an end to cooperation with the 
to sit with US and the Ir^is and arms inspectors or six months frmn the 

speech on Sanirday by President Sad- 


ce. 


thin through ro see where the truth 
lies.” hff. Butler sakl “But 1 made it 
very, very clear that we are not prqia^ 
to accept some kind of externai adju- 
dicuion. R's not like thaL We’re in con- 
trol of this, but vre will happily accept 
inromatioiia] assistance and guidance.” 

Although there have been other tech- 
nical evaluations of Iraqi evidence, tiie 
agreenwnt Tuesday came with tiie vague 
deadline for a complete breakdown of 
inspections banging over tiie talks. 

Mr. Butler said be had asked Mr. Aziz 
exactly what was meant by six months 


dam. who “endorred” the powerless 
assembly’s call. 

The Iraqis refused to discuss the issue, 
Mr. Butler said, adding that be expected 
a period of rising tension with Iraq be- 
tween now and April, when the Security 
Conncil next reviews sanctions. 

Iraq is Likely to ini»s harder than ever 
for an end to inspections, altbongh even 
with some files closed Baghdad will still 
face a iong-tenn monitoring program at 
high-technology UN laboratories here. 

"They contend that th^ don’t have 


any weapons of mass destruction and 
that only the wicked Unscom won't see 
it that way,” Mr. Butler said, referring to 
die Unit^ Nations Specif Commis- 
sion. 

“We actually had this out this mom- 
ira,” be said of the confrontation with 
Aziz. 

“Towards the end of our discussion, 
there was a preny robust exchange be- 
tween him and me, where I said: 'Sir, 
what you’re telling us is that you don’t 
have any of these things aw more and no 
means of making bad stuff, and the oiily 
reason why this is not accepted by the 
world community is because the wicked 
Unscom won’t see it tiiat way. Right?’ 

“And he said, ‘Yes, that's right’ ” 


Archbishop Seeks 
African Debt Relief 

ADDIS ABABA. Ethiopia 
The Archbishop of Canterbury, 
leader of 70 million Anglicans 
around the world, urged Tuesday 
that Africa's crippling debt be for- 
given to celebrate the millennium. 

“Have the moral courage ro take 
the chains off Africa by relieving her 
of the burden of unpayable debt,” 
Aicbbisboii George C^y told 500 
representatives of the Organization 
of African Unity and the UN Eco- 
nomic Coaunission for Africa. 

The debt for 52 sub-Sahanm Af- 
rican countries has reached $235 
billion, mostly to the International 
Monetary Fund, the World Bank, 
the African Development Bank and 
individual governments. (API 

Chposition Leader 
jmested in Congo 

KINSHASA, Congo — The 
army arrested the outspoken oppo- 
sition leader Joseph Oiengankoy 
after breaking into his office Tues- 
day, his party said. 

Ilie arrest in Kinshasa followed 
weekend comments b}' President 
Laurent Kabila in which he reaf- 
firmed a ban on political activity in 
the former Zaire during a nvo->'ear 
transition that endts next year. 

‘ ‘ Olenganktty was taken away by 
an armada of soldiers,” said a 
spokesman for his party, the In- 
novative Forces for Union and Soli- 
darity. 

There was no official confirm- 
ation of the arrest. iRi’iiUTsl 

Landslide Snarls 
Traffic in Peru 

LIMA — Heavy machineiy was 
being used Tuesday to clear mud 
and rubble from a landslide that has 
blocked one of Peru's principal 
highways for three days. 

The Friday night landslide 
covered two rniles of the highway 
that links Lima to the central high- 
lands, Peru's main source of fruits 
and vegetables. lAP) 

For the Record 

Leftist rebels dynamited 
Colombia’s main pipeline twice in 
recent days, suspending pumping 
and spilling 1 2,000 barrels of crude 
oil into two rivers, the state-owmed 
oil company Ecopetrol said. (API 


But for all their mutual di^leasure. UNKNOWN: Pentagon Delves Into iJie ^Anonymitf of Serviceman in Arlington Tomb 

senior aides to both men said the visit ^ ^ d o 


was unlikely to become the open battb 
sought Ity Mr. Netanyahu’s dtxnestic 
and inteniatitmal foes. Mr. Clinton, his 
advisers said, intend to probe and prod 
Mr. Netany^u. Mr. Netanyahu, ar- 
mored with a display of strong among 
American Jews, the Quisiian religious 
right and Republican leaders in Con- 
gress, iotends to warn the president 
against mishing too far. 

Hie CUnton administration believes 
that Mr. Netanyahu is putting too little of 
die West Bank on the negotiating table to 
cut a d^ with the Palestinians and is 
engaging in too many provocative acts 
of settiement expansion there. 


Cootmaed from Pa^e 1 

against assuming that the 'Vietnam cas- 
ualty in the tomb was Lieutenant 
Biasrie. But he said that every effort 
would be made ro retrace the p^ier trail 
ami that tests on the actual remains were 
a possibility. 

“We’re hoping we can do something 
to satisfy the fai^y,” said the spokes- 
man. La^ Greer. “We’rcnotsurewhat 
that is.” 

Mr. Greer, who was an air force of- 
ficer for 27 years before taking his cur- 
rent post, rejected any suggestion of 
deliberate deception. 

\ 


He confiimed that the identity card testing and other advances in forensics, 
and money found on the re mains had ‘the Pentagon had trouble finding an un- 

vanisbed but said diey could have been ’ ' - 

lost or stolen from tiie time of the body's 
di^very by a South Vietnamese patrol 
until the remains arrived at a mortuary in 
Saigon. 

Mr. Greer conceded that scune records 
potaining to the remains had been 
stroyed, as CBS reported, but he said that 
was standard politty. as was widely re- 
ported at the time, to * ’preserve the sanc- 
tity of the unknown.” 

Unlike previous wars, the Vietnam 
conflia did not ^eld many bodies that 
could not be identified. Because of DNA 


known serviceman from that war to hon- 
or. ‘ 

. But Nie was finally chosen, and in 
Memorial Day services in 1984 his re- 
mains were interred next to his brethren 
from earlier wars. 

“Asa child, did be play oa some street 
in a great American city?” President 
Ronald Reagan asked, his voice choked 
with emotion. “Did he work beside his 
father on a farm in America’s heartland? 
Did he many? Did he have children?” 

No, Iris. Blassie said Monday, as- 
suming for a moment that the re mains 


are her brother's. Michael Blassie grew 
up in St. Louis, was single, loved ^ns 
and graduated from the Air Irorce 
Academy. His father, now dead, was a 
meat-cutter. 

Suj^xise. his sister was asked, that the 
remains in the tomb are aoi those of her 
brother. Thar will be all right, she said, 
because at least the family will know. 

And ifthe remains are his? “We want 
ro bring him h<»ne.” she said, arfHtng 
that “home” could mean a cemetery in 
St. Louis or, perhaps, Arli^ion itself. 

"Putting him to rest with a name cm 
the headstone that would be home,” 
she said. 


I 
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ftlBUSHED wrm Tlia MBW ttncK TIMKS AND IHe WAOnNUTON FOST 


Real Help for Africa 


The Clinton administration says it is 
putting Afiica near the of its pri- 
otjQr list for foreign poh'cy this year. 
President Bill Clintm will visit the 
continent, and ofRciais are wozidng 
with Congress to foige an initiative 
that would reward mostly with in- 
creased trade and investment — tiiose 
nations that are pursuing sound eco- 
nomic policies and malring progress on 
their own. Despite die poverty and civil 
conjflict that still grip so many African 
natio^ such relative success stories 
do exut, although they do not get much 
attention, and the administration is 
right to reach out to them. 

But a plank of any successfrd 
Africa policy — debt reUef — is in 
trouble right now, in need of a decisive 
push. Too many countries, even ones 
doing everything right in fiscal and 
soci^ policy, &id Aemselves bur- 
dened 1^ old ddjts, assun^ by long- 
gone dictators to pay for long-past wars 
and long-forgotten monuments. No 
matter bow fast they race, these nations 
cannot get ah^ of dieir interest pay- 
ments, and so even the most demo- 
cratic and sensible teenies find them- 
selves unable to deliver snfiicient 
im^vements in standards of living. 

One such Iwrdened country is 
Mozambique, which has emoged 
from a 16-year civil war and shucked 


its old Marxist ideology. It has a demo- 
cratic govemmenL, a decade of good 
ecMiomic progress and a commitment 
to Plication its population of 18 
million — overall, as World Bank 
Ibidem James D. Wolfensohn has 
written, “a track' record of good policy 
perfonnance that qualifies it for a debt 
relief decision now.*’ And its need is 
beyond question. Average income is 
less than $100 per person, per year. 
More than perc^ of adults are 
illiterate, more than one-third have no 
access to drinking water. Yet the 
country spends roughly twice on debt 
payments what it spends on educadoo, 
and four times as much as on health, 
accordins to Oxfrun IntemationaL 
Tte World Bank and the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund have agreed to 
greatly reduce Mozambique’s debt to 
diem, but that will not h^ much un- 
less bilateral creditOTS — including 
Russia, Fiance, Italy and others — also 
agree to i^uce Mozambique’s debt to 
sustainable levels. Repiesentatives of 
these creditor oatioas. mcluding the 
United States, are scbednled to meet 
this weelL Whether they take mean- 
ingfril action will be closely watched 
as a measure of whether the rich 
world's latest initiative toward Africa 
is rhetoric or reality. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 


The Pope Visits Cuba 


Pope John Paul II has visited many 
dictatorships, bnt few of his trips have 
carried the expectations of diis week’s 
visit to Ctiba. Anyone hoping that the 
visit will make Cuba much freer or 
shorten Hdel Castro’s rule is likely to 
be dis^ipoint^ Only a few (wevious 
papal trips have had political rever- 
berations, and those have taken place 
in circumstances very different from 
those in Cuba today. 

The closest the Pope usually comes 
to disenssing secular politics is his 
embrace ofiel^ious freedom and otii- 
er human rights and his insistence on 
policies that help the poor. He is known 
as an anti-Communih, but he also crit- 
icizes what he calls savage capitalism 
and opposes economic embargoes, two 
views that match those of Castro. 

The Pope, however, is above all an 
evangelist He travels to minis ter to 
Catholics, win more limits for Catii- 
olicism and strengthen aty j dianpftne 
the church. His political effect is greater 
when the churen itself has a majorpolit- 
ical iQle, which is not die case in Cuba. 

The best example, of cou^ Is Po- 
land, where die Pope’s contribution to 
the rise of Solidarity in August 1980 
and the Ml cd' communism was un- 
mistakable. Elarol Wojtyla visited his 
country eight months af^ bis election 
as Pope John 'Paul II in 1978. At die 
time, commuiiism was weakening and 
the exposition, led largely by the 
church, was growing telder. The 
Pt^’s visit, which drw crowds of up 
to 2 million, gave Poles moral and 
physical courage. Without directly, 
criticizing the state, the Pope provided 
a challenge to communism. 


In recent years, the Pope's most 
potitit^ trip was an 11-hour visit to 
Sandinista Nicaragua in 1983. The 
Catholic Oiurch was split, always a 
situation of great concern to the Pope, 
'ne cardinal was the de facto lea^ 
of the political opposition, but leftist 
priests served in the govemmenL The 
Pope rebaked die Sandinista priests, 
whose “liberation dieology’* ne has 
long considered insubordinate and 
overly political. Since ^ division in- 
side the church so closely mirrored the 
natiou's political debate, the Pope's 
disapi^iM was widely taken as a de- 
vastating criticism of the Sandinista 
govemmenL 

Cuba's Catholic Church has become 
a more active voice against the gov- 
ernment in recent years. The papal visit 
may embolden h frirtfaer and win 
some of the freedoms it still lacks, such 
as re-estabUshment of Catholic 
schools and more visas for visiting 
Latin American (xiests. 

Often the Pope’s biggest effect 
comes before he arrives. Just before the 
Pope’s ^tisit to Chile to 1987, Goaoul 
Ai^[usio Pinochet allowed the publi- 
cation of independent newsp^iecs. Mr. 
Castro bas ea^ his harsh restrictions 
OB the church since talks began with 
die Vatican about a possible crip. In 
June 1996 die regime allowed a public 
Mass for die first time in 25 years. Last 
month Cubans got a public holiday on 
Christmas, and Havana’s cardinal re- 
cently gave a televisioo address for the- 
first time since Mr. Castro took pgwer. 
In this sense, the Pope has alie^ put 
his inqnint on Cuba. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Emptying the Oceans 


America’s fisheries are not in good 
shape. By some accounts, more than 
two-thirds of all commercially imrar- 
tant fish populations are now classmed 
as “fully nshed” or “overexploited,” 
which means that tiiey are in decline 
or heading there. 

There are many reasons for this, 

’ including .bloated fishing fleets, the 
absence of strong interoatimial reg- 
ulations and the pollution of wetlands, 
coral reefs and ctii^ inqxirtant breed- 
ing grounds. Anodier destructive 
force, and peiiiaps the most pointless, 
is “l^-catch” — fish that are inad- 
vertently caught and thrown back, usu- 
ally dead, because the fleets do not 
intend to bring them to xnatkeL About 
20 million tons o£ fisK one-quaiter of 
the annual worldwide catch, are 
wasted in this way. 

The task of mimnuzing by-catch, 
and otherwise ensuring the recovery of 
■over&hed species in American wa- 
] ters, now rests with the National Mari- 
time Fisheries Sovice, which is writ- 
ing regulations to carry out the 1996 
• Sustainable nsheries AcL 

Approved despite strong opposition 
frt^ commercial fishing interests, die 
■ act finall y tilted the rules in favor of the 
fisL It nsquhed the nati^’s eight re- 
gional fishing councils to adopt res- 
toration plans, including strict quotas 


where necessary, and it told the Fish- 
eries Service to figure out how to re- 
duce by-catch. 

For some species, adjustmeots in 
fishmg methods coolddo wonders. Re- 
quiring shrimp boats in tiie Golf of 
Mexico to modify their nets could cut 
by half Ae number of red sm^per 
unintentioiully caught and Idlied. 

Other changes will be more con- 
troversiaL Jibing with “long lines,’’ 
for exaorqile, is the main ixi^od of 
catching tuna, swordfish and ocher spe- 
cies in Reopen seas. Long lines consist 
of higb-str^th fishing lines baited 
with as many as 3,000 hooks. These 
hooks loll many juvenile fish that are 
essential to the recovery of any species, 
as well as fish that now recerve some 
legal protection, like marlin, giant 
bluefin tnna and aharlrs_ 

In 1991 the United Nations placed 
.amoratorium on huge drift nets. Tough 
restrictions on long lines would be the 
next logical step. 

Even the fishing industry cannot 
much longer ignore the obvious. As 
(Mie conservation group, the Natural 
Resources Defease CouncU, put it in 
an influential study last year, ‘ ’We are 
no loiter living off the income of our 
fisheries, but eating deeply into the 
capital.” 

— WE NEW YORK TIMES. 
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Suppose These Leaders Had the Stature of Sadat 

^ T an « otaM ntK 1967 lines, limited adju.stoiem!c 


W ASHINOTON — An important 
anniversary quietly, slipped by 
tins past November. It was tte ^tb 
anni versaiy of Aowar Sadat’s visit te 
Jerusalem. It is worth recalim| Mr. 
’Sadat these days — both his wisdom 
and his courage to just get on a plane, 
fly to I^eL exteM hu hand n> the 
Israeli people and tiius pave the way for 
the first Arab-lsraeli peace. 

Juteoty years later, the lesson of 
Sadatism seems to have been forgotten 
by both Israeli and Arab leaders. We 
are back in a pre-Sadat era. 

I am sure iPrime Minister fieejamin 
N ftfflm fahii has not come to Pt^ident 
BUI Clhiton eim^-handed. He will haite 
offered some ratiier Israeli wUMrawal 
from the West Bank, and may acc^ 
rtiflt the Palestinians will not have to 
all his d*wtands up front before he 
has to do anydiing. That is good 
But what demands be attaches for 
the P^estinians, whether it is the laun- 
dry list be put out in Israel — a list that 
seemed designed more to win a pro- 
paganda war with die Palestinians than 
to eUcii thw r^ security cooperation 
— lemains to be seen. 

As for Yasser ArafaL one hopes he 
will come witii concrete, detailed couo- 
terpropo^, not just complairus. Pl^- 


By Thomas L- Friedman 

ing the victim only t^pts tiiis 
govenunent to treat him even more like 
a weak, inept vassal , 

StiU, even with the best of details, it 

is hard to ge: excited about this week’s 

meetings, now can you? You can only 
get ^ted about a summit when you 
sense that there is someone there with 
the will to create a real breakthrough. 
That is simply not the case here. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s whole strategy 
seems to be to slow down history, not to 
make it, and Mr. Ara&t's wtote pre- 
occupation is with being a victim of 
history, not its author. 

Ireriize that this is just a fanta^', but 
think what it would sound like Mr* 
Netanyahu and Mr. Aiafiai approached 
peacemaking like Anwar SadaL The 
essence Mr. Sadat’s approach was 
Tha i you Start by reartiling out to the 
other side and reassuring Uoo the most 
important psychological issues, and 
then you ask for ail you want in return. 

Anwar Netanyahu would say this: 

“My j^lesdnian neighbors, let me 
assure you rhat at the end of diese 
negotiations there is going to be a Pal- 
estinian state in the West Bank and 


f;pM- You are entitled to a stw like 
any other people. 

“And as the sovereign rulers or mac 

Paiestiman state, it will be up to you to 

decide how many resets you “ 

yon warn to all live in high-rises, like 
Hong Kong, so that every PalcstiniM 
refugee can renin, that’s your big- 
ness. I want (0 give the Palestinian 
refugees a stake in this process, too. 

“But having ^ven these assurances, 
1 will insist that your state be der^- 
tcarized and ib^ Iwl have an ongoing 
role in ensuring tiat h remains such. 
1 will insist that your state be smaller 
than the 1967 borders, which were not 
defeasible. And I will insist that a 


1967 tines, limited adju.stoiems may 
be to deal with issues of pop* 

ukttion and security. 

“ But having given these u.vsur> 
ances, we will dem^ Palestinian con- 
trol over the vast majonty of the est 
Bank. We will insist on nmning the; 
Moslbn religious sites in Jenisalcm and 
will seek to establish our cryutal in the 
Jerusalem area. But we. too, will leave 
this to die last stage. 

“Now let’s talk details.” 

As I said, just a fanusy. But if you 
want to know whether the talks this 
week are going anywhere, listen lu Mr. 
Netanyahu arid Mr. AtaM. 

And then measure tiKir words 


oeieasiDK. y\na i wm uisim 
united JefBOlem remam with IsiMl, SadatstudiM . J*®. 

but we are ready to listen toyour ckums dard of a mM w4to did not hide bch^ 
and to deal with this issue iak 


“Now let’s talk details.” 

Anwar Ar^t would say this: 

“My braeli nei^ibors, we utKto- 
stand that you have legitimate security 
concerns. Ltti 
ready 

and we . 

trusteeship over that state for a limited 
period to help us get on our feeL 
“I am airo re^y to acknowledge 
riiar the boundaries of our state do not 
necessarily have to coirespi^ with die 



his domc^ polhical ctmsnaints but 
lose abw the standard of a man 

who did not look to dK American pres- 
t0 do his psychokffi^ai break- 
dnou^, but did them himself: the 
standard of a man vdio undostood tiuu 
you always get ihore, Qot when you 
start by trying to lovrer die other side's 
expectations, but when you start by 
trying to honor its bask needs. 

Yes, measure dMsn by the standard 
of a teal leader. 

ThrNe» York Times 


How the Middle East Looks Today From Mubarak’s Egypt 


C AIRO — If Mohammed 
Khatami is successful in 
opening up Iranian relations 
with the WesL Iraq will be left 
completely isolatro. Fear of 
isolation could have the effect 
of moderating Saddam Hus- 
sein in a way that sanctiems 
never could. 

I believe President Khatami 
has good intentions and is se- 
rious, but he has many con- 
straints. fr remains to be-seen 
how M he wants to go, and how 
far he will be allowed to go. 

The new regime in Irw has 
expressed an interest in mend- 
ing fences with Egj'pL hut the 
signals are mixed. They have 
said, “Let us forget the un- 
happy pasL” Yet our intelli- 
genoe is that Iran has not 
stopped giving support to ex- 
tremists in Egypt and Sudan. 

Previous offers to mend re- 
lations with Egypt were nipped 
in tile bud by hard-liners. 
Nothing fnat^riflliged. 

With Mr. Khaiairu. we be- 
lieve that tile chances for 
change are greater than ever 
before, althou^ it is not clear 
at all that the present trend is 
ureversiblc. In any case, we 
are not going to ran after their 
words and prcKtiises. Egypt 


By Osama Baz 


bases its policies on hard facts, 
not on ^ydreamin& 

In h^ jsoposal dialogue 
with Ammca, Mr. Khatami is 
essentially ti^g to mitigate 
the damage of the U.S. strategy 
to isolate his country. He de- 
cided to go directly to the mam 
adversary, which is organizing 
the world against Iran. 

D 

We are looking to Wash- 
ington to take the mitiaiive 
now to get us out of the Pal- 
estinion-Israeli stalemate. If 
the situation is left to the 
parties themselves, the Israelis 
won’t move. 

The Clinton administration 
is serious about making Israel 
stick to its commitments. It 
seems to me that President 
Clinton now has a wide ntaigin 
of maneuver to act . 

FirsL Israel b bound by in- 
ternationally rect^nbted ac- 
cords to fulfill its obligations 
for a phased tedf^oyment 
from the West Bank. The dead- 
lines for beginning this with- 
drawal are already pasL 

Second, a good majority of 
the American public, including 


the American Jews, are in favor 
of a more moderate Israeli po- 
sitiou. Tliey view die steletnate 
as a ttindrance to peace, as the 
b^k to wkkspre^ ter- 
rorism and perhaps even war. 

The American public today 
is u'eil informed. They know 
that the reason the Arab coun- 
tries are being lukewarm to- 
u-ard the American efitvt to 
contain Iraq is because the Pal- 
estinian-IsiMli peaM process 
is foundering. A vital Amer- 
ican interest is at stake here. 

The Israeli positioiLs to date 
— continuing with settle- 
mems, refusing to draw up a 
detail plan of lerritoiy from 
which to redeploy — are ne- 
gotiating stances. Benjamm 
Netanyahu knows that without 
the soppon cf the American 
pul^ and the American Jews 
he is not on solid ground. 

The Israeli government 
keeps laOditg about “recipro- 
city.” Per Mr. Netanyahu this 
dok Qoc mean that Israelis and 
ftdesiiniaiis are bound to cer- 
tain mutual commitments un- 
der Oslo. The term is for him a 
euphemism meaning that the 
PaJesiinians must do whatever 


the Israelis demand before Is- 
rael will fulfill its international 
obligations. This position is a 
delaying tactic ttet a clear-, 
mio^ Aixiericao initiative 
will make untenable. 


The atrocities in Algeria 
against innocent pec^le are un- 
speakable. There seems to be 
no end to h. What these ter- 
rorist groups do is' against all 
waehmg R of Islam. 

The answer is not to inter- 
nationalize the- probleih with 
foreign intervennon. The only 
course is to stret^then the hand 
of the Algerian state. We must 
sui^toTt the Algerian govern- 
ment in its fi^t against the 
terrorists. No one in tite worid 
is in a position to tell them to 
holda dialogue witit those who 
murder women and childreiL 

All the terrorists want to do 
is demo^crate to ^ worid that 
government is unaUe to 
protect its pecgtle. If we allow 
ourselves to interfere, we will 
be playing into their hands. 

□ 

You cannot stop terrorism 
100 perccttL No country has 
ever done it The Irish Ri^b- 


Ucan Amv go« on. There are 
terror attacks in the Japanese 
subway, and even in the heart- 
land of die United .States. Ter- 
ror is a malaise of our qge. 

The objective is to contain 
tenor anti to make teiTcirisc or- 
ganizations lower their exp- 
iations. The objective is toiim- 
if their ability to uinmidate a 
society. 

Securira measures are not 
eiiDU^. Education of the 
people who might support 
them is critical. So is the p^ 
motion of proper religious in- 
, teipretatuxi of the Koran 
tlu^h the media. 

Together witii this, of 
course, a govenunent must im- 
pve the lot of the people. 
Otherwise the tenrNist groups 
will be aUe to convince dim 
that they have been t^atndoned 

tite povrers that be. 

Mr. BtK, the semor .security 
adviser fo President Htani 
Mubamk. was a foreign polity 
adviser hi the hte President 
Amvar Sadat. He spt^ last 
week with Chbal viewpoint 
ediror Nathan Cardeb. This 
conment is e.xveriHed from an 
interview distributed by the 
Los Angeles Times Syndicate. 


Economic Crisis Is Proof That Asians Need Democracy 


H ong kong — pwiip 

Tose, chairman of what 
was until last week Asia’s 
largest investment bank outsicte 
Japan, was one of the biggest 
fans of what came to be known 
as “Asian values.” 

In 1992. one of the boom 
years, Nfr. Tose extolled the vir- 
tues of “strong govenunent — 
some would it dictator- 
ship,” which delivered “much 
be^ economic growth.” His 
Hong Kong-based Peregrine In- 
vestments lloldings Ltd. went 
into banknqttcy tins Jan. 12 be- 
cause it had placed too large a 
bet on one of those stroi^ gov- 
etnineats, Indonesia’s. 

' He was not alone in his 
ference for unrepresentative 


By Martin Lee 


governmeats admired for their 
“efflciency.” Other prominent 
Asian and Weston business 
le^leis shared his admiration 
for ^thoritarian coumiies such 
as Indonesia and China, and 
mocked (he “inr^cien^” of 
democracies soch as India and 
tile Philippines. 

It is no accident that Indone- 
sia is DOW suffering the most 
frrun the Asian financial flu. Its 
^ises? A despotic ruler who 
learned to cash in on bis ab- 
solute political control in- 
vestors who relied on cronyism 
instead of market forces, and a 
lack-of accountability and com- 
monsense financial controls. 


Last week, niider IMF pres- 
sure, President Suharto finally 
signed on to economic reforms, 
mcluding dismantling the 
moQMiolies controlled by his 

friends famil y 

Let US hope that the r^on's 
economic rackoning arid In- 
donesia’s disastrous path will 
help put to rest the mytii of 
“Asian values”: that demo- 
cracy and human ri^ts are 
“Wesiem” concepts uumictel 
both to Asia and to economic 
giowtiL Now across Asia, 
people increasingly see the ad- 
vantages of hat^g open and 
accountable govenunent and 
are b^janing to demand iL 


. Tlie countries that have 
weathered the Asian financial 
storm best are democracies — 
TaiwaiL the Philii^iines and Ja- 
pan. Aflid tiiose notions that are 
m the process of recovering, 
including South Korea and 
Thailand, have dtme so only 
after jettisoning their corrupt 
former r^imes tiuxmgh a 
donocratic process. 

The first lesson from the 
Asian crisis is that a govern- 
ment tiiat is not answerable to 
its pet^e will not be likely to 
have open markets or tbe in- 
stitutions required to impose 
discipline to overcome a finan- 
cial crisis. 

A second lesson is tiiat 
guarvd, or connections, ate nev- 


The U.S. -South Korean Partnership Needs Adjusting 


H onolulu — u,s. De- 
fense Secretary William 
Cohen arrives in South Korea 
this Wednesday. This is tbe fiiM 
visit to Seoul bjr a senior 
Pent^on official since the fi- 
nancial crisis strude South 
Kocea in eatnesL Mr. Cohen will 
need to deal witii short- and 
loQg-tBim security implicatioiis. 

The immediate iirqiact has 
already been felL The South 
Korean Deparemeat of Def^e 
is cutting its budgel which will 
mean cancellation of planned or 
anticipated eimeosive arms pur- 
chases from ^ United States. 

That, combined with tiK 
seven devaluation of the won 
(which has lost more than half 
its value against die dollar in the 
last three montiiB), is sure to 
remove Sonfh Kofm from the 
shon list of Asian countries 
utith which tile United States 
has a trade surplus. 

fr is IKK like^ irnmediately to 
increase the Swdi’s vulnerab- 
ility, however, given North 
Kmea’s own difficulties and tte 
deterrence value of the U.S.- 
South Kcxean military alliance, 
backed up by tbe presence of 
37,000 U^. troops in Smitii. 

Mr. Cohen should also be 
prepar^ to deal witii leqitests 
for relief from impending se- 
curity-related financiai obliga- 
tions. These include $399 mil- 
lion m host-nation support to 
defray the costs of the U.S. pres- 
ence, and financial suppoir for 
the Korean Pemnsuia Energy 
Develrament Organization: 
which f^ in the next 10 years . 
a financial burden in ^ neigh- 
borhood of $5 billion to build 


By Ralph A. Cossa 


two li^t water reactors 
in Nortii Korea. 

The reactors are parr of a deal 
in which Pyongyang froze its 
nuclear * 'research” rtfotl in re- 
turn for interim foel oil deliv- 
eries, which the United States is 
in l^e part fooding, and for 
eventual construction of less 
projfferatioa-prone reactors, 
which South Korea anri Japan 
were expected to finance, 

South Korean defease offi- 
cials have acknowledged ibeir 
host-nation support obligation 
as part of ‘ ’burden sbaring” ar- 
rangemeats with the United 
States. But they are hoping for 
some flexibility, since tn^224 
million in wages to be paid (in 
U.S. dollars) to KOTeao wevk^ 
at the U.S. bases will now cost 
tnme than twice as moch won 
as anticipated. 

l^ideot-elect Kim Dae 
Jung has joined a growing chor- 
us (which includes J^anese of- 
ficials) calling at lea^ 
“token”^ U.S. support to the 
reactors prcgecL 

These contentious issues, 
while of immediate concern, 
pale in comparison with the 
more fimdarnental question of 
America's fritnre role on the 
Korean Peninsnla. 

The North Koreans have 
stated that tiiey want to see a 
total withdrawal of U.S. forces 
from the peninsula as part of 
any peace agreeroedt to eman- 
ate from the lOur-party t«nca in- 
volving tile two ^reas,. China 
and the United Statto. 

Both Washington and Seoul 


1 


have so far stressed that the U.S. 
military presence is “not ne- 
gotiable. '^’The North is expec- 
ted to continue to pursue its po- 
sition, however, and this could 
begin to strike a more resonant 
diocd as South Koreans fret 
over tbe growing cost of main- 
taining tbe U.S. forces. 

Cohen and South Ko- 
rea's current and future pres- 
idents (Kim Young Sam re- 
mains at tbe helm antil Feb. 28) 
should seize the opportunity of 
the Cohen >dsit to stress to'tiie 
Sou^ Korean pwple why the 
continued U.S. presence is es- 
sential to their security today 
and well into the future. 

Hie absence of a peace treaty 
in the past 45 years has not 
resulted in another war. Nck* 
would tbe presence of a foimal 
treaty assure peace, without a 
fundaipental change in ^tude 
in die North, along witii reduc- 
tion in what is today the world's 
fourtii-laigest standing army. 

Until toere is genuine rap- 
pochement between Soofli and 
North, tbe surest guarantee of 
peace on tbe peninmi* remains 
Ae U.S. milit^ presence. 

U.S. flexibility in easing the 
more immediate financial bur- 
dens on Seoul would help. But 
the likelihood that the U .S. Con- 
gress would approve adriitip ngl 
fru(b for Norm Korean reactors 
is nil. The Clinton administia- 
tion will be ludty to come up 
with the funds to pay for Us 
obligated fuel oil deuveries. 

Cme solution would be for 
the United States to agree to a 


one-time reduction in host-na- 
tion supporL with tbe under- 
standing tiiat these frmds would 
instead be directed tovnud the 
reactorprojecL 

A ZS percent reduction 
(about $ 100 million) would not 
bankrupt tbe Pentagon. Con- 
struction costs are lar^y won- 
based, and die payments in 
large part will-' go to support 
South Korean cmnpanies. 

The point is to defuse an im- 


The writer is exeetaive direc- 
tor cf Pacific Forum CS/S, a 
Honolubt-based nonprofit for- 
eign policy research instime. He 
connibuted this conwteia to die 
International Herald Tribune. 


1898: I!ellow Journals 

NEW YORK — So great is the 
universal disgust witii tiie out- 
rageous petfrmnaoces of jteUow 
journalism in this city thte Sen- 
aw EUswortit has introduced a 
in tite Legislature whidi is 
practically ag^ law. Itprovte 
^ any person o-agent engaged 
in editing tx publishing any in- 
decenL depraved or libellous pa- 
which degrades or injures 
the minds or morals of its read- 
ers, is guilty of a misdemeanor 
and shall be punished by a fine of 
SlJXX) Or inmrisonment of one 
year or both. It will undoubtedly 
be declared unconstitutionaL 

1923: Ruhr Arrests 

PARIS — Twenty-two German 
civilians, including Friedrich 
Thyssen and five other cool c^' 
erators in the Ru^, have been 
arrested and taken to Mainz for 
trial ttycoun-martiaL There was 
a falUiig off in cool output and a 
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er a substitute for (he rule of Jaw. 
Why is it a shock to discovertbat 
nilm in Indonesia, Thailand 
and China have taken advant^ 
of the wealth created by foreign 
investment and their own penile 
to line their pockets? 

It is important for tbe West to 
seek not only economic restruc^ 
curing ftom Asia's teetering 
autocratic regimes, but substan- 
tial political reform as well. A 
failure to diagnose the need for 
democratic and accountable 
govemmeDt will bring 
mexe economic miserv. 



inary Rt 


The writer is chairman of the 
Democradc Party of Hong 
Kong. He contributed this com- 
ment to The A/ch' York Times. j| 


mediate problem that could dasor 
age U.S. and South Korean long- 
tenn interests, while rUso hel|^ 
to assure that the two countries 
do not leo^ on their side of tbe 
bargain wim Nordi Korea. 


IN OUR PAGES; 100, 75 AND 50 YEARS AGO j 


tiireatened Strike by miners. The 

French Government is deter* 
nuned to meet every move of 
German passive obstruction Itf 
severe counter-measures. 

1948:Nol>ud 

PARIS — Challenged to a duel 
ty another r^ner, Pieire 
Hervd, young writer for the 
Communist party's “L’Human- 
ite,” will have to refuse because 
his party alone dictates his eo* 
emies. This statement was made 
last ni^t after seconds for Jean 
Bemard-Derosne, of the Right- 
ist newspaper “L’Epoque,” 
had left a challenge win M. 
Hervd, who is a m^ber df the 
French National Asremblv as 
wdl as a journalist. “The <3om- j’ 
monist party does not acce^ J 
combats between individu^> ' ^ 
it was announced at "L’Hu- 
tnanite's" office. “It is notpos- 
sible to accepL Combat is de* 
cided by ^ party and not by 
provocation of an adversary/' 
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OPINION /LETTERS 


Following the Pope’s Example, 
America Can Help Free Cuba 


W ASHINGTON — Over the 
past 20 years. Pope John 
Paul n h^ bera the most influ- 
ential political — yes, political — 
iigure in the world He anives in 
Cuba OQ Wednesday u> nread the 
Gospel to a natkKi dial has beihn 
spintually starved, but his effect, 
as usual, will transcend religion. 

In 1S^9, eight isondis after 
becoming Pope, he visited his 
native Poland, drew crowds of 
2 million and helped establish 
the Solidarity movement In 
1983, he traveled to Nicar^ua, 
criticized the UberatitMi dieology 
of its ini»ts and helped end 
the Sandinista regime. 

The Pope — even more than 
Ronald Reagan, Margaret 
Thatcher or M&hail Goibachev 
— was responsible for tte near- 
bloodless revolntion that routed 
communism and repla^ it in 
Europe and Latin America with 
impofect but lar^ly humane 
and democratic capitalism. 

The only boldoot is Cuba, a 
country of 1 1 miUion, frozen in 
time (1959 or thereabouts), mor- 
ally and economically bankrupt, 
mi^ by an aging, preening 
dictator udio can’t shut up. 

What will Pope John raul n, 
leader of the woiid’s 1 billimi 
Cadiolics and an inspiratioo to 
die faitfafol of other reUgions, say* 
to I^del Castro and his sul^ts? 
He will certainly ny to establish 
a more &m fbunt&tion fix the 
church in Cuba. He will also 
talk about human rights, which 
the l^>pe understands ■ to mean 
not only political but also eco- 
ncxnic freedom. Even the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishqps 


By James K. Glassman 

now admits tiiat ‘*the economy 
exists for the person, not the 
person for the economy.' ’ 

Since the fall of bis Soviet be- 
nefactors, Mr. Castro in desper- 
ation has bad to loosen some of 
the state’s control over how. his 
people earn a living. ,In elgVit 
years, Cuba’s gross 'domestic 
product (not much to begin whh) 
has dropped 25 percent 'Ihere is 
now a pinch of eotrqirenearship 
inCoba — pdv^ fora maricets, 
foreign ownership of buanesses. 

Butnot much, and no thanks to 
the United States. The U.S. em- 
bargo, which Ihmis ' travel and 
pToml^ts Americans from selling 
things to Cul»ns oc buying 
things from them, has b^ in 
place fer nearly 40 years — widi 
absolutely no benracial results. 
Multilateral trade sanctions wotk 
rarely, unilateral ones never. 

Tbe embargo has not brought 
down Mr. Castro's r^me. 
Instead, it has leinfcxced it 
by providing a sc^goat at 
whid he can rail Besides, if 
we Americans truly believe in 
economic fr^om, how can 
we penietuate a policy that not 
only flouts diat principle bnt 
has n(M waked anyway? 

Trade, in fact is a human light 
You should have the liber^ to 
exdiange your work, the 
products and services that you 
create, with anyone in the wcvld 
— from tbe comer diy cleaner to 
the Balinese artist to the Havana 
cigar maker. Tbe only exception 
is war, and America h not at war 


(or anything like it) with Cuba. 

Some 35 years have passed 
since the missile crisis, in tbe 
rest of Latin. America, wiifa its 
400 million Catholics, Mr. 
CasiTo can no longer subvert 
or agitate. He is a raAetic old 
man What are BQl Clinton and 
Congress so afraid oH 
The Cuban exiles- of Miami? 
Oh, maybe. But over tiie ye^ 
they have shed their insnlari^ 
and paranoia. Their uncompo- 
mising leader, Jotge Mas 
Canosa, died in November witii- 
out a fbrcefti] successor. More 
important, most exiles under- 
stand tiuit they would be bene- 
ficiaries of a lifted embargo and a 
Cinxi open to two-way tra^ 
Talte a trip to Mia^ as I i£d 
last week, au you will find one 
of die two or tinee most exciting 
cities in the United States — its 
building joyfully painted pi^ 
and ooier and turquoise, its 
port jammed widi containers 
and' cruise shi ps, its hsnifc and 
restaurants busdii^. 

No, tbe politician who has the 
most to fear from a lifting of the 
embargo is Fidel Castro. ^^There 
would be no surer way to un- 
dennine the Castro r^ im e,” 
The &onomist says, Vthan 
to flood his streets widi Amer- 
ican tourists, acadenoics and 
businessmen, with ±eir notions 
of liberty and enterprise. ” 

If die United States lifted the 
embargo, not only would Mr. 
Castro be denied a scapegoat, 
but if he still tried to kMp out 
U.S. investment (and fil^ and 
soft drinks and computers), then 
he himself would at last have 



to sboirlder the blame. It would 
be too heavy a burden, and like 
die Berlin W^ he' would fall 
of his own wei^t. 

“lb her sociS doctrine,” Pope 
John Paul n once said, ”tiie 
church does not propose a 
concrete political or economic 
model, but indicates the way, 
presents princ^les.” 

The way is clear. Tbe last 
Communist leader in the West- 
ern Hemi^ere has ove^lay^ 
a weak hand in allowi^ the 
Pope to visit his country, ^t of 
touch, Mr. Castro has made a 
serious political blimder. 

In a ^-hour televised speech 
that began Riday evening and 
str^ched into tire next day, 
be praised John Paul and insisted 
the Pope had much in common 
with Cuba’s leaders. *‘He’s dotte 
all his c riririgms of commun- 
ism,” Mr. C^tro said. ”Now. 
he’s criticiring capitalism.” 


Tbe truth is that the Pc^’s 
most pressing coniplaint about 
capitatism involves a country 
thu professes to practice it 
but which ettfoires an embargo 
that mocks iL That country’s 
president could add to his leg^ 
standing up for principle 
and taking arivant^e of the 
pontiff's visit to dKlare that 
M will end all sanctions imme- 
diately — no matter what the 
anachrorristic old man in the 
beard and the fatigues does. 

Mr. Clintori, in short, should 
call Mr. Castro’s bluff. The re- 
sult before very long, will be a 
thriving, Casiro-less Cuba, a dia- 
mond crescent glistening in the 
blue Caribbean and another rra- 
tion tbe Pope helped make free. 


The H77ter. a fellew at the 
American Enterprise Institute, 
contributed this cemment to 
The Washington Post. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


An Agent for Change 

Regarding ''A Changing Cuba 
EndtoKtsCaiholicism" iJan. I9l 
and ‘‘Pope Chooses 22 Cardi- 
nals" (Jan. 19): 

The first article calls Pope John 
Paul JI a “shrewd and charismatic 
revolutionary” while the second 
describes him as “putting his 
conservative stamp on the Roman 
<2atholic Church.” The terms 
“conservative,” “llboal” and 
“progressive” have become 
increasingly problematic when 


applied te both political and 
moral issues. Insofar as '“revo- 
lution” means “change.” the 
Pope \3^ been an -^eot ^ 
ch^ge in the wca-ld. 

But this is not conservative’ 
change, nor for that matter liberal 
or pro^cssive change. Whhin the 
C^diolic Church such terms are 
not meaningfoL While political 
parties, philosophers and nation- 
states agonize about what is 
“left” and what is “right,” the 
Vatican may go down in hi$t(^ 
as the first organization to realize 


the redundancy of these terms. 

THOMAS BOUREE 
Florence. 

The Museum and Arafat 

Regarding ‘‘Artrfat Unwelcome 
at US. Holocaust Museum” 
(Jan. 19): 

The IJ.S. Holocaost Memorial 
Museum at first refused to wel- 
come the Palestinian leader, Yasr 
ser Arafat, as an official vlsitoit, 
despite the State D^rartment’s 
view that such a visit would be a 


gesture of reconciliation helpful to 
the peace process. This federally 
operated museum thus turned 
down an of^Kurtunily to suiqxxrt 
U.S. policy in tbe Middle EasL 
HAROLD TITTMANN. 

Brussels. 

The officials of the U.S. Holo- 
caust Memorial Museum should 
have zDvited Yasser Arafat to 
the museum if fca: no other 
reason than consistency. After 
aU, thQr invited Ae Croatian 
president. Pranjo Tudjman, 


Letters mended for publica- 
tion should be addressed “Letters 
to the Editor" and contain the 
writer's signature, name and full . 
address. Letters should be bri^ 
and are subject to editing. H>irraA- 
not be responsiblefor the return of 
unsolicii^ manuscripts. 


Amid Science’s Advances, 
Not Those That Matter 


By John Horgan 


who had denied tbe magnitude 
of the Holocaust, to the museum 's 
very opening in 1^3. 

MLADEN ANDRUASEVIC 
Beersbeba, Israel. 


G arrison. New York — 

These are giddy days for 
scientists. 

In his new book, “Remaking 
Eden,” Lee Silver, a biologist at 
Princeton, foresees an era in 
which humans attain virtually 
infinite power to manipulate their 
bodies aM minds. 

Our descendants will be 
smarter than Hnstein and more 
athletic than Michael Jordan, he 
pedicts, and they will live for 
hundreds of years, if not forever. 

Recent events lend si^port to 
these sci-fi scenarios. This month. 
Richard Seed, a physicist in 
Illinois, anixnmced plans to open a 
clinic forcloning humans, a notion 
inspir^ by tire cloning of a sheep 
1^ year. Last week, researchers at 
G^n Corp. rerorted their dis- 
covery of a possible “fountain of 
youth,” a inethod drat could we- 
vent the aging and death of cells. 

Forgive me for being a bit jaded, 
but my own recent expreriences 

MEANWHILE 

give me a somewhat different per- 
spective on the potential of these 
breaktiuDu^. Ttw> years ago my 
broth^-in-law, a vibrant man in 
his mid-'5()s, was found to have 
cancer. He underwent the usual 
gamut of treatments, including sur- 
gery, chenakherapy and radiation 
— and a promising experimental 
technique using anti-^iogenic 
therapy. He died last fall. 

Since President Richard Nixon 
officially declared a * 'war on can- 
cer” in 1971, the United States 
has spent more than $30 billion 
on cancer research. Scientists 
have taken enorarous strides 
toward understanding how 
different types of cancer occur, 
and they have invented ^his- 
ticaied methods for detecting the 
disease and tracking its course. 

But overall mortality rates from 
cancer have remained virtually un- 
changed since 1971, and in fact for 
the SO or so years for which re- 
liable data exist Maybe som^sQ* 
all our research will yield a cure 
that will render cancer as obsolete 
•as polio. But the record so far does 
not offer much hope. 

5htience has also made pitifriUy 
little progress at understanding, 
or healing, our fantasticaUy 
complicate minds. A couple 
of months ^o, while doing 
research on mind-related science. 


1 watched depressed patients 
at the New York State Psychiatric 
histiruTe at Columbia-Presby- 
lerian Medical Center recei^-ing 
electro-conMsisive therapy. 

More popu larly known as shock 
treatment, it has been refined since 
the days when it was portrayed in 
“One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s 
Nest.” Patients are given muscle 
relaxants and moutii guards to 
prevent teeth and bones from 
shattering, and dosages are cal- 
ibrated to reduce meniot>’ loss. 

No one has any idea why shock 
therap>* works. The relapse rate is 
extremely high, as much os 90 
percent. Yet, incredibly, shock 
iherap>‘ is the most effective treat- 
ment for se\'ere depression. So 
much for the claims that we are on 
the verge of abolishing despair 
and anxiety through drugs. 

The potential of human genetics 
has also been overrated. Over the 
past decade or so, scientists have 
served up fiitding after finding 
proclaiming the ' discox’eiy of 
genes that suppost^ly control 
rample.x human traits :uid dis- 
orders such as novelty-seeking, 
homosexuality. schikifrfirenia. 
manic depression and alcoholism. 

Researchers hope they will be 
able to customize human person- 
alities through genetic engineer- 
ing. But so far not a single one of 
these claims linking genes to com- 
plex trails has been corroborated 
by follow-up studies. 

Researchers have made genu- 
ine progress in finding genes 
associated with certain diseases 
— cystic fibrosis, Huntington’s 
disease, Lou Gehrig 's disease and 
early-onsei breast cancer. But 
none of the promises of therapies 
based on this genetic knowledge 
have been fulfilled 

It is natural to focus on the 
advances of science. But given 
how little progress science has 
made against such fundamental 
problems as cancer and mental 
illness, all this talk about our 
impending biological omnipo- 
tence strikes me as unseemly. 

By drawing attention to failures 
as well as legitimate achieve- 
ments. perhaps scientists and 
joumolisis alike will present a 
less distorted, more honest picture 
of science's real prospects. 

The writer, author of ‘‘The End 
of Science" contribute this com- 
ment to The New York Times. 
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Culinary Renaissance as Cuiturai Heritage 


Visitors to Greece — as well 
as k)caJ residents — are re- 
discoveilng the country’s 
gastronomic traditions. 

Greece can be called both 
the first and the last culinary 
frontier in die Mediterranean. 
The first, because the cuiin- 
aiy traditions of antiquity 
linger on, not only In the myri- 
ad dishes and ingredients 
still found in Greek culinary 
culture, but also In the in- 
fluences tiiat reach beyond 
Greek shores. 

Greece is also the Medi- 
terranean’s last culinary fron- 
tier. though it might 
still be undiscovered 
and sHghtty misun- 
derstood. For de- 
cades, GfBek 
cuisine was defined 
by the fow hack- 
neyed dishes senred 
on restaurant 
menus from Athens 
to San Francisco: 
moussaka, pas- 
titsio, Greek salad, 
souviaki, etc. But all 
that has change^ at 
lightning speed in 
the last few yeare. A 
revolution is afoot that is- al- 
tering the way foreigners, 
both in Greece and abroad, 
experience Greek cooking. 

Fifteen years the evo- 
lution of Greek wine began to 
take hold. Today, the wine 
indusby is vibrant. The cur- 
rent food evcrfutlon started in 
the early $980s. In the 
United States. 


First, a small restaurant 
called Perlyali opened in 
Manhattan and was the first 
beacon of Greek cuisine be- 
yond moussaka. Today, in 
New York alone, some 20 
new Greek restaurants — all 
opened in the last three 
years — highlit the unusu- 
al. robust and tremendously 
varied cuisine from every re- 
gion of the country. In ad- 
dition, a spate of boote on 
traditional Greek cooking has 
been published in the last six 
or seven years. These books 
feature Greek food in a cut- 



a c arsPfearenotFtfeflheftencft. 


tural light, with an emphasis 
on the weahh of home cookr 
tng. 

The revolution finally hit 
Greek shores a few years 
ago. in Greece in the 1970s 
and IdSOs, chefs tended to 
be seduced by everything fo^ 
eign and ea^. Fortunately, 
press reports on tiie heattih 
fiiiness of the Mediterranean 


•‘DEFItiWOONGUOCB; GAi>ritOHOMV " 
was produced in its eadrety by the Advertising Department cf 
the Intemdawl Herald Trume. 

It wassponsoredhv the Creek Tourism Orpausation. 

- ■ WwrraR: Diane Koehihs. based a Athens. 
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diet, especially the Cretan 
diet, helped make Greeks 
more aware of their culinary 
treasures. 

And in the last two orthree 
years, Greek dishes, culled 
from a long continuum arxf 
from vast re^ona) traditions, 
have found a new home and 
new expression in restaur- 
ants. In other words, Greek 
regional arfo home cooking 
are finally becoming access- 
ible outside the home. 

The Acadeniy (not Plato’s) 

The last few years have also 
wftiiessed a newfound in- 
terest in the culture of food. 
Private culinary founc^ons 
are springing up that aim to 
resustitate and promote an- 
.cient and Byzantine food tra- 
ditions as well as regional 
cuisine. One su^ organiza- 
tion In Crete, the Greek 
Acaderny of Taste, has 
staged some of the most in- 
teresting culinary events in 
the country. The most receht 
was a day devoted to the 
cuisine of NIkos Kszantzakis, 
with dishes culled from the 
late author's novels. 

in the press, too, food has 
become a staple. Five years 
ago, most newspapers did 
not have weekly food sec- 
tions. Today, almost all of 
them do. As for magarines, 
the last few years have seen 
the blrtii of numerous spe- 
cialized publications 
centered on food, wine and 
lifestyle. 

Ail these factors com- 
bined, from within and out- 
side of . Greece, have pro- 
duced a new mentaitty. 
Athens has followed other 
European cHies and now has 
a fo^ and restaurant cul- 
ture of Its owTL Dorans of 
fine dining establishments 


that focus on Greek cuisine 
have opened In the last two 
years alone. Traditional 
Greek food as welt as new 
Greek flavors are at the cen- 
ter of the current restaurant 
trend. 

tCgbest standads 
Outs'ide of Athens, and es- 
pecially in tourist hot spots, 
the scene is different in the 
most heavily touristic parts of 


What does that mean ex- 
actly? 

“Gre^ ol'ive oil in the 
dishes — plus other Greek 
products that are not only de- 
licious, but really pure — 
must be used-,” says Mr. 
9 <ou} 35. “All df these. are 
served in the traditional way. 
At the end of the meal, coffee 
is enjoyed straight from the 
brik. ’’The aim is to convince 
restaurateurs th^ cuisine is 


the country, restaurants and ‘ as much a part of Greek cul- 


ture as tiie monuments or 
beaches that tourists flock to 
experience. 

Health’s tiie word 

The eccreditation ptrograrnis 
in the pilot phase and is beir^ 
implemented first in Crete. 
and Thessaloniki, in the ini- 
tial phase, the emphasis is 
largely on educating the 
teams of people who will ac- 
tually be visiting the restaur- 
ants to determine which es- 
tablishments are eligible for 
the .accreditation. Next, 
cheffs and restaurateurs will 
take seminars on all aspects 
of the restaurant business, 
with a special emphasis on 
cuisine. 

“Food has been important . 
to humankind tiiroi^hout its 
history. Sharing 
meals brings people 
closer together, if 
tourists enjoy this ex- 
perience in Greece, 
they will want to re- 
turn,” says Mr. 
Skoulas. 

The truth is that 
Greek cuisine, 
whether served in 
simple local taverns 
or .in fine restaur- 
ants, has much to of- 
fer fbrel^ers and lo- 
cals alike. The 

OnpelBanesaiBasayayCkBeksiaple. 

flavors of the tradi- 


hotel eateries are just now 
beginning to join the band- 
viragon, and' this thanks 
largely to an initiative of the 
Greek Tourism Organization. 
At the urging of Nikos 
Skoulas, the organization’s 
general director, restaurants 
ail over Greece can now par- 
take in a voluntary accred- 
itation pit^ram. The aim Is to 
promote Greek cuisine and to 
improve restaurant stevv 
dards throughout the coun- 
try. Restaurants that meet 
the criteria with respect to 
the type and quality of 
cuisine, ddeor, service and 
h^iene will be rewarded with 
an Official sticker, visible to 
tourists, signl^ng that tra- 
ditional Greek cuisine is 
served on the premises. 



Howemt toodtoqkthis mouth wntrrmgfy good... mtdartuaBy be healdry?'niemiswer It's Greek. 



tional kitchen are distinct. 
The reliance on fresh, sea- 
sonal vegetables; myriad 
wild greens, beans and 
legumes; and, of course, ex- 
cellent olive oil make Greek 
cooking some of the health- 
iest in the world. The rituals 
surrounding many dishes, 
from roasting the Easts' 
lamb to making elaborate 
holiday breads, open a whole 
new cultural world for visitors 
to Greece. 

Compankm^ile meal 
Perhaps most jmpoitant of 
all is the hospitality that is a 
malor part of the Greek gast- 
ronomic experience, whether 
at home or in a restaurant It 
is unthinkable to a Greek not 
to offer a guest something to 
eat and to drink. The first Inns 
In Europe were in Greece, in 
Macedonia, along the pil- 
grims’ routes as tiiey made 


theirway toward the 
Holy Land in the 
Middle Ages. The 
travelers needed 
somewhere to 
stop, rest, eat. 

Offering a meal 
Is a serious affeir in 
Greece. So inter- 
twined is the shar- 
ing of food with the 
notion of hospitality 
that the Greek word 
for companion de- 
rives from the no 
tion of partaking In 
a common meal 
with another person. To 
share food is tiie ultimate ex- 
pression of civility for a 
Greek. 

The newfound interest in 
preserving, developing and 
showcasing fraditional and 
regional Greek cuisine marks 
8 significant change for the 
better, it's as though the 



Fresh s^food come s ^om the sur- 
mtBidffigseas. 

aromas of the Greek pot had 
suddenly escaped, enticing 
Greeks and foreigners alike 
to take a second look at the 
culinary heart of the Medi- 
terranean. 

Greek cuisine is the Medi- 
terranean’s best-kept secret, 
but It is finally coming to the 
fore. • 
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An Unusual Holocaust Film Is 


By Ruth Ellen Gruber 


R ome — I he big box-office hit 
in Italy this season has been a 
movie about the Holocanst, by 
one of the country's favmite 
comedians. *‘La Vita e* Bella" (Life 1$ 
Beantifnl), directed, co-wxitten and star- 
ring the Ibscan comic Roberto Benigni, 
packed in die audiences in movie houses 
Qp and down the peoinsola widi its sfoiy 
love, suffering and survivaL 
But it also sparked heated debate on 
talk shows and in die press about the 


daily H Messaggero, “has become a sort 
of inetal detector, whose alarm bdl sig- 
nals ideas, defects, goodness, hypocrisy, 
or wickednessin people’s DNA.’ ’ 

In the Tuscan town of Arezzo in the 
late 1930s, Otddo, an Italian Jew (play^ 
by Benigni, who is not Jewish), mils in 
love widi, courts and marries a non- 
Jewisb womans — flamboyantly stealing 
her away from a Fascist fiance. 

They have a son and frmn a hanm 
family, ^thoui wafning, Guido andme 
S-year-old son axe dqioited by German 
occupiers to a Nazi death The 


Mfsfrsssss safiTSisssc 

“srsssr-uv..- sssKSTuTsS’* 

Tt riTa ’* ig to chronicle the denieratt Tte first half of me film is ttsea jr tmus were in dffd highly as- asitrcail) « ' .. . 

c^ eosuie^his . a romantic screwtaflem^as H^iou- About 8,0M iBOian.^ ^ dfr 

St^ySesMnd makes h with as Ste^eSsw^ramOTbersofthc ported to their deaths during the w 

little pam as possible. This course en- wiihwiMb^a^reg ^^c^ ^^ fascist I^rty The petqilc who were Italy's leading j- ^ 

tails cowincmfittlechad that the de- loveand his w*. F?*^*^*! rSSvtondedra^Sian. depoijed Holocaust J® 

portation,ftedeamcainp.aUifaehonars and sabjecied to a desperare game of 

around mem are otSSs to surmount c<^ sayj^ere juS^^ ?««?« 


Bella" is to chronicle the deqieram 
course Gui^ taka to ensure diat his 
little boy it, and makes h with as 
little pam as possible. cocuse en- 
tails convincing the child that the d^ 

portation, me death camp, all ihe honon 

around mer n are obstacles to surmount 


in a strange, exciting game, 

.A deafly emv^ed sense of deq>er- 
atim permeates Benigni’s gap as he 
tria to motect his son tinoogb mak^ 
believe. Even a we langh. we can 


talk shows ara in die press about the mother demands — andisallowed — to believe. jSvm a we langh. w ca nf^ 
lc»ttim^, wisdom good taste ~ be deported wim them. Metier and son tiiat Guido is walking a tightrope wim 
of mairpTig a film about the Sboah diat $urvive..Guido doa not his downii^. , 

also maVes people laugh. Benigni's account of how the son Cinemafially me fi l m has ,tvak 

The film, said an article in me Rome makes it through me horors of tte death spots, but what cennes tiiroagh is me 


Benigni’s Guido is a perfectly in- 
Italian evetyman, not a caf- 
taned, shtetl-dwelliag “other." In ttic 
tulaiious scene he uses fahnself as an 
example of the purity of the Aryan 

Bce. . , . 

There is scant mention that Guido is 
Jewish until an anti-Semitic slogan sud- 
denly, sboddngly, aj^iears about half 


leading resmh center on me 
Holocaust arm antj-Senutum was an 
adviser on the film, and re^onse to die 

to portray i Jew who was mous. has in gnraal been wa^ Jewish 
iiotTO»gnizedl|^Lsiais.hntwho wsanizaa MS m Milrn 

was meSa^f atm" told s^osored scr eenmp. 

^ Rntfc £»en 

X TO they deporting Benigni. how " iwaJ oiwiu /n«s* «*»» 
ooqU they even hnn? [Guido] is a ish cwi/WCtt in EuropW. • 
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By Ben Brantley 

f/fw York Tones Servin 

N ew YORK — Blessed wim 
beauty, ambition, a smashing 
wardrobe and a social con- 
science, ‘‘Ragtime" would 
seem to be the kind of musical that 
bri^ Broadway audiences to their 
knees in adoration. Then why does this 
$10 million show, whidi just opened at 
me new Ford Center for w Performing 
Arts, feel so utterly resistible? 

Sitting through this heavily publi- 
cized adaptation of E.L. Doctorow’s 
197S novel about nxm-of-tbe-ceutuiy 
growing pains is like meeting someone 
on the basis of a promising lonely-hearts 
ad. It’s not that your date doesn’t match 
the adjectives from the glamorous self- 
description. But face to fece, you dis- 
cover there’s just no chemistry. 

There is much to admire in "Rag- 
time," from its images of hand-tint^ 
daguerreotypes brou^t to exquisite life 
to the electric presence of its leading 
man, Brian Stol^ ^tcbell, as me blade 
revolutionary Coalhouse Walker. But 
tiiere is finally little to fall in love with. 

Conceived fe inaugurate fee Ford 
Center 1^ Livent Inc.. & CanaHian pro- 
duction company that hioiiglit “Show 
Boat" back to Broadway several years 
ago, the p^uction has a coxrespoad- 
ingly commemorative quali^. A pan- 
oramic look at the beginning of this 
century from me perspective of its end, it 
often has tiie feeii^ of an instnictumal 
diorama in a pavilion at a world’s fair. 

And just as me handsome new build- 
ing tiiat houses "Ragtime’’ is a re- 
febrication of two tires^eis from the era 
in which tiie show is set, tbe Lyric and 
the Apollo, tbe musical is a carefully 
constructed pastiche of period, charm 


and cont en yoraiy "-^^^hanirai effi- 
ciency. The result itself is less a cel- 
ebration of tiieater per se tiian of tiie- 
atrical technology and its smoom 
manipulation. 

On one level, this isn’t inappr^niate 
to Doctorow’s landmaik novel, a sleek, 
seductive nanative that mixed real-life 
historical figures with fictional char- 
acters to pf&t a canvas of a country 
di^ from innovations in transporta- 
tion arid indostiy a^ the attendant so- 
cial consequences. 

Overseen wim a close attention to ' 
rt^aii ^ G^ DiabinslQr, its producer, 
"Ragtime" not only comments on tiiis 
infatuation with the idea (^progress, it 
also glories in it^ giving off the equiv- 
alent of a self-delight^ chuckle any 
tiiDe it sends a plane, train or au tomobile 
onto the sta^. And when a character 
says he woum like to write tiie name of 
his belovefl in fireworks, sure enough. 

thaf name mflteriaHTfte hftfnm na in miil- 

ticolored lights. 

This all adds up to a spectacular feast 
for the eyes. And as the runaway success 
of "The Lion King," the musical pro- 
duced by Livent’s rival in sbow-off 
showmanship, Walt Disn^, demon- 
strates, ^uu brilliance can in itself be 
enou^ to satisfy a Times Square audi- 
ence. But "The Lion Kii^" is stanqied 
with the idiosyncratic vision of one^er- 
son, Julie Taymor, its director ana de- 
signer. 

"Ragtime," on the otiuar hand, has 
the aura of sometiung assembled by 
corporate comminee, and when an actor 
playing' Henry Ford mows up to extol 
the miracle m tiie assembly line, you 
may draw uncomfortable parallels. The 
sldUs and virtues of "Ragtime" are 
many and iiadeaiable; but a distinctive 
human personality is not among mem. 


BOOKS 


This is all the more frustratum gtven 
tile iimiressive squad of Individw tal- 
ents iSiBbinsl^ nas assembled. The 
show’s bo<^ is by Teireoce McNally 
("hfester Class," "Love, Valour, 
Ommassion!"); the music and l^cs 
are oy Strohm Flaherfy and Lvon 
Ahrens ("Qbce on Tins lalana"^ 
Broadway veteran Giadela Daniele is 
respcmisible for the "musical sta^ng" 
(a phrase, in tncmnrt*, wisely sub- 
stituted for "diOFeognphy"), and tiie 
dfrector is Frank Gakd. who showed a 
strong feglifig for socially conscious 
Ammcana in fais production of "The 
Grqies of WiadL* 

A dd to this mix the first-rare 
artists Eugene Lee (tiie set de- 
signer behind I^bink^’s 
"^ow Boat"), Santo Lo- 
miasto (costumes) and Jules Fisher and 
p^gy Ki«wtTwiiw (lighting), all at me 
top of their fotiTL 

Indeed, the combined achievement of 
these cteacors is, on some levels, an 
flsfftnkhtnwtf. Unlike Milos Fonnan’s 
1981 film adaptation of Doctorow’s 
book, this version has a seamless, fluid 
quality and also keera the varied and 
mtikate aspects of ^ plot helpfully 
clear. And bom McNally's libretto and 
Flahetfy’s score often evoke tiie 
rhythms of the Scott J^lin-esque ^ 
music used as a metaphor for changing 
rime«8 

The show’s dazzling opening nur^ 
ber, while slightly fess eff^ve than in 
its more st^le incarnation in its 
Toronto operung, would seem to heiald 
the advent of an all-American musical 
to join the ranks of "Oklahmna! " and 
“Show BoaL" But as "Ragtime" 
points, our again and a gain, promises are 
not always realized. 


THE WORLD MORE 
OR LESS 

By Jean Rouaud. Translated 
by Barbara Wright. 218 pages. 
$22.95. Aroade. 

Reviewed by 
Richard Bernstein 

J EAN ROUAUD became a 
living legend in France a 
few years ago when he tians- 
fonried himself from oewspa- 
per-ldosk vendor K> winner of 
the Goncourt Prize with his 
first novel, translated into Eng- 
lirii as "FiBlds of Gloiy." 

The fiist book and its se- 
quel, "niustzioiis Men," 
caught the french public’s 
eye with their hypersensitiv- 
ity to the pnvale con- 
sequences of me two horrific 
wars fought mi French ter- 
ritory in the 20m centucy. 

Rouaud’s historical aware- 
ness, combined with an orig- 
inal voice — actually, the 
voice is an affectionate par- 
ody of Marcel Proust — ^ve 
th^ excursions into past and 
present a tone of tenderness 
irony. 

"Tbe World More or Less ’ ’ 
is Rouand's third book in this 
trilogy, whidi is rooted in the 


esqxrieoce of a tragedy-struck 
fa^y in a niral village called 
Rantto on the.misfy French 
Atlantic coast. The novel su- 
perbly translated by Barbara 
Wright, is as richly intense 
• and tuiuMal in its sensibilify 
as Rouaud’s previous wodt. 

In the firat two books, Rou- 
aud concentrated on the older 
generations. "Fields of 
Glory" introduced me nar- 
rator’s gnmdfather and great- 
aunt M^e, who never over- 
came dM^ losses in World 
War L. "Illustrious .Men" 
dwdls OD die nairatbr’s fa- 
mer. a ttavelii^ salesman 
who was taken misoner in 
Germany during wmld War 
n and who died when the nar- 
rator was 12 years old. 

"The Wedd More or Less" 
taitfts xq) tiie imer life of tiie 
qdzdcal derisively self-mock- 
ing, myopic oatrator, a young 
man striving uacertainly to be a 
writer and xemembeiizig the 
events of his adolescent and 
early twfab years. There are 
of tiie James Joyce of 
"Portrait of the Artist as a 
Young Man" in tins unnamed 
person, whose own tra^dies 
are almost in passing, in his 

subantinate clauses. 
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The time appears to be the 
’60s, perhaps early 705, 
though it is never specified. 
The story takes its teller 
through ^octant efforts on 
the soccer field; ^ see him 
enduring tiie cruelties of an 
all-boys Catholic school 
called Saint-Cosmes; we 
watch as h^ is absorbed by 
fiinge politics, sex and whu 
we used to call "art" films. 
The resnlts are bom amusiDg 
and hannting. 

Rouaud's narTarion is an 
exercise in hyperawaxeness; 
it is a vision of a wodd mag- 
nified in tiie dewdiops of an 
extreme sensibility. 

What is most striking about 
Rouaud is not so mndh his 
stmy as the ikfaly originaL 
inventive maimer of its 
telling. The prose is per- 
famed, ornaie, ruefully com- 
ic, unfailingly witty. It pt^ 
<kces many passages like this 
one, in tbe oanator de- 

scribes tiie sadbtic inqnilse of 
a teacher at Saint-Cosmes to 
pick on a pupil whom he as- 
sumes does not know tiie ma- 
terial at hand: 

"He tries to make himsdf 
incrxispicuoas behind a class- 
mate’s back, keeping his head 
down behind the hinged top 
of his des^ trusting in a mi- 
raculous isochromslism that 
will maVe him merge iintp the 
wood, while tiie authority 
sends a sweeping .glance 
across die whole dass in 
search of a choice victinL, 
well and truly ignorant, nice 
and ripe, without fm- a mo- 
ment dreaming tiiat tiik ig- 
norance may actually be 
partly due to him ** 

Otc of me more affecting 
passages in "Tbe Worid 
More or Less" comes when 
the schoolboy narrator is 
asked to accomplish tme of 
the standard tarics of a Frenim 
education, to write an essay 
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liie characters who break oat of die 
npoitne rfwwert to mcotisce tiiemsdves, 
in me mird person, lepr e s^ tigee sep- 
anxe story uses wSl ”*****^ and 
friiiaeh Ttec’s the generic white New 
p<y4w.nrt family of Father (Marie Jac- 
olty). Mother (Ma^ Kfezzie) and tiiexr 
son (Alex Smuage), {tins Motiiec's rest- 
less Younger Brotfaa (Steven SutcliffeX 
Th#gi diere’s Coalhouse WaSctf 

(I Vfltftlv ulT), thrt rhaf 4 amarie jwCTpianin. 

anAhi* low.Saiah (AndraMdlionald), 
who with her Ulegithnate dnld is taken 
in 1^ Mother. The third story line be- 
longs to Tateh (Peter Friedmiui), a Jew- 
ishmunigrani who, inqiced by hopes of 
a better life ibr his (fangmer (Lea 
Michele), turns a knack for creating 
animaied silboaecte picture bodes into a 
career as a movie director. Also OD hand 

are sudi iconic figures as Ford (Larry 
Bmm» CSoldman (Tody Kaye), 
Harry Hoodini (Jim Cmti) and Evelyn 
Nesbit (Lysnette PenyX 
The frmne for die weik’s momentous 
eveoa, wh^ reach a climax when 
Walker seeks revenge after his car is 
destroyed by while racists, is Lee-s won- 
derful evocation of the old Penn^lvania 
StatiraL It’s a fittingpo n t e xt for a work 
about the velocity of change, a mood 
enhanced by the liquid s^ues fiom one 
scene into BQOther and die ever-sfaifting, 
emotioi^y coded colors that drench 
the stage’s back screen. 



Sw. MM.WnM Nn Twk Ti 

Brietn Stokes Mitchell as Coalhouse WaUcer in ^'Ragtime.*’ 


De^te hs bemused, ironic tone, 
wfaat came across most piercmgly in 
Doctorow’s novel was the vertigo of a 
w(xld whose bottom was felling out. of 
the exdting dan^ in the shaking of 
cl^ and sexual moses. But this san- 
itized "Ragtime" has no place for sex. 
even mming Nesbit from a disttubing. 


erotic presence into a harmless Marilyn 
Mooroe-like cartoon. 

It seems significant that Sigmund 
Freud, raie of the characters in the novel, 
has been elimiziated from the muskaL 
This is a show without a subconscious, a 
parade tiiat never strays from die weQ- 
paved surface of Main Street. 


A Composer’s Qiiick Rise 


By K. Robert Schwarz 

Nev Yurt Tima Senke 


about a Sunday in die coun- 
try. He does, not about tbe 
usual subjects — "I do odd 
jobs with Giaodfetiier, I go 
firiung with Grandmother, I 
look ^birds’ nests widi rriy 
cousins" — but about wh^ 
he actually did on Sunday af- 
ternoons, visit the grave of fais 
prematurely dead father. 

What ft^ows is a briiliaot 
and meticulously detailed ac- 
count of tiie joam^ to the 
craieteiy, evezytinng from 
fee "scbistose-stcMie wall 
crowned wife self-prppag^- 
plants” to tiie class dis- 
tmenoos evident in tomb- 
stones, to compensaioiy 
d aiials of tiie deoxupositioa 
of tiie flesh. But the essay is 
deemed a feihire by the pro- 
fessor of conqiositioD on the 
grounds "fear I hadn’t really 
dealt wife the subject (in case 
wu’ve fofgotten: describe a 
Sunday in fee couatry)." 

This brii^ us to tbe af- 
fecting heart of Rouaud’s 
slender recoUectiixi, which 
no doubt was received so 
warmly by fee Reach be- 
causemttieway tiiat it seenu • 
rooted in an identifiable 
Frenchness, the losses of fee- 
wars, the bleak shixes of fee 
Loire-Atlmtique. 

As Rouaud's young man is 
made to stand on an ircxiical 
pnrfiiim to reouve his place- 
meat at tiie bottom of his 
class, he glances, through his 
thidE leases, to fee netnby sea, 
which THfllcM him **feel that 
your vTt e rumgnt: is tmalj that 
even the ocean is hostile to 
you because in one fr^emal 
act it could easily submerge 
Saint-Cosmes, it could extract 
one mi^ty breaker frmn feat 
useless li<^ mass and put an 
abnqit eoc to your calvary.’ ' 

But it doesn’t, and in feat 
feilure, "youfeel, finally, that 
you are ttone, helpless." 

New York Tima Nervier 


N ew YORK — Ainoican 
composos of’ ‘serious" nm- 
sic labor inviribly in a coun- 
try emhialled by popular cul- 
ture. Only a luc^ few adneve fiune 
outside tbe classic^-mDsic gbetto. 

Phflxp Glass and Steve Roch did so 
two deludes back, and 10 year s ago tbe 
younger geaieraiion already included 
many worthy candidates; Michael 
Tmke, Aaron Jay ECemis, David Lang, 
Tobias Picker and Julia Wolfe. 

But suddenly Rkbard Danieipoiir, 
wim was scarcely known a decade ago. 
has le^ ahead of the pack. Damd- 
pour’s newest woik, "B^es," will 
be performed on Thursday evening at 
Carnegie Hall by tbe mezzo-sc^rano 
Finierica von Stade, the baritone 
Thomas Hampson and tbe Jackson- 
ville Syn^ony Orchestra, conducted 
by Roger Nierenb e rg. 

Pex^» it will sb& light on Darnel- 
pour’s quick rise from obscurity to 
viifeal certification as classical mu- 
sic’s young composer of choice. 

To Damelpour, 40, however, the 
process has been anyfeing but qinck. 
^’j^om the begmning, it was a^n- 
izi^" he said recently. "It was like 
waking for a Polaroid to develop, but 
fee Polaroid toqk 10 >«axs instead of 
30 seconds." 

Id tbe early 1 S^SOs, while stndyiog at 
fee JuiUrard School, Danidpour, Uke 
so many of his coUeag^, moved 
away fr^ tiie compleiaties of mod- 
ernism toward a mrae accessible 
idiom. Today, his mnsic, briniaotfy 
orchestrated, ihytbmicaliy propulsive 
and mostly touikl, often excitement 
and ready appeal It is also rife wife 


raninisceDces of Bernstein, Oopland. 
Stravinsky, Shostakovich and other 
^H)fe-centuty masters. 

"As I got older, I was aware of a 
number of diffaeni strands comiiig to- 
getiier in my music, radxr than nxing 
myself m a nnssiem wife one particular 
ax to grind," said Damelpoor, wbo 

calk himaelf wp Mginpilafnr ralfaftr ihan 

an inoovatoT. By drawing on styln tiist 
are femiliar and unthreaoeniiig. Daniei- 
pour has been able to win over even the 
most oonservaiive audiences. 

"To call Richard an innovator 
would be a jolto," said the oldex com- 
poser Ned Rocem, a friend of Daniel- 
ponr’s. “WhathedoesistotaJeewbat’s 
around. Thra be is embarrassed by the 
feet that he’s streling, and be tries to 
cover his tracks. For a good conqiorer, 
fee act of creation is the act of covering 
one’s tracks, and now Fm speaking as 
mneb for myself as fix him." 

As Rraem .suggests, borrowing 
firanejdstmg sources is apr^ce with 
a long and honorable tradition. Nier- 
enbe^ a longtime champion of 
Daniefoour’s music, concurs. 

"I tmnk it’s ridiculous to be uptight 
about tiiat," Nierenberg said. "In tbe 
process of finding the means to ex- 
press his message, Rkhard draws from 
many resources. Composers have al- 
wwsdonethaL" 

Ultimately, the origin of tiie ma- 
terial is less important than vfeat is 
done, wife it, and Nia ran b ^ malntaing 
that Danielpour’s music is so distinct- 
ive that even an unfemiliar work would 
be identifiable. "Fm sure 1 would rec- 
ognize it as tus," Nierenberg said. 

Rorem is not so sure that I^el- 
poor has found his own voice. "Some- 
bodv else might thlnlc so," Rorem 
saidC "I don’t think that he has." 


But perhaps that was never Daniel- 
pour’s mtentioo. "For me style is dm 
fee issue," he said. "It’s bovi well a 
piece is written oo a purely lechmcal 
level. If other composers see them- 
selves as siqierior just because their 
music may be more ’original.' feat’s 
OX Tbat's not what Fm about." 

Des^ their diverse sources, 
Danie^ur’s finest works are remad;- 
ably cMiesive. The Cello Concerto he 
wrote for Yo-Yo Ma in 1994, for ex- 
ample, is so seamless in its flow, so 
lo^cal in its structure, that even on 
first bearing it imparls a certain in- 
evitability. 

S UCH inevitability, comtuDed 
with tonal hannonies, an 
American-sounding rhythmic 
swagger, an easy lyricism and 
a keen understanding of instrumental 
color, makes for a winning formula. 
So winnii^, in fact, feat it aoracted 

the attention of some of classical mu- 
ric’s superstars, many of who rarely 
touch new music. 

And it has led Sony Classical to sign 
Danie^iour to an escclusive contract, 
puttii^ him in the elite company of 
Stravinsky and Copland, wto conr 
tracts wife Sony's predecessw, 
Columbia Masterwoiks. 

Danielpour, seemingly eager to 
make certifiably important statements 
in his music, can veer dangerously 
ciosetobomtoL Hisnew wo^ "Ele- 
gies," affrads him an opportunity to- 
tone down fee rtietoric and discover 
tbe expressive potentiri of restraint 
Both fee subject of fee woric and its 
style were inspired by von Stade, 
whose fefeer was killed in tbe last days 
of World War IL two months before 
she was bemn. 
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Unions Get 
A Reprieve 
In Korea 

Talks WiA Government 
Avoidlssue ofLe^offs 

By Don Kiric 

laimuaietiai Heral d T/ihtrue 

SEOUL *— Soixtfa Korea's two na- 
tional labor unions, eod^ crucial ne- 
gotiackxis %ridi top corporate and gov- 
enunent leaders, won an agteemeot 

Tnesday night on lestriictniiiig the econ- 
Koay dmuycdds tite issue of mass 
layras'vdnleblainmgbuanessaiidgov- 
emment for the economic mess. 

Meamriiile, Ptesident-elect Kim Dae 
Jung shai^ criticized powerinl busi- 
ness wwigiomerateK fig; armnniwiig Xig. 

form measntes that he derided as “cos- 
metic plans’* \rith “hollow ccmtents." 

The developments indieariwf that al- 
diou^ tire finaneial tomrifn! that gwqit 
South Korea’s financial marWc has 
raimeit in leceat d^, the is still 
struggling to find w^ tt> is^KTse the 
sent <rf financial diBriplinft required by 
rite Inteniational Monetary and its 
rescue plan valued at alxmt $60 InllioiL 

After two d^ of wran g Hp g , the na- 
tional n^otiating ^onp, Imown as tire 
Tripartite C ftmniTtiHft , cp n chided its dis- 
cussions mapiy stating that gov- 
ernment, buriness and labtv sh^d 
“cooperate tt> reach an agreement** on 
the labor issue. The oommiaee post- 
poned any decision on Tnaag digm&Mig 
until the national assembly convened 
next month to set economic policy. 

N^otiaxcas in the comnuttee rided 
with bti)or on key p^ts ntito than 
permit the talks to dissolve in public 
acrimony on the eve of crucial taTirs 
opening in New York on Wednesday 
with South Korea’s ciediter banks. Se- 
oim Soutii Kcuean oEEdals will meet 
witii intonational bankers tiiere to con- 
sider moves n> resirnettiTe some ^ 
billion in debt held by Son& Korean 
banks and corfKaations. 

The FederatioD of Korea Trade Un- 
ions and the mere militanr Kor^n Con- 
federatiCMi of l^ade Unions, both of 
which are on tiie Tripartite Committi^ 
have tbreateDcd strikes if new l^is- 
lation permits massive h^ffs. 

The cOTomittee’s dechretion calls fbr 
the eliminati(Mi of waste in government, 
an unen^lr^ment policy increases 
benefits, substanliu restructuring mea- 
sures by conqianies and an end to what it 
caUs “the ab^ of illegal layofE^** 

The agreenteot also urged unions to 
“cooperate on tbeimdikm of w^es and 
workmg hours’* and **avoid strikes and 
protests.” Labor leackra, in standing 
firm against any comminnent to layo^ 
believed tiiey had the suppent cd Khn 
Dae Jnng, who appeared sympaftietic to 
labOT in his presidratial can^gn. 

Nfr. Kim conveyed his disappoiiit- 
ment Ihesday with tiriiat he i^aioed as 
**tbe hollow contents of sw-refemn 
progr a ms” annoonced by two of die 
country’s lariat chaebol, or ooaglom- 
eiatea, Hyundai and LG. 

“T^ time rAnglcmm^ canncA 
sinmly restructure coanetically,*' a 
spwreman quoted Mr. Km as tdli^ his 
topeeoGomic adviser, Park Tae Joon. 

Hyundai, South Korea’s largostbosi- 

ness ODup in tenns of assets, auLG, die 
thir^argest in both sales and assets, said 
Monby tiiM t^ would unload moo^- 
losing enterprises and entities and in- 
troduce out^e directors to the boards 
all their ctxnpanies. Hyundai also can- 
" ' — in- 



southeastem coast, and suspended wQik 
on a semiconductor plant in Scotland. 
Both groups, however, avoided setting 
deadlines ror tb^ stqis. 



about,’ 

the Bosttm Consulting Group’ 
here, “tat there’s some dishmee^be- 

tween anwcwinrMTien ts and SCtkXlS. 

Mr. Young said be would “feel b^ter 

when there is some push on mergexs and 

acquisitions.” But Daniel Harwood, m 
charge of tite bitrirange Hoaie Govett’s 
office in Seoul, was somewhat less p^ 

gimistic. **lTtediadx)l might fed fliey’re 

getting away widi it,” he said, “but that 
won’t change ttie fen tibat baidEers c toi’t 
want to lend them more money” after 
roU^ over current debts. 



Ouk Pbdioniw Nraibck'llnem 


A customer cheddng out the ads in the Recycler in Los Angeles. 

Tree- Ads ’ Papers Draw 
Gaze of Multinationals 


By Eric Hublea: 

NewYvrkTimes Service 


NEWYORK — For more than two 
decades, consumers around the world 
in search of widgets, wombats or 
wives have tumed to th^ local “ fiee- 
ads” papers. 

For afanost as 1<^, new^iaper pub- 
lishers have consider fi^ads pa- 
pers as minor pests. Though tiiey lode 


MEDIA MARKETS 


like tabloid newspapers, these [ 
have more in common with flieh for a 
meet or a yard sale tiian with a 
[tionalnewqnper. 

But while tii^ p^’ces have been 
fl^ng under the radar screens of 
evayoite bm tiidr devoted leaden for 
years, die format, invented by a self- 
described hippie, has become so pref- 
hai^ that the ptqiera ate being SQ^iped 

^ ^ mnltiTMitirw wlif or erpanriing into 

chaim in their own lighL 
The fiee-ads paper is not, itself, 
fiee. Rather, it is the ads that are free, 
an ataorrent notirai to most pnUish- 
ers. By letting individnals phne fiee 
classifieds, then chaigmg them a dol- 
lar or two to buy the paper, fiee-ads 
rablxAexs turn the ebssified ads 
memselves into oontent around which 
advertising can be sold to businesses. 

Ctee pnanineat pla^, Loodem- 
based Loot Group, ta^ in SS2 million 
antinaiiy fegm its 14 'British and hish 
editions, with about 55 percent coming 
from the' cover price and 45 jjer ce nt 
fiomifi^lay ads, accordii^ to its man- 
a ging ditiegtor. Hflidi Bergemann. 

"■What lue really helped fuel the 
growth of the p^iets is an Amsterdam- 
based trade I’l r^niTarion called the 
Free Ads Freer hnonaticnal Asso- 
ffifltinn, vrilich represents about one- 


titird oi tbe'wr^’s fiee-ads p^xxs. 
The group’s 80 inemberpuUisliers put 
om titles in 140 dties wim circulations 
langiDg fibm 6,000 to 450,000. 

The publications are not as big a 
piKoaiieocm m tile United States, but 
tiiey are pubUriied in cities sodi as Los 
Ai^des, Las V^as, Inftioapoiis and 

, jjQnth ramlina, tfinogh niy^ 

aUaremembersrftheassodlatioa. 

Readers attracted to the idea of get- 
ting soinething fir nothing are peqde 
like Peter Hoffiman, a Manhattan 
private investigator who is so hooked 
on Loot’s year-old New Yodc edition 
that he h^ his electromc sdiednler 

re mind him <if hg rteadlma each werfr 

So far he ^ sold a camera, a coudr 
and the boxes be used in a leceot move 
through the p^tet. Now be is trying to 
unload an Ajiurak ticket 

“It’s like apennanret yard sale for 
me,” Mr. Hamnan said. “I never got 
rid of so much junk in my life.” 

In addition to providing tfiehnicflj 
siqiport and setting standards — 
members may not, fra* exanq^le, pub- 
lish ads relating to drugs, werpeas, 
prostitution oc pedcqdulia — die Free 
Ads Freer Intemational Association 
is a traefe association with a twist, Afe. 
Beigemann of Loot Group said. 

With tile aid of a coupon developed 
by the or^mzatirai, a reader of any 
member paper may submit an ad fca 
free publication in any otiier member 
' paper (if die ad goes to more dire one 
p^ier, it costs a few dollars). This 
allows lonely hearts in Milan to read 
the plaintive wishes of their coun- 
terparts in Tol^ oc New Ycxk. 

A recent edition of Lradon’s Loot, 
tiiat chain’s fla gAip piqieT, filled 96 
tabloid-sized pages. It included ads 
for selling or swapping everything 

See NEWSPAPER, Page 15 
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Merger Talk Propels Drug Stocks 

SmithKline caul American Home Discuss Creating an Industry Giant 


By Tom Buetkle 

InttniafiMiaf HervU Triwte 


LONDON — Stock prices of major 
intematicwial drug conqianies soam 
Tuesday in antid^lioa of a new roimd 
of takeover activi^ after SmitfalGiiie 
Beecham FLC sidd it was disensging a 
possible meiger with American Htnne 
Products Coip. 

The oombiiiation, if coirqileted, 
would create the werid’s laig^ phar- 
maceutical conqlaqy and undoscore the 
mtenrifying jnessure for economies of 
scale in die industry. 

fii 1996, the two conmanies sold a 
combined $14.4 billioo of prescription 
drugs, conqnred with $13.5 UUion fra* 
the maricet leader, Glaxo ’WeUcome 
PLC itself die podnet of a 1995 ac- 
quisition by Glare FLC Just behind are 
Merck & Co. of the United States and 
Novartis AG of Switzerland, formed by 
die tnciger in 1996 of Sandoz AG and 
Qba-Gdgy AG. 

TheannoDttcementwiU “make every- 
one dunk twice” about posable mergers 
in die drugs mdustty, s^ Stephen Put- 

nam mf IVefidner tClrinwiit R mann . 

Globalization has bere a leadmg 
fsetm' in a surge of merger activity, 
which soared SO percent in 1997 to a 
Fecord $1 trillion m die United States 
alree, and die trend is felt aent^ in foe 
{foarmacentical business. 


Wifo foe cost of develr^ing a pre- 
seriptioQ ding escalating into foe hun- 
dred of miilkme of dollaxs, companies 
are eager to cranbine thdr research-and- 
developmem efftvts and sales activities 
to cut costs and increase foe prospects of 
(Uscovering a tep-seUing drug. Novartis 
executives said foe conmrey was on 
track to save 2 billion Swiss francs 
($133 hillitn) by foe end of 1999. 

Mr. Putnam said die savings ibr 
SmithKline and American Home 
I^oducts would be particularly large 
because they reeratedm siinilar product 
lines but had iMe overlre to specific 
drug categories. He estimated foe po- 
tential savings at'as much as £1 Inlnon 
($1.64 bilUon) a year, or 10 percent of 
costs in common basiness areas. 

SmithKline shares rose as high as 8 1 5 
pence on the news before retreating to 
close at 748, np 5. In New York, Amer- 
ican Home Fleets surged IS percent 
tt> close at $93.0625, up $12,375. 

[At diat |xice, American Home would 
be woifo about SS2 Inllioii. The As- 
sociated Press rqxMted, which would 
make such a merger the largest oie yet, 
eclipsing the $37 billioQ in stock that 
WoridCom fiic. is paying fta MCI Com- 
munications Co^j 

The Lemdon Stock Exdiange p r em a p- 
ted SmithKliiie to maVe foe aiuiounce- 
ment after its stock rose more than 20 
percent, from 6^ pence Jan. 12. 


Aldioi^ American Honoe is sli^itly 
lax^, with an estimated 33 percent (« . 
the global market for (xescimiioa drugs 
aga&t 2.8 percent for SmithKline, ana- 
lysts said it was more vulnerable becuise 
hs sales growth was slower and the emn- 
prey had fewer drugs under develop- 
ment. American Hmne's biggest drug is 
Premarin, a hramone-foei^' drug for 
post-naenopausal womeo. It also sells foe 
over-tb^ounter pain reliever Advil. 

SmithKline's reading products in- 
clude the anti-depressant Paxil and foe 
antibioiic Augmentin. 

Pto^iects to a deal could be clouded 
by potential fegal liabilities stonming 
ftom Pondiinin and Rednx, foet puis that 
American Home pulled firm sale in foe 
United Soues lascyear because of aiiskof 
heart-valve Hampy Antitrust regulators 
also might press for divestment of \’ac- 
cine tines, foe one area where foe compa- 
nies have significant product overlap. 

Odrer talteover speculation centered 
on such drugmakers as Zeneca Group 
FLC, a cancer foerapy leader that is 
vulneraUe because of its relatively small 
size, and Bristol-Myers Squita Co., 
which is seen as having slower growth 
jxoqrects. Zeneca shares juixiM 92 
pence to £23.77, and Bnstoi-Mj'eis 
Squibb rose $3. 1 875 to finish at S96.62S. 
Axreng other drug stocks, Glaxo 
Wellcome rose 38 pence to £16.77, and 
Novartis rose 34 Swiss francs to 2,440. 


U.S.- Japan Deal on ‘Open Skies’ Nears 


By Laurence Zuckerman 

New York Times Service 

NEW YORK — Anrerican and Jap- 
anese negotiators have agreed on the 
tread ouuiues of a deal that would in- 
crease tire number of flights between tire 
two countries and liberalize travel 
across tire Pacific, according to airline 
executives and Clinten administratitre 
officials. 

But tire two sides, witidi opened a 
new TOund of taUrs Tbesday in Wash- 
mgloit, still fece issues that could make a 
final a^eemm in die long-ronnmg 
trade diqjute elusive. 

“You never know what happens in a 
n^otiatiqn,” said a senior administra- 
tionafiiciaL “But tirings are closer than 
they have ever been.” 


The biggest dispute bolding up die 
a^eement, sources on the U.S. side 
said, is Japan’s resistance to allowing 
American carriers to team up with other 
airlines, both foreign and domestic, to 
offer fiijghts to Japra and on to other 
(festmations in Such so-called 
code-sharing would allow a U.S. earner 
to sell a ticket, say, to Singapore by 
flying a passenger to Tokyo and then 
tranafeiring foe passenger to a Singa- 
pore Airlizi^ fii^t 
Under the leans of the proposed deal, 
Nor th west, United Airlines ^ Federal 
Ejqxess Coip. the three rairiers tbar 
have die most rights to fly te Jq>an — 
would receive virtually unlimited access 
to the conntiy. In additirxi, about 90 new 
flights a week to Toliyo and Osika would 
be (tivided among American Airiines 


IiK., Delta Air Lines Inc. and Continental 
Airlines Inc. — which are allowed only a 
few flights to Japan — as well as to two 
airUnes tiiax now do not fly to JiqoiL 

In exchange. All Nipf^ Airways, 
Japan’s second-Iar^t airliire, would 
receive uulimited rights to fly to foe 
United States, joining Japan Ahlines. 

Critics say that foe proposed deal 
does not challenge the Japimese gov- 
ernment’s power to control ticksi 
prices, which jretects its relatively in- 
efficient airlines by pF^enting tbe U.S. 
carriers frtKn conrotiiig by offering 
Iowa prices. They say that the U.S. 
negotiators tave given AU Nippon Air- 
ways unfettoed access to tta United 
States without insuring that American 
carriers will receive space to land at 
Tbkyo’s Narita Airport. 


(Febj 
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Glokal Private Banking 


Wherever you go, wherever 

YOU MAY BE, YOU’LL FIND THAT 
REPUBLIC SPEAKS YOUR LANGUAGE 



Our multilingual account of&cers are at your 
service in some tkree-rlozen financial centres 
around tke world. And tkougk tk^ speak many 
difierent languages, all are committed to one 
fiuidamental principle: to protect our clients’ 
capital as we saf^uard its purckasing power 
It is a simple principle upon wkick we base 
our brand of financial conservatism: private 
banking built upon rigoiv discipline and prudence. This 
sopbisticated conservatism, vigorously pursued, bas created 
a global private bank of ^Eceptional stabibty, ^pable 
of weatbering tbe roughest storms. 

Indeed, Republic s caprtabzation ratio, 
on a risk adjusted basis, is hoo times as great 
as diat required hy tbe world's intemationa! 
banking regulators. 

To our way of ibinking, it is security as 
'well as rehim ibat we must ensure eacb day. 

And in ibe process, to provide a unique quabty 
of service, understanding and discretion. 



9bM NaoJfaartoM tf 
jVm IbfA m NIfW Yert, 


Republic National Bank of New York* 

Strength. Security. Service. 
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Very briefly: 

• Valores Industriales SA of Mexico plans to buy all the 
shares it doesn’t alread|y own of the botthng company r omento 
Ecraomico Mexicano SA, or Femsa, and assume Feinsa's 
name. Valores Industriales, known as Visa, owns S 1 percent of 
Femsa. 

• Hfcks, Muse Tate & Fiirst and Kohlberg Kravis Roberts 
& Co. agreed to jointly acqoire R^al Cinemas lnc. in a $ 1 .5 
billion deal that would create the world's largest movie- 
theater chain. 

• United I^rcel Service Inc. and the Ind^ndent Pilots 
Association reached agreement on a contract aimed at keeping 
die pack^-delivety giant's 2,100 pilots flying antil 2004. 

• Apria Healthcare Group Inc said Jeremy Jones had 
stef^xd doum as chairman and chief execudve in a man- 
agement sbakeup afler the home health-care provider lowered 
its eafsings target 

• Qwest Communications Inc plans a 2-for-l split of the 
telephone company's shares, which have almost tripled in 
value since its initial public offering in June 1997. 

• Tbe ffnancier Carl Icafan, one of the principal bondholders 

negotiating with Brooke Group Ltd. over interest payments 
on some bonds, agreed to buy a stake in the company, 
according to a reguikory filing. Btoamberg. Reuim. aP 

Smith Expands Into Oil Drilling 

BloonAer^ News 

HOUSTON — Smith Ihtemational hic. said Tuesday that it 
would buy Wilson Industries Inc., a closely held distributor of 
oil-drilling products and services, for $^3 millioa in stock 
and assart debt 

A drill^-equipnMm maker based in Houston, Smith 
agr^ to issue 7.9 tmllion shares of its stock and assume S6S 
imllion of Wilson debt in a tax-free transaction. Tbe ac- 
quisition will not lead Co job cuts, a Smith executive said. 


Brazil Gives 
Its Currency 
Room to Slip 


By Mitchell Martin 

tiuenutimul Herald Tiibuiu 

NEW YORK — A weakening 
currency forced Brazil to change the 
nadij^ band in which its cunrency is 
permitted to fluctuate against the 
dollar (m Tuesday, an effective de- 
valuation of die 

The centr^ bank changed die 
band it targets for the dollar to 1. 12 
to 1.22 re^ Bridge News reported 
fiom Sao Paulo, up from the 1.05- 
to-1.14 real range that had been in 
place since February 1997. . 

At 4 P.M. in New York, tbe dollar 
was quoted at 1.1201 real, up from 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE 

1.1196 real Monday. Brazil has 
been allowing its currency to de- 
preciate at a rate of about 7 j percent 
a year, but because of the economic 
turmoil in Asia, the teal has actually 
been considered overvalued, said 
James Banlneaux, a senior analyst 
at Salomon Smith Barney. 

Mr. Bairineaux add^ that the 
shift of currency bands was meant as 
a signal that the government was 
stickiag to its economic plan. He 
added that an interest-rate increase 
late last year was likely to slow 
economic growth for die ^t half of 
1998. which would reduce the coun- 
try's appetite for imports and help 
main tain the vaiue of its currency. 

With tbe events in Asia puniqg 
pressure on die economies of de- 
veloping countries around the worid. 
Mr. Barrineaux said the concern 
among investors was that Brazil 
would be pressured to allow a more 
laqrid devaluation than the 7 J pereeni 
target Aldiougfa tills would good 

its exporting conqianies, it would 
hurt foreign investors and harm the 
purchasing power of Brazilians be- 
fore elections this year, he said. 

■ Dollar Falls Against Ybu 

The dollar eased against the yen 
on hopes th^ the Japanese govern- 
ment was ready to take acticn to 
rescue tbe sagging ecraiomy, Mtuket 
News reported ir^ New York. 

But a^ysts said concrete action 
from Japan would have to come 
soon to keep tiie yen supported. 

The dollar foil to 128.495 yen in4 
P.M. trading frcnn 129.250 yen Fri- 
day. It edged up to 1 .8395 Deutsche 
marks firom 1.8330 DM and to 
6.1575 French francs from 6.1415 
francs, but it slippy to 1.4958 Swiss 
francs from 1 .4S^. The pound rose 
to $1.6270 ftoin$1.633^ 


Asia Lands on Bottom Line at Big U.S. Banl^ 

. . . the laificsi dcakri 3S 


CcueeMlKOwSa^FnmDcemitt SeCUhtieS and F 

NEW YORK — Big U.S. banks said Tues- "Discretioiu 
day that they had been burt in the fourth quarter have b^ a 
by tbe flnanctal crisis in Asia, as trading and Gcorjge 
foreign exchange losses hit their botfom Unes. Mattisooft Co, 
JJ^ Morgan & Co. took the hardest hit, with CiWM s si 
^mingt falling to $271 miliion in the quarter SI 19.125, 
fioniW19 millioa a year ago. The results were Chase 
far below analysts' expectations, and the com- bank, said it es 
pany 's stock fell $1 .625 to dose at $105,25. Quarter, up fron 

Moigan said regular payments were not be- _ rat operating 

tng *r>aA^ on about $5o7 miiliMi in loans to mg inewne. T™ 

Asian entities. , . 

Citicoip that S250 million had Chase said it 

been shaved off its quarterly income. trading, 

“It was anything but a normal quarter,*' said year earlier. It a 
tiie Arm’s ^hflirman. John Reed. 15 percent, to S 

While the bank's mofit rose to $1.06 billkm The banks! 

.... ... t I _i 1 1 A*i r 


Citicorp's shares fdl 75 cents to end at 




IS percent, to $208 tn^on. 

The banit's shares were up $1.5625 at the 


Vf UUC liiC a pa win •raM*VM • — - - - • 

from $987 million ayear earlier, Citicoip had dose, at 5107.06^. ^ „ tic 

huge one-time gains from the sate of investment In Asia and other emerging markets, u.5. 


Pharmaceuticals Give the Market a Shot 


C tmq e M bfOwSi^FnmO ui^l i tM 

NEW YORK — A round of 
strong earnings and expectations for 
consolidation in the phairoaceutic- 
als i^ustry sent the stock maiket 
sharply higher Thesday. 

The Dow Jmes indii^rial average 
closed witiiagainof 219J7points at 
7,873.12, and the Standard & Poor’s 
500 index ended 17.08 points higher 
at 978J9. Gaining issues om- 
numbeied losing ones fay a 9-io-5 ratio 
on the New Yodc Stock Exdiange. 

Drug stocks su^ed after Smtfa- 
Kline Beediam said it was discuss- 
ing a possible merger with Amer- 
ican Home Products, which froished 
12^ higher at 93 1/16. 

“Even though drug companies 
are quite large in size, they are luit 
immune to takeover bids," said Al- 


fred KugeU senior investment 
stiat^ist at Stein Roe & Parnham. 

He nartwri Wamfr-t amhgrt aS a 
possible acquisition laraet. "I 
wouldn't sell a share of it,* he said. 

Warner-Lamben rose 9 ‘3/16 K> 

U,Sl stocks ! 

dose at 138 5/16. Merck led the 
E>ow higher, rising 6 'A to 1 15%. 

Pfizer rose 3% to 80%, getting an 
added lift frtxn strong earnings. The 
company fburtb-quaner net in- 
come rose to $558 million from 
$504 minirai a year earlier because 
of higher sales of anti-cholesterol 
and heart dregs and an antibiotic. 

TranspcMtatioQ stocks also were 
stroi^ after Northwest Airlines and 
Continent Afrlines repotted strong 


earnings. Northwest rase % to 52% 
after rqxning net proflt of $105.4 
million in the fouith quarter, up 
from $26 million a year eariitf. 
Cost-cutting'and higher revenue lif- 
ted the boo^ line. 

r*Anriiwntai pose 3% to 52*^ afto 
repeating a 55 percent profit in- 
crease, to $73 million. 

SM led technolp^ shares high- 
er, rising 2 H to lu 7 % on eiqiec- 
tations for tbe company to report 
strong earnings. After the close, 
IBM said it canted a net $2.1 billion 
in the fouith quarter, up from $2 
billion a year earlier. Revenue rose 3 
percent, but it would have risen 8 
percent if the risiim dollar had not 
eroded the value or sain abroad. 

Lucent Technologies rose 5% to 
80 13/16. The con^pany said its net 


St. Paul to Absorb USF&G in Stock Swap 


Ttie Assix-uted Press 

ST. PAUL, Minnesota — S l 
C os. said Tuesday that it had agreed 
to boy USF&G Corp. of Baltimore 
in a $3.5 billion deal that will create 
the eightii-largest property-casualty 
insurer in the Unitol States. 

The enmpanigs are calling the 
deal a mager. 

But the new entity will be called 
Sl Paul Cos. and will continue to be 
based in Sl Paul. 

St Paul's chief executive, 
Oougl^ Leatherdale, will rem^ as 
its chairman and chief executive of- 
ficer. 


About 1,500 to 2,000 of the two 
companies' combined 16,500 jobs 
will be elimiaated heransr of over- 
lap, the cmnpanies said. 

Mr. Leathetdale said that the ma- 
jority of the job cots will probably be 
made in Baltimore, but that the new 
c om pany is esqiected to remain "an 
employer of significance" there. 

The deal w^ increase Sl Paul's 
assets to about $36 billion, from $2 1 
billion. The combined company will 
^ve at least $9 billion in revenue. 

"We certainly expect this wUI 
provide us the platform to be one of 
the major survivors in this io- 


dusixy," Mr. Leatherdale said. "It 
gives us the size to compete in a 
highly competitive marketplace." 

St. Paul Cos., the nation's 13th- 
lareest property-casuaiQr insurer, 
will swap its stock for that of 
USF&G, the 22nd largest. . 

In late trading Tbe^y. shares in 
Sl Paul Cos. were up $5.75 at 
$83,875. USF&G shares were up $2 
at $23.4375. 

Hie new company might also 
continue to use tK USF&G bnnd 
name for certain joroducts or cor- 
porate divisions, $l Paul officials 
said. 


profit fell to $792 million fftvn $859 
mtUiofl, mostly because of a $4-7 
minion chaige for tbe acquisition of 
ijvfaigston Enterprises. Without the 
the coffipany’.s results beat 
analysts* expectations. 

Hflioa Imis rose IS/IO to .' 1 9/ 
16 after the conipany said us ^ 
eratins profit rose to $6.5 millioa 
from $49 million a year earlier as 
strong demand to hotel rooms al- 
lowed it to raise rates. 

But financial stocks were a weak 
link after some of the biggest U.S. 
banks and brdterages oftoed mote 
evidence that the worst of Asia’s 
economic crisis may not be fully 
retdized. J.P. Morgan. Merrill 
Ly^ and Citicorp all said the .Asia 
crisis had clq^ied profits. 

"Down the loa^ it's going to be 
bard for many of th^ companies to 
have the eamines ^owth that they 
.used to," parocutoly banks and 
Ixokcrages, said Elizabeth Miller, a 

g irtfolio manager at Ttv^-or Stewait 
urtoQ & Jacobsen. 

"Declining interest rates, which 
have been good for that sector, 
won't be enough," she added. 

In the Treasury bond inarkeL the 
price of the benchmark .30-year is- 
sue was down lQ/32 point, taking 
the yield up to 5.83 petcent from 
S.M percent Friday. 

Fh^p Morris fiul 1 1 1/16 to 4,HY>i 
as hfinnesoca's trial of tobacco 
codipanies began. The trial could be 
the fust legal showdown over public 
money mnt on smoking-related ill- 
nesses: ttuee other states have settled 
cases out of couil. RJR Nabisco 
Holdings fell 15/16 to .35 7/16. 

f.4P, Bhkmthergi 


securities ami redemption of^niKMii^^ S'lsta d^*ativS!\'hiCh are used to 

"Discretionaiy gains covered up what could ‘ foreign exchange and other 

. said or speculate in iore«« W 
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Chase Manhanan Carp., die biggest U.S. * SouR* European Bank j 

bank, said ir earned a net $874 million m die . , Service Inc. sud that 

quarier,upfromS836raUUoaaye^carIicr,but couW see theit credit 

diat operating profit fell because of lower trad- more European batu^ lowered oariicularly if 
mgmcomt-n«taiik<ii<li»tgive<teiaiIsaboui 

“SS<n.1^»Ios,ofS78»mioafrom ■>« 

B.SS^mpa«dwiih,gamofS286iiiiIIiona SV«I .n- 

ySrSlieL?^» said its credit costs had risen East Asian cwM on Eu«>^ furfher ratine 
ISoercenu to $208 milUon. stiiuiions is snU going on, ai^ fnrtntr rmng 

The bank's shares were up $U625 at the actions are po^blCi rurfher " 

clc«ra^7.0625. fica^ns of the cnsis broaden further. 

rn Asia and other emereinfi markets. U.S. Moody s said. 
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EU Authorities 
See Concession 
From Microsoft 


BRUSSELS — Microsoft 
Corp. sineiKl exclnsive 
contracts with European Inter- 
net ssvice provide in re- 
sponse to antitrust complaints, 
the European Union's top com- 
petition ofiBcial said Tuesday. 

The EU announced in 
tober diat it was iavesdgaiing 
the company*s maitaring gf. 
rangements with the service 
providers. 

Karel yanMQert.die Unitm’s 
cm^tition CMomissuMier, 
said he expected a wri tten 
pledge ftom Microsoft tt> wirqr 
contracts tying 24 Internet no- 
viders to the coiiqiany's u- 
plorer software, which allows 
users to txowse the Internet. 
“Microsoft seems prepared to 
oftier, in due time, rraiedies so it 
won't be necessary for the com- 
xnisriCA to bring die case to a 
final decision," he said. 

J(An Frank, legal counselor 
far hfictosoft Europe, ccm- 
ftnned that the company would 
change its contracts widi the 
service providers to meet EU 
con^edtioa concerns. 

Antitrust authorities in the 
United States are investigating 
Microsoft's allied practice of 
forcing computer makers to in- 
clude Esqilorer as a cooditioa of 
licensing Windows 95. 

(Bloomberg, Reuters) 


Asia Crisis Hurts Europe by Slowing Exports 


By Edmond L. Andrews 

New York Tima terrier 

_ FRANKFURT — Asia’s ftnan- 
cial crisis is starting to aftw* 
Europe, slowing down expats ctf 
everything fttxn heavy mac^eiy to 
tel^hones and wotsenmg vriiat 
w« aire^y gloomy nrospects for 
reducing jobtesness this year. 

Though die uirimaf^ magnitude 
of Asia's inqiact remains a guessing 
ga me , the tronble signs have been 
nobferating, and analysts are hast- 
Qy trimming predictions of econom- 
ic growth that they itiaHa. as recently 
as Christmastime. 

The new probleois come at a bad 
time. Boon^ mqiOTts have been 
die only bri^t qx)t fa Germany 
and Fiuice, Europe’s two big gest 
economies, and government leaders 
diere have been coonring on exports 
to fuel the firA solid e co ne m Tr 
growth in years. Any slowdown 
would be uely to add to unen^ 
ploymei^ which, at well over twice 
the rate in the United States, is run- 
ning at recod levels in Germany 
and loanee. 

Jtrfdesaiess is the biggest polit- 
ical problem for both Prime I^fin- 
istiesr Lionel Jo^un of France, the 
Socialist who was forced to use riot 
police last week to subdue protests 
1 ^ unenmloyed workers, and Chan- 
cellor Hraimt Kohl of Germany. 

To the surprise of many econ- 
omists, the ranks Germany's nn- 
enmloyed juxqped ly a further 
200,000 people last month, to 4.5 
millimi, or 1 1 .8 perc^L 

Economists said European 
conqianies were b^g hit in at least 


two w^. The first was throagh 
reduced exports to Asian countries, 
because devaluations of Asian cur- 
rencies had abiuptiy eliminated 
much of their buying power and the 
slowdown had alr^y led several 
Asian countries to put off planned 
deveh^^aent projects. South- 
east Asia accounts for less than 5 
percent ctfEuiopean exp(^. 

The secMid and potentially more 
serious infract is in the form of jxice 


carrier ordered. Ahbus oCBcials said 
Garuda had paid for and received six 
of nine aiici^ tiiat it oidered several 
years ago. But in December, Gamda 
failed to come up widiSSmlUimi in 
payments on the three planes that 
remain to be delivo^ 

The Smtii Kozean conglcnnerate 
Daewoo Cop. last week suqiuided 
plans K> construct a pairi^factoties in 
uortheni Fhmce that would have cre- 
ated about 1,000 jobs. Separately, a 


Beyond anecdotal eridoioe, economists see 
statistical signs that the effects of die Asian crisis 
are ^reading, as analysts trim growth predictions. 


pressure. Because Asian cuiiencies 
have fallen sharply in value, 
products from su(± countries as 
South Korea are far more compet- 
itive in worid markets. That makes it 
difficult fa Eon^pean a American 
canpanies to raise prices, at hone 
or abroad, and is likely to dampen 
the ^ipetite for investment and 
spendi^ 

The impact has already shown up 
at sane companies. 

Iteutsclie Telekom AG added 
$412milliar to its provisions Friday 
to cover possible losses on invest- 
ments in Southdast Asia. The Ger-i 
man telephone ^ant owns slakes in 
telecommunication coomanies in 
Malaysia Indonesia antT die Phil- 
ippi^.' 

Airbus Industrie, the European air- 
craft consortium, has been trying to 
coUeci money ftora Garada Indoie- 
sian Airways for three airplanes the 


governraent-indusoy cnmmigskMi in 
South Koea ttes reco mm ended 
delaying coo^pletioD of a highspeed 
train Im^ laismg feats that part of a 
$2.1 billion conract fa the Freoeb- 
British binlder of the TGV trains, 
GEC Alsthom, could be m je<^>aidy . 

Meanwhile, Moody’s Investors 
Service Inc. warned late last week 
tiiat it might lower its credit ratings 
on two big French banks and seven 
other Enropeu banks. All of these 
banks have big portfolios df Asian 
loans, though se^wral said tiat dieir 
potential losses were small -if not 
negligible and that the warnings 
were unneceraa^. 

[Salomon Smith Bam^ ftstwnatns 
that European banks have outstand- 
ing loans to troubled Arian nations 
equaling 2 percent of the European 
nations' gross domestic pro&ict, 
while U.S. banks have Irat die 
equivalent of 0.4 percent of GDP, 


The Washington Post rqiorttd.] 

Beyond anecdotal evidence, 
economists say there are statistical 
sigiu that the effects of the As^ 
crisis are ^Heading. Salomon Smith 
Barney has trimmed its growth es- 
tunate for the 1 1 European Union 
member countries tlat are expected 
to form the single European cur- 
rency, the euro, next year to 2.6 
percent ftom alxiut 3 percenL 

Analysts said Gennany could feel 
the biggest impact because it had 
always been a big eirorter of heavy 
machineiy andcapitm equipmem— 
precisely the kino of pr^ucis used 
in the big government-sponsored 
development projects that Asian 
countries are delaying a canceling. 

A hint of trouble came this mouth 
when Bonn reported dial the volume 
of foreign oiors for German goods 
h^ declined substantially for die 
second consecutive monthi After 
soaring more dian 20 percent 
dirou^ last August, as a surge in the 
doUarmade German products cheap- 
er in many markets, foreign orcto 
decliu^ by 3.7 percent in October 
and 2.9 percent in November. 

UBS Securities, in a repon head- 
lined “Asia Bites," revis^ its eco- 
nomic forecast for Gennany, pre- 
dicting that exports and profitat^^ 
in general would be hurt by the Asia 
crisis. 

‘‘'Undoubtedly, Germany's share 
in global exports will suffer," said 
Rail Kugelstadi, a UBS economist 
inFranlmirt. 

Nonetheless, the Asian troubles 
are na expect^ to derail Europe's 
plan for the euro to be introduced 
Jan. 1. 


SneematoPost 
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Reduced Raises Buy a No-Layoff Pledge at Opel Profit for 1997 


I CMyeid^OwSi^FiemnignKkrs 

RUESSELSHEIM, Gennany — 
I Adam Opel AG pledged Tuesday 
not to lay off any woSxrs fa five 
I years in return for lower-than-ex- 
pected raises, but die German unit 
General Motors Coip. said it would 
‘ trim 4,000 jobs at^tion. 

Employees agreed to forgo 1.25 
■ percentage points of already agreed- 
i uptm pay increases during (he peri- 
od in return fa die no-layoffi deal 
through 2002. Fa exanqile, their 2.5 
I percent raises this year are to be 
halved. In exchange fa die job cuts, 
which refnesent ^ut 9 percent of 
■OM Opa's 46,200-member Ger- 
I man wak force, Opel said it would 


roend 1.2 billion Deutsche marks 
($651 million) to npd^ ixoduction 
facilities at two sites in Gennany. 

“Ibis is a cooliact t^ gives em- 
plr^ees a dear pezspet^ve and 
higher job seco^,'' said David 
Heraoan, Opd chi^ executive. 

GM is trying to stop a decline in 
its profit in Enn^ wnere the U.S. 
antnmakftr had a loss of $21 millinn 
in the fhnd quarter of 1997 even as 
German automakers reported record 
profits. (3M last year t^an looking 
mr ways to cut costs at its Opel and 
Vanxhall units, in part to pay fa a 
$2.7 billion [dan to expand in .^ia. 
Eastern Eon^ and South America. 

Opel, GM's princqial noQ-U.S. 


unit and Enrope's second-largest 
carmaker, needs to cut costs to more 
effectively coo^te mtfa Vol^ 
wagen AG, Europe’s largest car- 
maker, which is bnoging new mod- 
ds out faster and more cheaply dian 
its U.S.-owned rival. 

Opel's employee representative, 
Ro^If Muella, said it was difficult 
for workers to acce^ a lower raise. 
He said the concessions 'would save 
the company $28 million a year. 

* 'We' ve seen agreemoits like this 
before, from F(^ Mercedes and 
Volkswagen," said Kiaus-Jueigen 
bfelzner, an analyst at Deolsche 
Mor^ GienfeU. “Opel is strag- 
gling behind other European auto- 


makers in tiiis regard Opel certainly 
has to significantly imjxove its pro- 
ductivity and product quality.” 

The conqnny and employees also 
agreed on arrangements to enable 
olda workers to switch to part-time 
work at 85 percent of fheir full-time 
wages rate. Opel woriters also said 
diey would be more flexible in 
woddng in accordance with {xo- 
ductioQ demands and agreed to tie 
deir Christmas bonuses to de- 
creases in absenteeism. In tetum, 
Opel plans to safeguard output in 
Rnessdsheim, Kaiserslautern and 
Bochum, and raise the hiring of ap- 
prentices by 15 percent. 

(AP. Bloomberg, ReuM!rs) 


Bloemb^ News 

PARIS — Tte French air- 
craft engine maker Sneema SA 
said Ttiad^ tiiat it expected a 
net profit of slightly more than 
500 million fiincs ($81 mil- 
lion) fa 1997, its first profit in 
seven years. 

Sal^ rose 23 percent, to 23 
billion ftancs, as the company 
benefited ftom a surge in air- 
craft sales. The state-owned 
company, which equips Airbus 
Industrie and Boeing Co. 
planes, also said that it antic- 
ipated stroiger sales and profit 
in 1998. 
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Very briefly: 

• Didler-Werke AG expects to pat a 1997 loss because of 
reorganization costs at its U.S. subsidiai>'. Narco, and losses in 
Asia. But the German maker of finpmormg materials still 
plans to pay a dividend of 2 Deutsche marks (S1.09) for the 
year, unchwged from 19%. 

• ABB Asea Brofiii Boveri Ltd. won a S660 million order to 
build a power plant in Thiwan, raising hopes dial the Swiss- 
Swedish indusoial company will be less affected by .Asia's 
upheavals than investors had feared. 

• Scandinavian Airlines System bought 100 percent of .Air 
Botnia of Finland to iiy to strengihen its presence in that 
country. The price was not ^sclos^. 

• The European Union's compielilion commissioner, Karel 
Van Mien, said he was near an agreement with British 
Airways PLC and AMR Corp., parent of American .Airlines, 
on the amount of access to London's Heathrow .Airpon they 
should give up to win EU approval of their planned alliance. 

• The European Commission plans to investigate the merger 
of accounting firms KPMG Peat Marwick and Ernst & 
Young in poullel with a full inquiry into a rival alliance 
between Price Waterhouse and Coo^rs & LybrancL 

• Daimler-Benz Aerospace AG's chief executive, Manfred 
Bischoft, said he expired the restructuring of the Airbus 
Industrie consortium into a limited-liability company to be 
completed on time by the start of 1999. The European jet- 
making group also includes Aerospatiale of France, British 
Aerospace and Construcriones Aeronauticas S.A of Spain. 

•Barclays Bank PLC plans to reorganize its businesses by 
April into four divisions: retail financial services, corporate 
banking, investment banking and asset managemenL 

• Britain 's total production of passenger cars last year rose by 

11,832 to a record 1,697,966, and the proportion of output 
allocated for exports rose to 57 percent from 54 percent In 
1996. Bloomherji, Reiurn 
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Big Three Automakers (^ Shopping for Deals in Asia 


By Robyn Meredith 

Ne» Yeti Tuna Servirv 
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DETOOIT _ The majOT U.S. antomakers 
have been hcldng the tires of auto conmaiiies 
in Asia. 

T( 
the 


■ Q irysler, Ae smallest of Detroit’s Big currencies across Ae region have plunged in 
Three, has been closely watching Ae ma- vahieo^ the past several months. 
nmwnnofwrsmtUm^A^u-^^.usi — ^ doesn’t hurt that American anto compa- 


nettveiing froin die sidelines while contiiuiiag 
to expand in SooA America instead. ”We’rea 
little more candous than our compeddon*' 
about the oouoilunities is Asia, said I^Kima 


SjH'>i^«<=P>icesbn.agh,oal^ “ 

opening^ agreements being wrought by the 


a loi^- 


Lmg before die cnirent economic tioablea, 
GM and Foni each develqied strategies to 
capmie 10 pe r cent of the East Asian mariret 


Intenuuonal Mcmetary Fund and 
tenn desire to capture more of the Asim 
market. General Motors Cozp. in particular 
has been looking for stakes to bay in strug- 
gling complies Aere. 

“We’re cleaily getting more aggressive on 
it because there’s mcnie oppo rtuni ty /■ 

Donald SnUivan, lyesident of GM’s Asian 

and opo^OM. “We’re looking at qppotuiiity for Ac Americans to catch np 

ylectivel y p <» sA ly taking pieces’’ of East i^ickly bry baying or fomung stiategic ^ 

liances wiA the icon’s automakfirs. 


nies have b^o stashing away cash u prep- 
aration ftt' Ae next economic downium m the 
United States. At Ae imd of the AM Quarter, 
had $14.6 billion in cash and mailcetable 
securities, Ford had S193 billk», and 
Ouysler had ^.6 billion. 

Already, GM has confumed it has held 


dming the next decade. Only a year ago, Aear talks wiA Daewoo Motor Corn, of ScuA 
grals looked stubbornly c^itunistiem markets Korea, and Ford is weighing h^ to best 
where Jqianese automakers already es- — ^ 

tab ti shed . strong fMAolds. The American 
automakers planned to grow by /vmtimiing to 
build new futories in Ae region. 


But Ae Asian economic crisis presents an 


Arian automakers, he saiA 
Rird Motor Co. anA to a lesser extent, 
Chrysler Coip., have also been ejqiloring bay- 
ing opportonities created by the crisb m Asia 

but have not moved as aggressivdy as GM. 
Neveriheless, Fwd’s executives have 



’ ’We’re waldiing ei^eryAing. * ’ 


Before the crisis b^an, few Asian anto or 
aoto-parts makers were mterested m 
bougfu out, but now many are motivated 
sellers. Some are buiknipt, otiiexs are Aort of 
the nxmey -they need to ke^ running their 
burinesses. and still others are increasin^y 
wofried that thw heme Tni>rlc<>tK are evap- 
orating as consumers flee showrooms. 

All are cheap m dollar terms, now 


protect its 9A percent stake m Kia Motors 
Corp., another Korean automaker. 

So far, FrM has not consider^ talcing over 
Kia, said Alex Trotman, Fud’s chainnan and 
chief executive officer. *’We haven’t been 
deeply invf^ved m how Kia is resmictureA” 
Mr. *Dotman said “Our mterest really is to 
(uotect our 9 J percent share. “ Ford also owns 
33 perc en t of Mazda Motors Corp., which 
bolds a Ainher 7.S percent of Kia. 

Cfai^^ler is continuing its cautious tack m 
Asia. In tiie past few years, Chrysler has 
Avored increasing its investments m SouA 
America rattier dm in Asia becanse of con- 
cerns about the difficulties of domg busmess 
in Asia, wiA its heavy import restrictions and 
other policies that favor local automakers. 


Indeed, the IMF has been struggling to 
posuade Asian tead^ to drop some pro- 
tectiomst policies and has recentiy made pro- 
gress. As part of its package of aid SwA 
Korea has agreed to drop some trade tamers. 
And after months of resistance. President 
Suharto of Indonesia agreed, as pan of a d^l 
wiA the IMF this mon A, to drop tax breaks for 
a car {xogram run by his son. 

Automakers have responded to Ae political 
changes. GM said Prii^ it would make new 
mvestmenis A Indonesia now that Mr. Suharto 
bad agreed to drop Ae tax exemptions. 

This month, GM bought out Mr. Suharto’s 
half-brother Bapak Probosuiedjo's 40 percent 
stake m Genera Motors Buana Indonesia, 
which builds vehicles Acre. “The purch^ 
reflects CM's commitment to Indonesia and 
its confidence m Ae long-term prospects of 
Ae automotive udusiiy here.” GM saiA 

But despite the current anraetTons of 
comrenies m Asia, Aere are still plenty of. 
problems. Most of the potential tak^er tar- 
gets have enonzjous loads, expect Aeir 
sales to plumznet for Ae next yev or two and 
have complicated ownership ties. And of 
course Ae region remains A fAancial chaos, 
which codM worsen markedly or produce 
political instability. 
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Hong Kong Telecom to End 
Its Monopoly 8 Years Early 


OmiJtkJtfOirStfFivmniiiimelta 

HONG KONG — Hong Kong 
Telecoflmmnications LtA said 
Tu^lay it woold surrecuier its 
monopoly mi Ateniational tele- 
pbone calk eight years ahead of 
schedule m return for 6.7 biUimi 
Hong Kong dollars (S866 millimi) 
A caA fiom die goveaunent and the 
ri^t to raise rates on local calls. 

For Telecom, uAicb is conlrdled 
by Cable PLC of Britain, 

tte agreement ends years of nocer- 
tam^ over its most profitable busi- 
ness. The payment, which it win re- 
crive A two instalkDents, wA enat^ 
it to e:q)aad m Ae i^on as its share 
of Hoi^ Koctg’s msB^ sluinks. 

“Wim a more certam regnlaioiy 
mvironment, Hong Kong Telecom 
can focus on deveLopmg its existing 
services,’’ said the compuiy's chief 
executive. Linus Cheung. 

“Due to the recent financial tnr- 
rooil, many attractive mvestmenC 
oppenunities have arisen, and we’re 
exploring tiiese Avestment pppor- 
tunities.” be addeA 

Telecom’s shares closed op 45 
cents, at 15.60 dollars. In London, 
shares of Cable & '^^leless closed 
up 7 J pence, at 508 J ($832). 

The t^reement will open me of 
Asia’s most crowded telecommnm- 


cati(»s markets by 2000 and fanngs 
Hong Kong into line wi A oAer le- 
gicnal govemments tii^ have do- 
re^i^iad A^ telephone tnaAea^ in 
recent years. 

“We expect increased compet- 
itiveness for Hong Kong,*’ said 
Alex Arena, a consnltanf to the gov- 
ernment and its former chief tele- 
c ommuTMi-ft firing policymaker. 

Hong Ktmg consumers will save 
at least 17 billkm doUais Arongb 
2006 as competitiem forces cosqm.- 
mes to ciff pnees, Mr. Arena saiA 

The agreement allows Telecom to 
imse mooAly charges for reridential 
exchange A stages from 1999, 
wtA all linnts being lifted ate 2001. 
Telecom executives skirted qnes- 
tions abont tire effects the loss of Ae 
international license woold have on 
the ernmany’s booom line but said 
A^ had long fvepared for it 

This was Ae company had 
been weaemg itself away from re- 
liance on revenue from mtematioiial 
ser^rices and had diversified into 
otiKX areas, they said 

“We’ve recognized tirat we will 
see Ae end of the mont^ty,'* said 
David Prince, Telecom’s finance A- 
rector. “We have invested A oar 
Tniiltrmpdia services, mobile-phoue 
services.’’ (Biootnberg, Reuters) 







Van a* 

A GOLDEN EYE — A Sooth Km'^n appraiser studying a 
rii^ turned in Tuesday in the country’s gAd-otdlection cam- 
paign. An estimated 100 tons of gold valued at more than $1 
bflUon was coBected to help the country raise foreign currency. 


Malaysia Ponders 
Rate Increase 

Fmn 

KUALA LUMPUR — Malaysia’s 
Alerest rates may have to rise foititoT 
to rem A credit growth. Fmance Mm- 
ister Anwar Ibrahim said Tuesday. 

’ ‘There is certainly Ae possib Aty 
of an increase,’’ Mx. Anwar said. 
“The option remains, and I thinfe we 
have to accept the fact that the A- 
teiest-rate policy is a necessary 
part” of contaimng exiossive lend- 
Ag growth. 

His comments were Ae first such 
official remarks sAce last week’s 
visit by Michel Camdessus, man- 
aging director of Ae Atemational 
Monetary FuoA The IMF chief said 
credit was growAg too qmckly and 
that higher rates were needed to ar- 
rest an increase A inflation after Ae 
ringgit's drop agamst Ae dollar. 

Mr. Anwar dttlioed to say how far 
Of how fast mterest rates would A- 
crease. The cenoal bank has pushed 
inierest rates higher A the past six 
nwnthg The bettobmark three-monA 
Ateitiank rate rose to 9.99 percent 
Tuesday from 932 Monday. 

Mr. Anwar also said MalaysA 
would review its policy of awardmg 
contracts for privatization projects 
through closed biddmg instep of 
open [enders. The review represents 
another economic reform m re- 
sponse to Ae financ ial cHsis that has 
forced Malaysia to defer many proj- 
ects. (Blfiomberg. AP) 


Very briefly: 


• Toshiba Cmp. slashed its grrap pretax profit forecast for Ae 
year endAg A March to 10 bDlim yen ($78.2 milliml from an 
earlier estimte 95 billion yen, citing reduced growA A 
personal-computer sales, falhitg ^ices and declines m 
Southeast Asim currencies. 

• Australia's 14 casmos had operating profits of 27.4 million 
Australian dollars ($ 1 8.3 million) m the year that ended A June, 
down 86 percent ffom Ae year before, and some have warned 
that Asia’s financial crisis could bring profits down further. 

• Taiwan and Russia are expected to Aaugurale direct Aip- 
pAg links before Ae end of Ae year A an effort to forge closer 
economic ties, a Russian official said. 

• The Reserve Bank of announced an immediate 20 
percent devaluation of the Fiji dollar A response to a “very 
weak’’ outlook fex the ectxtomy. Before tiie announcem^t. 
local banks were quoting the Fiji dollar at 67 U.S. cents. 

• Thailand approved setting up a stat»>wned commocial 
baitk. Radhanasm Bank PLC, and two subsi Aaries to rnanage 
assets of 56 debt-ridden finance and securities companies dim 
were closed by the government last year. 

• South Korea will allow large coiiq>anies for the first time to 

sell one-year bonds, to ay to limit Ae damage from being 
required to issue longer-term bonds A a time of rising Aterest 
rates. AFP. AP. Blnumberg. Reuters 


Tokyo Raps Sony Unit on Pricing 

Reuters 

TOKYO — Japan’s anti-monopoly watchdog Tuesday 
ordered Sony Computer Entenainmeut Ac., a unit of 
Sony Coip., to stop controlling Ae retail price of software 
for its poplar PlayStation games console. 

The Fair Tirade C^unmission said Sony Computer had 
violated Japanese Aw by requiring retailers to sell soft- 
ware for Ae PAySiation machine at a fixttl price. A 
cempany spokeswoman said Sony Computer had not 
done anytimg wrong and would not accept Ae com- 
mission’s OnKT. 


Tokyo Suspends Plans to Break Up Finance Ministry 


TOKYO — The ^ovamog liberal 
Democratic Party and rts two parliaiDen- 
taiy allies soimaxled plans itiesday to 
break up die MBnistiy of FAance Aat 
represeiTO one of Fitine MAisier Rjui- 

tam Haghmirtm’a^ tnp prinriliwL 

The parties dedded instead to let Ae 
mmistiy lecam its role as supervise of 
boA Ae finanriai industry and Ae gov- 
emmeot's fisc^ polidea. 

saAm recent that 
wrong rime to act because the ministry 
was needed to help restore Ae bealA of 
tanks BDdfanikeis ate a series of bank- 
ruptcies. Still, the f^ure to curtail die 
mmisby’s power spells a st^ backward 
for Mr. Hashimoto’s reforms, one ana- 
lyst said. 

“Ttee’s been growing coocetn diat 
HaAAioio may not be c^ble of split- 


ting die ministry, a core cf his admin- 
istrative zefonn program,” saA 
Yoshinori Iwasawa, an economist at 
Sumitonio Life Research Institute. 
“Today, we jnst confitioed it, and dial's 
distqjpoAdng.’’ 

Support for the breaknp mounted be- 
canse the ministry was largely held re- 
spoosAle for die bad loans, brib^ 
scandals aod shrinking profits plaguing 
the financial Adnstiy. 

Critics also acetm it of poshing 
J^ian nearly mto a recession duongh its 
insistence that taxes be raised Ast year, a 
move diat appeared to choke off an 
ecQUMDic recovery. 

On Itiesday, Japan's central bank 
said ecoiKxnic gro^ lemamed stag- 
nant because of uack consumer demand, 
la its monthly reptxt, the Bank of Japan 
also warned that the Jaianese economy 
suffer further zrom its trading 


finks wiA troubled Asian neighbors. 

Its prolof^ed sAgglshness prompted 
die U.S. ambassador, Thomas Foley, to 
! Japan to do whatever was oeetM to 
A oot of its economic slon^. 

“We believe a recovery m Ae Jap- 
anese economy A extntofdinaiily im- 
portant riot only for itself bnt to improve 
the general economic sitoatioD m 
Asia,” Mr. Foley said. ‘’IhereAaneed 
for Japan to be an eogixM of growth.” 

Mr. FoIqt said he welcom^ Japan’s 
previously announced stimulative st^, 
luclndAg a cme-tiffle 2 trillion yen 
($15.47 billion) income tax cut, but 
uEg^ it to oosider domg more. 

“Wefaope Aere will be consideration 
given, perhaps, A Ae future, to any 
(Kber steps that may be deemed nec- 
essaiy to adequately move the Japanese 
economy forward," Mr. Fcdey said. 

(Bloomberg. Reuters) 


NEWSE4PERS: Tree-Ad’ Format Gets Widespread Attention 


Contmned from Page 11 

from cameras to cars and vac^mi 
homes to fitness eqwpment. It also had 
11 pages of persram ads, almost all 

A called “I^ssage 

noticdxiaxd,” a^ rawed from tin po- 
etic (“Clnumied A AAme at home, dt^ 
inde^itsspte 
open”) to the 
the potemical . 

cast iqxm society ly big bnsmess”). 

'The first free-ads pqwr. Buy and Sell 
Press A Vancouver, British Colombia, 



remaAs solely owned Ar its founder, 
Mike Abbc^ who said he tinu^ the 
enterprise woold ibte social interaction 
and create a land of peo|:de’s cafritalAm. 

Ibe idea was copied elsewhere m 
westetn Canada ana Califbnua A Ae 
1970s. It skipped much of die rest of 
NorA America bnt flowered A Europe. 
A gratitude, the free-ads association 
Mr. Abbott its honorary president 
“They oweme ntilfiaos, those blokes,” 
he said. “Some of diere papers have 

ffhangftd handa for hundreds <n milHona 

of dollars sAce 1985,” wl^ the as- 
.socAtioo was founded, he said. Mr. Ab- 


SUPER: Geane Plan to Lift Firms’ Morede 




^ s. . 



Cratiniied from Page 1 

Mr. Theismaim addressed a gronp of 
.^„Canon Inc. ct^er t^maA A a room 
•' also adorned wiA artificial turf aod 
. bleachers. He speaks to between 70 ^ 
' 80 corporations a year, usually earning 
$I2,5(w a speech. 

Next week at Ae Super Bowl A San 
Diego, the foimer Notre Dame food^ 
coach Lou Holtz will joA the motiv- 
atk^ sum Peter Lowe at the “Super 
Bowl ofSuceess,” an extravagpia Aat 
pronuse5to“he]p 1 3,000 MVP$ suit up 
for the Super Bowl of lifei** . ,, 

The daylong “^cational session, 
fm wAch attendees will pay an average 
of $49 a tic^ will feature Colm Pbw- 
'* ell, Lany King , Debevab NorvOle and 
other spealteTS. 

Do sneh events improve morale? Ex- 
p^ differ. “If these things are done 
wiA die right heart, they can be very 
powerful,” said Ritch Davidson, who 
goes by the title of “vice emperor of 
Fun” at I^yfeir, a Beikel^, C^omia, 
.itanagement consulting firm ^t helps 
con^mies promote fim A their offices. 
Vlr. Davidson recently attended an uft- 
ferwater-ihemed motivaiional-eveat for 
\ Silicon 'Valley. conqAny. The event 


mrl nd ff d “tons of inflatable fish and 
Avers,” he said 

Howard Weizmann, who runs the 
- 3Q0-stioag WashAglon office of Wat- 
son Wyatt Worldwdde, a management 
con sulting firm, said the pmpose of the 
motivational exercises hu changed. A 
the past, be said, they were geared to 
{uomote pride witiiA an ocganfeaiioD — 
be H a Avision, Aench or team. 

Bnt recently, wiA low uneizu^- 
moit rates and a Aortage of skilled 
worke r s A many sectors, Aese eveits 
have increasingty been designed to 
foster feeliogs about the coipo- 
ration Itself. “Before, it was an edfi- 
dency issue,” Mr. Weizaaaxm said. 
“Now it’s a retention issue.” 

Mr. Tbeismann said his football ex- 
perience — a series of Ajuries, 
ewnebaeks and trinmiAs — paralleled 
the travails of SGI, a computer wofk- 
s tati on company based A Monntam 
View, California- The company re- 
cently laid off about 850 enqiloyees, has 
suffered a spell of poor eaiiii;^ (most 
lecentiy. a $S5.7 rr^on loss A its first 
quarter of fiscal 1S>98) and has hero 
wiAout a leader since die October resig- 
nation of its chief executive, Edsrera 
McCracken. 


bott deefined to disclose his own profit, 
bnt he said the industry ’s arithinetic was 
as sinqile as it was sweet: A well-run 
papv sells two copies for every ad it 
cardes aid has a ciicnlation of 25 ,000 to 
30,000 pd* million popnlation A its area 
and a profit margin of 20 perceoL 

Coiporaie interest A Ae format is 
clear. Consider Ae fete of one of Boy 
and Sell’s earliest imitators, Ae Re- 
cyder. Bora A a phone conversation 
AuAg which Nfr. Abbott casually ad- 
vised an admirer to start a free-ads paper 
ALosAngdes, AeRecj^lerDowhas 10 
regional editions and 35 oAer papers of 
various fmnats and is majority owned 
by a Etonakisoa, Lufltin & Jenrette A- 
^vstment fiznd. 

The big buyout story, Aou^h, is 
Secoudamano. Fmmded A Milan A the 
late it spread to eight cities A 
Italy, one A Smtzerland and 11 A Rus- 
sia and Kazakhstan. The ex-Soviet pa- 
pers turned out ui be the jewels of the 
nee-ads world — Ae Moscow edition, 
like Loot’s London flagship, went from 
a weekly to a daily to handle the volume 
— and caught Ae of Paris-based 
Rebdo Mag ImeniaticinaL now a unit of 
Ce^ucC^. 

Hebdo, Aough best known for its 
paid-advertisAg rite such as Wheels 
’n’ Deals, already owned, co-owned or 
was about to own free-ads papers A 
Baris, Wssaw, Budapest Amsterdam, 
Puoto Rico and Buenos Aires. Hebdo 
acquired Secondamano last Janus 


Qmton Seeks Law 
To Ban Gene Bias 

LosAngeiesTimes 

WASHINGTON — The White 
House is asking Congress to prot^ 
Americans fr^ worlqilace dis- 
crimination based on information 
gleaned from genetic testmg. 

The initiative. uAicb was to be 
nnveiled Tbesday by Vice Pres- 
ident A1 Gore, will be accompanied 
by a ClmtoD administration study 
suggesting that the potential for 
misuse of genetic xnfonraation will 
rise significantly A commg years. 

“While genetic technology A- 
creases the ability to detect and 
prevent bealA disorders, it can also 
be misused to discriminate against 
or stigmatize individuals.” states a 
draft version of Ae repmt, Aled 
“Genetic Information and the 
WoAFosce.” 

AdAAisiration officials said 
Aeir goal m seeking coDgressAnal 
action is to Acrease public accept- 
ance of Ae benefits of genetic tesi- 
Ag by taki^ steps to assure Azner- 
icans it will not be used against 
Aem. 

Mr. ClmtoD already has en- 
dorsed pendAg congressional leg- 
islation Aat would prevent insurers 
from disclosing Ae results of ge- 
netic testing or Acreasing Ae cost 
of ^op Asurance based on genetic 
information. 

A 1996. Congress passed leg- 
islation prohibiting group healA 
plans from using infonnatioo ol> 
tamed from genetic tests or other 
sources as a basis for denymg or 
lirmti^ coverage for indi^^als or 
charAng diem more. 

The new legislation the White 
House will request woAd extend 
Aose protections mto Ae work- 
place by prohibiting en^oyeis 
firom nsing genetic testing data as a 
basis for discriminating against 
workers. 


NET: Group Plans High-Speed Standard 


Continued from Page 1 

normal phone lines and would remam 
connected to Ae outside world at all 
times wiAoul Ae need to Aal a ser^ce 
and widiout Aierfermg wiA voice con- 
versations over Ae same line. 

Such lightni^-quick access to cyber- 
qmcehas traAtion^y been possibA only 
A offices or over cabA modems, which 
are avafiable A few parts of ibe Uuted 
States. Giving home users such fast ac- 
cess to Ae i^oimation highway could 
open the door to new sorts of services. 
AcludAg video over the Atemet that 
appcoBches television quality. 

The lechnoAgy embraced by the con- 
sortiom, known as digita] subscriber line, 
or DSL, has been uiuAr develt^iment A 
the telecommunicatioas Adusby for 
years but has been held back by a l^k of 
agreeaunt on technical stamArds. 

Bell Atlantic C^np., wAch serves lo- 
cal telqibone customers from Virginia to 
Maine, is Ae one regional Bell coitqiany 
that has shied away fixxn the Oxi^paq- 
AteJ-Microsoft coasortium. Sources 
said Aai Bell Atlantic was leaning to- 
ward a different standard. While Ae 
con^iany has left Ae door (^len to joining 
. the group, it has exprresed reservations 
about bew the ocmsc^um is run. 

As ccanputer users have become 
more sophisticated aod as Ae Internet 
has become loaded with dam-heavy 
graphics, traAtional modems — the 
devices that enable computers to com- 
municate over telephone lines — have 
not kept pace. The cable-television A- 
dusny A pinnmg some of its hopes for 
growA on cable modems, wAcb use 
cable oelworits to give users fast access 
to Ae Ateniet. But only about 100,000 
people have signed up for cable mo- 
dems so far, according to analysts, and 
the service A available to only about 1 0 
percent of U.S. homes. 

Most local telephone companies cur- 
rendy offer high-speed data fines. Bnt 
many of those (^tioos, such as ISDN, or 
Ategraied-services data neiw(xk, can be 
cumbersome and expensive and require 


instaUation by a technician. 

Microsoft has been particularly ex- 
pert at playing boA sid^ of Ae cable- 
teApbone fence. Last year, it Avested 
$1 billion A Comcast Corp., the fouiA- 
largest U.S. cabA company arid a pan- 
owner of At Home, a company Aat 
offers Aternet access over cable fines. 

For many years engineers aod pro- 
grammers believed Aat the copper 
wires Aat carried voice conversations 
could not conqi^ wiA dedica^ data 
netwoiks m Aeir ability to cany large 
amonnA of digital infonnation. 

But A recent years, advances A elec- 
trical eogineermg tmve dmUeagied timt 
assunqitioa. Some engineers today s^ 
tiiat standard copper telephone wires can 
cany as many as 8 million biA of m- 
fOTmatimi a second, though the consor- 
tium A initially develt^mg standards for 
mo^ms that can cany 1.S n^on 
biA a second. A bit A Aesm^est amount 
of infonnation a computer can jxocess, 
either a zero or a one. Today’s fastest 
standard modems are rated at 56 JXX) biA 
a second but are actually HitiiK-ri to trans- 
mitting 52,(XX> biA a second. 

Tbm are dozens of companies de- 
velcpAg Agital-snbscriber-line 

producA, though few follow Ae same 
standards. Ine Compaq-Atel-Mi- 
crosoft consortium is relymg A pan cm 
technology developed by a small Mas- 
sachusetA company called Aware Inc., 
thoo^ Ae group has not fmished de- 
veloping iA technical protocols. 

Seve^ local phone companies have 
already deployed Ae service m limited 
areas around Ae country. U S West Ac., 
for instance, unveiled a digital-sub- 
scriber-lAe service A Ae Phoenix area 
last C^tobei. The service Aere requires 
an instaUation fee of about $200 and a 
noonthly subs^ber fee of at least $40. 

That is about Ae same price as an At 
Home connectiOD through Comcast A 
norAera New Jersey, ^though cable 
modems can deliver Agber spe^ than 
1 .5 mUlion biA a second. 

Nonnal access to Ae Atemet typ- 
ically cosA $20 a monA. 


CLONE: U.S. Drug Agency Says It Will Hold Reins to Research 


makmg it easUv Ae largest free-ads 
publisher. Cendant does not disclose 
revenue by opera^g divAion. and 
Hebdo officials declined to say what Ae 
co^iany had paid m its acquisitions. 

Tte ftxmai's strongest endorsement 
comes from an American newspaper 
that bucked traditAn and says it has 
benefited as a result Thai newspaper, 
Ihe Arkansas Democrat-Gazene, now 
gives away more than 1 milfion ads a 
year, and i A revenue from business clas- 
sifieds attracted by the liveliness of Ae 
individnal ads continues to rise. 


Continued from Page 1 

cloning research stalled A Congress. 
And public fears that someone mi^t 
the feat flared ane w when Mr. Se^ said 
Aa! be would sedc to clone a human 
bemg before Congress enacA a ban. 

L^t week, 19 European nations 
signed an agreement to ban human clon- 
Ag. 

Another agency official said would- 
be doners would have to go through Ae 
same procedure that drug companies 
sebmit to test new medicAes on 
peode. 

'The process requires researchers to 
I^ove Aat their proposed Mperiment 

does not pose uDicasooable risk of harm 

to human subjecA — a task that would 
be difficult for human cIooAg, given Ae 
overwhelmAg failure rate A animal 


clonAg experimeoA. 

Moreover, an agency official said, 
given Ae Asputes over doning, Ae 
agency might require public bearings as 
it Ad last year while it was considering 
how to regulate Ae transplantati(» of 
animal organs mto people. 

“It should be done A the open,” Ae 
official said. “Going through the FDA 
regulatory paAways, everyone has a say 
and we face oar fears mpubfic.” 

Scientific groups have become con- 
cerned that some of the U.$. legislation 
aimed at banning human clonAg would 
preclude oAer kinds of research. 

Last week, the' Biotechnology A- 
dustiy Organization, which represems 
about 750 biotechnology and academic 
research institutes, uig^ the govern- 
ment to assert iA auAority over cloning 
A Ae hope Aat Congress would not 


rush Ato a broad research ban. 

■ Researchers Qone Calves 

Researchers said Tuesday that they 
had cloned two identical, genetically 
engmeeied calves, a step Aat could lead 
to the mass production of drugs for 
humans A cows' milk. The Associated 
Press reported from Boston. 

The male calves bom last week were 
created tiuough a cooAinatioa of cAn- 
ing and genetic engmeering by research- 
ers at me Umversity of Ma^achusetA 
and Advanced Cell Technology Ac. 

The calves are not Ae first animal 
clones wiA altered genes: two lambs 
have a human gene expected to make 
them produce a proteA belpfiil A blood 
clotting. But drug-making cows could 
be more valuabA because Aey fxoduce 
much more milk Aan sheep. 
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World Roundup 


Far-Ran ging Tour 

GOLF The 1998 European golf 
tour opens this wedc far from the 
Continent. 

The first tournameDt, the Johnnie 
Walker Classic, open^ Thursday at 
the Blue Canyon. Country Club in 
Phuket, Thailand. 

The tour w^l stage its first seven 
events in Thailand, Australia, South 
Africa. United Arab Emiiates, Qatar 
and Morocca It will reach European 
soil in March with die Pomiguese 
Open, with the next four tourna- 
ments in Spain, France, and Italy and 
ending in England in May. {AP] 

English Leader Loses 

SOCCER A goal in the third 
minute by Kevin Davies lifted 
Southampton to a 1-0 victory over 
the Premier League leader, 
Manchester United, in the Saints' 
third straight home victory over the 
Reds. The result Monday, only 
Manchester United’s fourth loss, 
prevented the champion from open- 
uig up an eight-point lead at the top 
of the standings and gave a glimmer 
of hope to the ruhnens-up. {AP) 

• Barcelona surrendered a 3-0 

home lead to lose, 4-3, to Valencia 
on a last-minute goal by Ariel Or- 
tega and remain second in the Span- 
ish title race. {AFPi 

• Reazo Uiivieri resigned Tues- 

day as coach of Bologna aftei; a 
clash with Roberto Baggio. But the 
club’s chairman. Giuseppe 
Gazzoni Frascara, asked him to 
take 24 hours to reconsider his de- 
cision. Uiivieri said, “I can’t bear , 
the climate" after Baggio, star of 
two World Cups, stormed out on 
the eve of a home match against 
Juvenras because he was told to 
start the game on the substitutes’ 
tench. fPeu/ers) 

Yanke e Seeks $9 Million 

Bemie Williams, un- 
able to negotiate a multiyear con- 
tract with the New York Yankees, 
asked for a record S9 million salary 
in arbitration for what may be his 
final season with the team. New 
York countered at $7.5 million 
Monday, the highest figure ever 
offered by a team and a raise of $ 2.2 
million. (AP) 

No Bonns for Quarteitiack 

FOOTBALL The Carolina Pan- 
tbers won't give their quarterback, 
Keny Collins, a $6 million bonus in 
order to keep the remaining three 
years of lus contract intact, The 
Charlotte Observer reported Tues- 
day. If Collins does not receive the 
bonus, he could become a restricted 
free agent. (AP) 

Wizards^ Star Arrested 

BASKETBALL Oiris Webber, the 
Washington Wizard forward, was 
arrested after scuffting with a po- 
lice officer who had slopped him 
for speeding, authorities said. 
Webber. 24, faces several charges, 
including assaulting a police of- 
ficer. He was to appear in court 
Tuesday for bond to be set (AP) 
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Russia's Ann a Kouriukova returning Tuesday to Katarina Studenikova of Slovakia. Koumlkova won, 6-2, 6-1. 

Hingis Shines as Sukova Fades Out 

Ivanisevic Crashes in First Round While Agassi and Chang Advance 


By Robin Flan 

Netr Ibrt Tuius Service 

MELBOURNE — Martina Hin^s. 
who made history last year when she 
became the youngest Australian Open 
champicn at the age of 16, pranced 
through her opening match Tuesday in 
the cloud-shrouded stadium in straight 
sets. 

But Day 2 was less forgiving to the 
13th-seed^ Goran Ivanisevic and the 
veterans Thomas Muster, twice a semi- 
finalist here, and Helena Sukova, who 
twice reached this Grand Slam tour- 
nament’s fuial. All three lost their first- 
round matches. 

Sporting dy^ brown, newly bobbed 
hair and matching brown contact lenses 
as she began the f^t of three Grand 
Slam title defeases in 1998, Hingis had 
no trouble subduing her German op- 
ponent, Wiltrud Probst, 6-1, 6-2. 

Hingis seemed unconcerned by her 
minimal preparation for this event, an 
opening-round loss to Venus WilUams 
last week in Sydney. 'T’moottlred now 
and I'm here to win this," she said. 

Ivanisevic has accused himself of 
lackluster perfonnances on the Grand 
Slam front for the past couple of sea- 
sons, and bis 6-2, 7-6 (7-3), 3-6, 64 
upset by tiie 71st-raiiked fan Siemerink 
of the Netherlands was frirther evidence 
of the Croat's slide. 

A fust-round loser in three of his last 
fourGrand Slam tournaments, Ivanisevic 
did not attend his obligatoiy post-match 
news conference; under new rules, he 
will be fined up to $ 10,000 as a result 

The eighth-seeded Muster, whose ca- 
reer hit its zenith wheh he won the 
French Open in 1995. was uocharac- 
leristicaJly submissive and perilously er- 
ror-prone in a 64, 7-6 (7-5), 7-5 thrash- 
ing by the 243d-ranked Jan AppeL a 
Swedish qualifier. Though Muster, at 30 
the eldest statesman of the top 1 0 , saved 
three match points against the 2 ^year- 
old Appel, an enant crosscourt forehand 
sent turn packing in the fust round. 

"I had a lot of unforced errors when 1 


tried to attack and put speed on the ball, 
and that was abrai it." Muster said 

The 32-year-old Sukova's 4-6, 7-5.6- 
0 loss to 94th-ranked Anne Miller was a 
career-ending defeat. Though Sukova, 
ranked 78th, will play doubles, this 
match activated her retirement from 
singles. 

She earned 10 singles titles and holds 
14 Grand Slam doubles crowns, includ- 
ing a 1996 Wimbledon doubles title that 
made history because she earned it with 
Hingis. Aen 15 and Ae youngest 
Wimbledon champion in 1 10 years. 

Michael Chang. Ae No. 3 American, 
struggled against Ae Qlsi-ranked Ken- 
neA Carlsen of Denmark, but emerged 
victorious. 6-3, 7-6 (7-2), 5-7, 6-3. 

In other matches Tuesday. The As- 
sociated Press reported' 

Patrick Rafter. Ae U.S. 0pm cham- 
pion, played two astonishing ^ints fora 
key br^ In Ae nexi-to-lakt game be- 
fore overcoming stubborn JefTTarango 
m Ae first round 

Rafter's big serve and acrobatic vol- 
leying finally prevailed overTarango's 
byline shaipshooung, 7-6 (74). 7-6 
(74), 6-7 (4-7), 7-5. 

Scmie of Ae most devastating shots 
came at S-S m Ae final set. 

On the first jpoint. Rafter surprised 
Tar^o by cbasmg down shots on op- 
posite sidelines, and pressuring Ae 
American into netting a forehand. 

Two points later, he went ahead 0-40 
by curling a forehand passing shot down 
Ae Ime on a dead run. 

That almost wasn't enough. Tarango, 
ranked No. 58, got back to deuce on two 
errors by Ae No. 2 seed and a passmg 
shot Aat he punctuated wiA a &t ges- 
ture toward Rafter Aat drew boos from 
Ae crowd 

But two Tarango errors gave Rafter 
Ae game, and he served out Ae match, 
endmg wiA his 26A ace. 

Earlier m Ae final seL Tarango was 
given an unsportsmanlike conduct 
warning after holAng up two fingers 
and shouting at Ae umpire: "That's two 
you owe me, and you know it" 


THE INTERMARKET 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


Tarango said. "I was trying to be like 
a iMt bull and hang on and scrape and 
hope that an c^ipormniiy would come. 
To his credit, it Adn'L" 

Andre Agassi also had to struggle 
through his first-round match — against 
Marzio ManellL an Italian qualifier. 

Agassi took an early 3-1 lead, but 
Aen lost five straight games to Manelii. 
ranked 133d, and let the second set's 
second gome slip awav after six break 
pomts and 1 1 deuces, then he rallied for 
a 3-6. 7-6 17-3), 6-2. 6-2 victory. 

In other matches. Ae L‘.S. C^ten fi- 
nalist Greg Rusedski, seeded fifth. 
selV(^J 27 ^es in beating David Wio. 7- 
6i74j.6-3.64. 

Gustavo Kuerten, the French Open 
champkm who is raidced So. 12.wQn6 
3. 3-6 6-3. 6-2 against Jacobo Diaz of 
Spam. No. 9 Mareeio Rios trounced 
GrantStafibnl.6].60.63.andS‘o. 16 
Albert Costa beat Toinrn\ Haas, 7-6 1 7- 
5), 62. 64. 

Hm Henman, a Wimbledon quarter- 
finalist bs( year and ranked 18A.fougbt 
off two match points at 67 m Ae final 
set before losing, 63, 67 13-7». 62, 3- 
6 , 11-9. in 4 hours. 19 minutes to lOUt' 
ranked Jerome Golmaxd of France. 

No. 3 Amanda Coetzer. a semifuiaJisi 
here Ae last two years, beat Barbara 
Pau lus. 62, 6-0. and No. 5 Mary Pierce. 
Ae 1995 winner and 1997 runner-up. 
^.ut out Li Fang. 6-0. 

For otiter results, sec Si.orvhc'atd. 
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For Soccer Refugees, 
Ecstasy, Then Agony 

Why Some Mercenaiies Just Don't Fii In 


lerico is Villa’s next opponent in Ae 

By Rob Hu^es UEFA Cup at the beginning ot Mafcn. 

iiaenutiMid Havid Tribuie and yohdonoiscHyour goal 

S CORING goals is like making Ac 





Ko tfwaWynte fttg.ft t. wg 

Jerome Golmard of France, who 
ousted Tim Henman in five sets. 


Ot a game, ot me. ueneiuuy, li 
makes people happy. 

Bctt to foreigners in a strange cul- 
ture, Ae ecsta^ of Ae moment can te 
dulled by Aepain of not feeling really 
apprecUued. Temur Ketsbaia and Sa- 
VO Milosevic are two of soccer's 
modem mercenaries, payers released 
frnn volaAe stru^te m Aeir Geor- 
gian and Yugos^v homelands to 
in^ their fortunes m England. 

Last Saturday, Ketsbaia scored in 
Ae 90A and fi^ mituite a goal Aat 
gave Newcastle Unii^ its first ite- 
tory m nine games. The capacity 
36J)00 crowd reacted wxA tumultu- 
ous relief. Ketsbaia appeared mo- 
mentarily deranged: He wrenched off 

lUROFSAM SeCCIR 

his shin and threw it toward spec- 
tators. He gesticulated wildly toward 
the coaching bench. He kicked and 
kicked again at Ae advertising boards 
behind Ae goal. 

His eyes were glaz^, and his tcam- 
mares were thrust asi^ as they tried 
to congratulate him. A man alone in 
Ae crowded theater of sport, a player 
losing self-conorol at the peak of per- 
formance. 

Why? 

Around ibe same hour, 100 mikx 
away, another of England’s imports^ 
Milosevic, mcensed tbllowcrs of .As- 
ton Villa, for whom be has played two 
seasons. He reportedly spot at some of 
Aosc fans as they exercised ihcirrighi 
to boo an acquiescent performance as 
they were routed. 5-0. at Blackburn 
Rovers. Three days previously. Mi- 
losevic scored the goal that kept Vilb 
m the runnmg for Ae Football As- 
sociation Cup. 

Hard Aough be tries. Milosevic 
does not spark cmpaAy wiA the fans. 
.Alongside Stan Ct^ymorc. England's 
most powerful yet brooding center, 
fbfwa^ they make Ae Odd Couple, 
gifted but unreliable. Milosevic was 
told Tuesday that he is no longer wel- 
come in England. A player who .<piis 
at his own team’s customers — es- 
pecially a foreigner has to 
Why? 

Ket^a and Milosevic are among 
Ae refugees of soccer. They hail from 
places ruined by war, and they looked 
tor riches and glory in Ae MoAer 
Counoy of this mcieasingly interna- 
tional sport. 

Their difficulties are not linguistic, 
for there are cunently some 40 tongues 
spoken m England’s erstwhile msular 
pastime. Their struggle to mtegrate is 
unusual b^use Aere are 157 players 
among Ae 20 major English clubs who 
expect to see World Cup action this 
summer. They must be doing 
someAing right, adiieving some har- 
mony where Ae pound is strong, the 
television image is all poweriuL Ae 
agents Sonrish like bacteria. 

The frulings of Ketsbaia and Mi- 
losevic are on boA sides. Their ability 
is more coveted than Aeir tenq>era- 
ment, and they are not getting enougb 
help m blending m wiA Ae natives. 

MBosevic is for sale, and the soon- 
er Ae tetter. He showed .his hand a 
few wedcs ago when it emerged that 
Atletico Madrid, which has a Serbian 
coach, Radranir Antic, wanted Mi- 
losevic. 

Two things prevented a deaL At- 


beyond Ais season. 

Milosevic’s spittle chanRcd tng. 
The fens, anyway enraged by UJJ 
team's recent letlurgy ~ to which 
Milosevic wus ai nines Ac cxccpcwn 

queued at Ae gaics of wrath. 

‘•Savo Miloscxic should nevw 
wear a Villa shin again." pronoun^ 
David Woodall, a club shareholder. 
“It’s not as if he’s young and in- 
experienced." He is 23 .uid a 
Yugoslav intematioiul. 

'*Vtila saw him aim his ^pit at 
them. Aough knowmg Saw. he would 
probably miss an>-way." Wooddali 
^d "At lea.sx Eric Cantona atlwkcd 
opposition fans. Milosevic is guilty of 
dninp worse to hb own supporters. 

Hu departure will be h>' mutual 
dMisent. What, meanwhile, of Keis- 
baia? 

His “celebration" last Sawniay 
was the pent-up emotion.^ of a man 
absolutely despite to find a cause 
and to be recognized in the colors. He 
will be 30 m March; mne is not his 
friend, and when he moved from .AEK 
Athens tt> Newcastle m the summer, 
he clearly hoped Ais was Ae big cme. 
the move of hb life. 

He comes from a troublvil sponmg 


sian" team. 

T oday, there i.« Gcorgiott 
Kukladze. a qui.xoiic talent in 
England where he (lances in the 
Manchester City midtietd and where 
he a few wedcs a^ crashed his Fer- 
rari into a tree. Ketsbaia. I suspect, 
would like a Fetrari: he would like An 
chances Kinkhdze has been green, 
the remuneration, the adoration. 

At Newcastle, however Jie joined a 
house of turmoil. Kenny Dalglish. Ae 
coach, wonted Ketsbaia enough to 
sign him yet even in a season that has 
fallen apart has granted him sparse 
opponuuty to flourish. 

In Europe. Ketsbaia got one 
chance, scored oic goal. In the Eng- 
lish league he had also scored once 
before Saturday and then, coming on 
1 1 minutes from time as a subsiituie. 
he exploded. 

His goal wxs a message to Dalglish. 
His body, now Aat Ae shirt was re- 
moved. Is honed to eye-caicbmg mus- 
cular fiAess. His d^ire is, well, de- 
monic. But he knows Aat unless he 
starts 75 percent of Ne\vcu.sile's 
games his work permit will not be 
renewed by Ac British go\'emmem. It 
is that which provokes Ac show of 
anger and frustration. 

Maybe Aere is a solution. N'illa can 
release Milosevic to go where he 
wants, and recruit Ketsbaia to show 
what he inigbi do once appreciated A 
kind of overseas musical cbalra. 

Rob Hughes is on the staff of The 
Times of London. 

■ Colombian Joins Parma 

The Colombian striker Fausrino 
Asjnilla completed his IS billion lire 
($103 million) move from Newcastle 
to Parma on Tuesday, signing a con- 
tract until the end of the 2000-2001 
season. Reuters reported firrai 
Rome. 
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FOR MORE 


See Pages 4 & 6 


Hnancia/ Services 


FUNDING PROBIBIS? 

tot 

saunoKs 

CaGU 


BANCOR 


Bankable ^oaiGes h sNui lining 
hr vdfe piqeas: 

VENTURE CAPfTAL 

EQUITY LOANS 

REAL ESTATE 

long lenn GDbied 
Sinunri Guantees 

te|632|nM2H 
Tab (G32) 89H35B 

(CMimssion eaned on^ inm Rnsng) 
Bml 0 s ConniSMn AaaRBd 


financial GUARANTEES 

basance / Retisnnee boAM 
guaiartNS hr quaftad 
buCness pn^aos 
Tot S61-99B922 
561-998^ IfiA 
floepo^HoUMLaKoei 


ATTN: All independenl F^ianeial 

AdriaOiL I you ore hcMng hr eweirit 
conD^tbe (enn iiiNfaBca mes m 
sneedtf underaring ficni EuRpw.FU 
^contianies, wih ocelenl back W 
aUMiiUiJU cn. ert la » mhI Tto 
Colnr GrauO Tet ++44 1638 71^ 
Fax: *+44 1638 714304 E-mail: 
10(617 iCfTseccnpusme cam 


Hnanda/ Services 


World Wde Tinaidal Sermes 

VeiniB Caplal 
SMkMlUp 
lenasofCiali 
3 inartta-6 narAS'tt tnocOhs 
Bkta Look 
ssooffnsvp 

Mbk Older Ritancing 
Caii iHCia l MoriwBi 
Ml SI lAn 
PitfcStali 
nMB Pheemeni 
BnkasWikGm 

Td 212-7564242 
Fax 21^758-1221 

375 Pak Ave. NY, NY 10152 
Pihnlatile ReiahF SonwOmea leqtfed 
«mijai»ti^.GOin 


FUNDMGUMNS 
hou^ prtne Euopes) sauces. 
Cmn InsL be. fax 211972>9637 (USA) 


UNUWTED FUNDS AVAILABlf loi 
Sow Aqacjs and GoMmisn loans 
Send brW suienaiy to fac +1 602 777 
IB53 V E-mS. OrcUicQflBmom 


hnport/Eiqxut 


NOAUEXiNO 

LAR6E GRADER OF USED CLOTHING 
For Homai - men ■ diibai 
PfSMJM t DOMESTIC OUAUIY 
DBOM JEANS S OBW JACKETS 
ita bales. smaB bahs, bcMS. 
^ EUROPE. MD^. 
CatTRAL 8 SOUTH AUERKL 
TeC71MeG27S Foc71BG42-22S8 08 


bUTWG a selling brand names & 
iiBwy preducis tar Hd wold marbaiB. 
Gwraraeel Slock hi prices only. Cash 
paymaols & dsmUon Td. Paris *33 
nil 46^6885 Fax +33 ( 0)1 48594380. 
ifflemrt: *w«.m)s-im«nalional.coin 
E-net ntopaniOciitoMenwtb 


bnportlExport, 


WE EXPORT WORLDWIOE 
Branded sponsMsr, taatnear, wafches. 
aocessones, nye. etacponhs and nany 
oDiu {nducts. 

Pleese oomscl: 

TISA EXPOFtr CO.' 

TN: 20t-88&<69a, Fee 201-696-1631 
EHKft 103731 ZOGSOCQfflpmeneAxn 


FReiCH WINES: Quaity Ranch wines 
on oner at outatariftig pnees (Brand 
Rsd/Whle fiom Si IS per batUalAOC 
BoRleaux fiom $2]. hipanere leieit Rir 
quotes PTM Ranee +33 {0)14640 0093. 


vrmms FOR EXTORT h taeness 
46 years In US Beal prices Fax Ur. 
BuMnn. RwiiBoa. 310093-7406; 
E«ai PneniiYGknUeoauom 


SCRAP METAL MMS-l, 
tonesi prices, Mine oiriy. 
Fai USA: +854-4743806 


6SU MOBILE PHONES Wanted. Wa 
buy ^ sail any YpianM. London 
PtoC 0181 871 out Td Q$t) 500 749 


ROBUSTA COFFEE BEANS. African 
origin, lovesi prices. Telefax 
(^ + 954 4743006 


Ssfvited Offices 


ITAFFAIRES 

PARIS ETDILE 

Ractog the Ar de Tricnflm 
wibBUf oMoBB irib cemm 
Tar+33(0|1 44 17 1| 44 
Ftt +39 mi 44 17 18 « 



Serviced Offices 


START YOUR 
BUSINESS TODAY! 

Bininess sdAcecai, keniVMd oOhe^ 
meeing fabKes be Aulrta, BriWura. 
Brazi. Fuilend, France, Genany, 
Gnat attain, tody, NMhertRtoe, 
PnrtiqHL SnitorMi USA 

(8e8se coriax Sales Offios to 2ildi 

TeL +41-1 214 62 62 

Fax 441-1 214 65 19 

wvw.wrtiGneMcOT 


WORUHIIDE 
BUSINBS CSmiES 
NETWORK 


COMMERCIAL 
& INVESTMENT 
PROPERTIES 


Bentsfe 


PARS • LE aUNT LOUIS. cftaiMer 
commercial premises or oHIces. ^ 
SGRi, 60 sqm. basemen FF35.000 
tIDWy. Tel: +33 (0)1 45 67 SB 55. 


SAO PAULO, BRAZILPOR SALE 
Large property mth house. 2)ned resi- 
dem or ooiw i iei ua . Fax 1-SD36340196 


SAO PAILQ, BRAZL LjiKl fqr eate. 
Rlma locaim, 809 sgjx. near pi^ 
glous Averrida Paufsla m hnandaJ dfa- 
Dix Beal tor bank bmngie V c ff BeSlooo- 
ooivL Can orta ..£3366311 


Escorts S Guides 


BELGRAVIA 

ORCHIDS 

LOWON - EUROPE 

THE RNBT A THE MOST SBfCERE 
16-38+[irTERNAT1CfUL 
SEAinm I EtEGAST 
SECRETARES, AIR HOSTESSES & 
HODaS + AVAiXBlZ AS 
YOUR COWAtlON 34 HOURS 
Eecort Agency Cradt (tarda Wihtee 

TEL;LOffiON«44{0) 

0171 589 5237 


INTERNATIONAL ESCORTS 

'Beet In New Ywir He* Yoii Mag. 

World's FM A Uosl Esiain Sbvr 
U edid. Beauty QBBeae, Aetmies 
Entotaters, Hostessee. Seenteea 
Uiritiiigual Travel Co tnpwioni 
Also featured In imamannal Nm 
Made i TV. Aleo Ispes & PiNtoa aval- 
aM for SGtoettn CradB esds accepted 

Hdqtrs: 1-212-765-7896 

arllceeiRd4Scart8£oni 
USA A WORLDWIDE 


HIGH SOCIETY 

WoHdmde EiMuttvft Eieert Seivlee 
LOWON PAIBS ZmCH BRUSSELS 
PRAGUE (SMAKY USA 
HONG KONG BOIBAY 

HDQ ++44 (0) 7000 44447E 
EJUBj nbilMJiet 


SimzBaiUlUGETMAin'-GElGIUII 

44d1-2IMZ7 28 27 

anicfcOeneeiPieMPenie 
''rr’UBl MBim Wfallltafan CVluuui 
^m^DuwikMI Mieitli Duin- 
Otomseh Anlmetp * tJiaietooing 

LONDON: (6)171-878 6606 
COSUOS EacertAsancy • Cndk (tarda 


SUPER MODELS 

OFSCANDMAWA 

WORUniDE TRAVB.. 

444(0)7671656 899 

dmB caide Esomt Agin^ 


VENUS IN FURS 

Z4HR1III0R1DM0E ESem Sen^ 

LONDON 0171 362 7000 

Al canfa. Adnscs bocttqs nekane 


PARS 

AMSTERDAM 
APOLLO ESCORTS 

ssWseOapolD-conRBantsxom 
+3t2fL678M21/ +81044228-124 


ARISTOCATS Escort Senne 

BeaadU kdl PtiDto Hod* 

3 SboeiAaR St London in 
LoiBoa Td 0171 2SI UBQ 


fUROCOHTACT UTL 
Top keel A ti^ service NCtMnide 
PAIBS’CQPdtfMGrOENEKA'EURICK 
niVIERA’SnJSSaSlONDONVIBttU 
MUVrROIIEtal GERMANY 6 PRAGUE 
Escon Senrioe Vlaira ++43-1-S12 (MSI 


C9BS&I ES(»Rr semes 
SI D eeu flaiito Ftaee, London Start 
itt mn-osi 6813 


F^odMumsastass^emds 
HLW * ROME * TOP ESCORT 


LAUREN BLACK ELEGANCE Eicoit 

Serrica A RBe ntoeneeque is very 
beeiitihl Aveitable ee travel compsrinn 
Advance & ovenispii bookings. Ciadii 
cards. 2I^^^B63^, fee 2I2^$)G312. 


'ans 6 D0U5 ESCORT SERVICE* 
IIUN1KIHETrALY\0N(»N1>ARIS 
BSIEIiJX13EI«MNV'SPA»r8UISSE 
COTE D'AZUR’SCAKHNAVIA'TOKYO 
Tat +38 (Dj.SSS 0l8 0438 CraiB Cards 


ENGUSH4K)SE Prrirale Escort Mature 
Brand Fm FilenAi Liauy INS • uaHriff 
Arad London Tk oifr too 4144 
(34ln ' CiedI rads) 


G^ENEVA PRETTY WOMAN 

CMOS/ 346 OQ 89 feat Aaenv 
lAUSATHE ■ MCN1BEUX - B^- 
2URICH & travel wrldiide 



ANGOJOUE A FRIENDS 
Sbiviy Tbs Best EeoortSwMce 
London 24 he 0171 S86 oosg 




London TeMj 


BRIOGET Very benuUiiii. inettStf 
pwreie Private Escort Service 
London 6 U aa tau n UK dsii ei 296 


HU V'^**’*^'“U"T*AHEA 

Marais Escort Agency 

Phase cal 069 - 597 66 66 iroffl an 


gPLOGfCfflANKFUm'.DUfiSPLtiflaP 
*^«»*-^-HEIDElflEFe 
Qabrs Escoii Sonce ♦<9(0|in-B3?3357 


ESCORT SERVICE 
FRENCH SPEAKING 
LONDON only (n 7 l 262 2806 Afl Cm* 


FAB EASTERN LONDON; ffiTf 3 e 3 i 32 
A wn.lto Ban. Th». CMusa. 
"*y 5 Bn & Pfifappeio Esaw Agsrey 


‘ FRANKFURT ' MBnu ' 

Pr^EsoonSeivS 

Tel + 4 MI 71 ■ 624 45 S:. (My 34 fat 

wwwsriRBGlaii ^ 

S&USsS""*"*®*- 


023 > 731 go Bl 


UFE * VIEIMU • 1... 

[(^^.JJIV^SCORT service 
WBWA +*43- i.36h69i) 3l a«dl ckids 

Smeimodal 
Seiwc Hftuiw* A Ifli- 

q«Te4oi7,a35(ta 7r&iS*cite 

^WN CENTRAlIu™,, Blono- 
K** Escoij^Senrica. 

Trawteotriy Tat Mii aib sar 

ESCORT^ 

JSTlSSS^ ctaWe It re 

LoniloftPans *44 aj) girntj 


Coniineniai Eseorr"c«r*K-B 
JS ““"MIT ^ Ci*s pm* 


*B^-.RiANXFURT.2U^ 

■tARISMABCORTAGa^^ 

TBtOOSr-BIBaOTOTr^Cairfa 


H 8 • 24 hra 1 iSo m L 
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SPORTS 


Battle Goes to Duncan 

Bui Van Horn’s NeU Win War of the Rookies 


V 


The Associated Press 

In a contest featuring the two top 
rookies in the National Basketball As- 
sociaticMi, Keith Van Horn pm up 30 
shots but made only seven a gainct the 
San Antonio Spurs. Soil, the New Jer- 
sey Nets came up with a 95-84 victory. 

Van Horn had 21 points and 10 le- 
bounds while the Spore' rookie llm 
Dimean, who was the top pick in the last 
NBA draft, got 24' points and 17 re- 
bounds for the Spurs. 

‘'You can’t measure the Rookie of 
the Year by just one game,” Van Horn 

NBA Roundup 

said, ‘"niis one game doesn't constitate 
a whole season, otherwise a lot of guys 
would be up fm the award. Thm are a lot 

of games Im to see how it plays out” 

“I didn’t win,” Duncan said of the 
hyped nuuchiro between the top two 
NBA draft picks, pointing out the final 
seme. "I kn^ it was there, and I knew 
ft would he a big deal, bur 7 dido 'r dunk 
it would be this big of a deal” 

Prodded 1^ his coach, John Calipari, 
Van Horn shot at every opportunity. He 
met widi little succ^. But the Nets ^ 
help from Keny Kittles, who sem^ 19 
points, Sam C^sell, who collected 14, 
andJayscm'^^ams.whohad 10, along 
with 18 rebounds. 

‘ * Y ou 're goin^ to lookni the 30 shots, 
but let me e;tplam soinediiDg to you,” 
Calipari said. “Every time he lo^ at 
me, wbal do you think I’m saying? 
‘Shoot the ball. You’re here to shooL 
You're not here to pass. I've got enon^ 
passers. I want you to score and 
shooL’ ” 

Van Hmn hit his three 3-pomters 
early in the second quarter as the Nets 
expanded a 21-19 let^ to 35-23. 

■ New Jersey stayed ahead by double 
digits for most of the rest of Ox game. 

Jayson Williams of the Nets said Van 
Horn was the best player since Michael 
Jor^ — “so he should be allowed to 
take 30 shots just like Michael does.” 

Laker* 92, 89 In Inglewood, 

California, ShaquUle O’Neal had 35 
points, 15 rebounds and 7 blocked shots 
against his former team, but the Lakers 
bad to struggle for their 30tfa victory. 

The LakjCTS made only 40.2 percent of 
dieir field-goal attempts and missed 12 
free throws in 29 tries. 


SnpwSontos 114, RoelMts 80 The 

Roc^, playing at home, had tliear most 
l(^)sided loss of the season as diey went 
down for foe suefo time in seven gwnec 
Charles Baikl^ was held to 1 3 
as Houston play^ wifocNit hs injured 
stars, Hake^ Olajuwon and Clyde 




The SupO'&mics, who imimved 
foeariecOTd — foe best is the NBA — to 
32-8, shot lS-of-20 in foe thxid quarter 
to take an 89-60 lead. Gary rayton 
fmisbed with 23 poisB for the Somes, 
and Vin Baker bad 21. 

•taBSU, Ptetonsas In Salt T-aica City, 
Kail Malone had 30 points and IS r^ 
' bounds, and John Stockton had 12 
points and 13 assists to Utah, which has 
won six straight home games and 14 of 
15 after staiting the season 3-2 in the 
Delta Center. 

Grant Hill finished with 26 points, but 
missed 12 of IS shots from the field in 
foe second half. 

HoriMt* 109, ni pior i 99 Gleu Rice 
' scored 38 poin&, and Matt Gmger 
matcdied his career hi^ with 28 as host 
Charlotte snapped a mree-game losing 
sldd hours ana learning foey will be 
without Vlade Divac, their grairing cen- 
ter, for at least six weeks. 

Divac injured his left knee in a loss to 
Detroit last week and will nnet^rgo sor- 
genr tt> iqiair cartilage damage. 

luce broke oat of a tlizee-game slump 
by hitting seven of 3-point at- 
tempts. 

' Kniek* 99, C*liie* 92 New York blew 
an early a 21-point lead but stQl ex- 
tended its winning streak over v isiting 
Boston to 21 consecutive games 
AUanHouston and Chris Mills scored 
23 points apiece, and New Yoric ended a 
15-game stretch of alteniatiiig victories 
and losses. 

tsms 98, Kmgs 85 lo Philadelphia, 
the Sixera won their fonrfo straight as 
Allen Iverson had 24 points and 10 
assists, and Deirick Coleman had 14 
points and 14 rebounds. Jim Jacksem 
had 17 points, Mark Davis addol 14, 
and Theo Ratliff got 13 rebounds. 

Um berwolw** 117, ***‘|r|rffiT 109 Ih 

Minneapolis, the Timberwolves ejaeo- 
ded the lOD^t winning sti^.in fran- 
chise histoiy lo rix.games, beating Los 
Angel^, despite playing their third 
ga^ in 68 hours. Kevin Garnett had 20 
points, 7 rebounds and 3 steals. 



Mim lAidfilriiim 

The Houstem Rockets* Charles Barkley scoring against the Sonics. 

Duke Climbs Back to No. 1 


Blacks Angrily Ask Why 
So Few Are NFL CoaxJies 


By Mike Freeman 
Nw York Tunes Service 


The Associated Press 

Duke has returned to the top spot in 
The Associated Press college basketb^ 
poll, while far down foe list, Cincinnati 
has begun its climb back up the rank- 
ings. 

Duke reclaimed the top spot from foe 
team that bumped it out six weeks ago: 
Norfo Carolina. The Blue Devils (16-1) 
bad been No. 1 for two weeks before 

COLLBDE BASKSISALL 

losing at Midiigan. Norfo Carolina ( 18- 
J) jumped over the Blue Devils that 
we^ and held the top ranking until this 
week, when they suffered a loss at 
Maryland on Wednesday. 

C^innati, which be^ last season 
as No. 1, disintegrated as foe year went 
on. Now riding a nine-game winning 
streak, the Beared returned to foe Top 
25 at No. 21. 

In games of ranked teams Monday 
night, the Missouri Tigers upset foe 
thud-ranked Kansas Jayfaawks to foe 
third strai^tome at home, 74-73. lyron 
Lee, playing with a dislocated shoulder. 


hit two free throws with 1 1.4 seconds 
left for Missouri to clinch the victory. 

Victories over Kansas (21-3, 5-1 Big 
12) were highlights of the past two 
seasons for Missouri (10-7, 3-3). Last 
year, the Tigers handed the then 
ranked Jayhawks their first loss in 23 
games, 96-94, and in 1996, Kansas was 
rank^ No. 3 wfaen it lost. 77-73. But 
those victories were hardly sjuing- 
boards to success. Missouri was 16-17 
last season and 18-15 in 1995-96. 

St. JofM** 64, No. 8 Cennoctieut 92 

Lavor POstell scored all 1 3 of bis points 
in the second half, including a k^ 3- 
pointer. as St. John's upset Connecticut 
at Madison Square Garden. 

Sl John's (13-6, S-3 Big East) 
matched last season’s victoiy total with 
its fourth straight vicioty. Felipe Lopez 
led St John's with 1 8 points, while Rklty 
Mocue saved 18 to UConn (16-3, 6-2). 

TCU S3, No. 24 Hawaii 78 Malcolm 
Johnson scored 22 points, and Mike 
Jones had 20 as Texas (Thristian won at 
Hawaii. Lee Nailon added 17 points for 
foe Homed Frogs (15-4. 3-0 Western 
Athletic Conference). 


SAN DIEGO — As Super Bowl 
JOOQI descends on this city, Sher- 
mafl Lewis, the offensive cow^ator 
of tte (3FMn Bay Packers, is trying to 
keep a low profile. But that’s im- 
possible. 

Lewis is at the center of a racially 
charged and increasingly bitter debate 
over tile way bead-coaching vacan- 
cies are filled in the National Football 
League. Despite an impeccable rd- 
sumf that includes Super Bowl rings 
earned as an assistant with both ite 
San liancisco 49eis and the Packers, 
Lewis did not get an interview for any 
of foe 11 vacant head-coaching jote 
before foe regular season. 

The question being asked by some 
of the league’s 100 or so black 
sistant coaches is whether Lewis did 
not get interviews because he is black. 
Wifothe 1 1 changes before the season 
and two more afterward, in Buffalo 
and Indiansqiolis, 13 head coaches 
have been named in foe last two years, 
almost a 50 percent mrnover in the 
^team league. None of the replace- 
ments were black. 

There are three black head coaches: 
Tony Dungy in Tampa Bay, Dennis 
Gf^ in Minnesota and Ray Rhodes 
in Phila^lphia. Oakland and Dallas 
have bead-coaching vacancies. 

Angry about those numbers, a 
smaU group of - black assistants has 
privately about the possibUity 
of filing a class-action discrimination 
suit against the NFL. Th^ have gone 
so far, as to speak to civil rights law- 
yers aboDt their chances and c^iois. 

The chance of filing such a lawsuit, 
some of these assistants said, was 
extremely small. 

“Right now,” one of them said, 
“it’s just talk.” 

The reason, another assistant said, 
is that a lawsuit could prove to be more 
detrimental than helf^ and that any 
assistant coach who became part of it 
would “end up like Curt Flood.” 
Flood, who challenged major league 
baseball ’s reserve system in court, was 


treated as an outcast Ity otvnetship. 

Tlie second assistant said a dis- 
criminatioa suit would set back re- 
laticHis between owners and black 
coaches two decades. 

“I would hope to God something 
like that would never hai^ien,” said 
Art Modell. owner of the Baltimore 
Ravens, who have more blocks in the 
fiont office and on foe coaching staff 
than any other NFL team. 

“You can’t make smneone hire 
someone. Frankly, there are some 
black assistants who say a lot of 
things but just aren’t qualified to be 
head coaefaitt. just like there are white 
assistants who aren’t qualified.” 

Bob Laznonte, who represents 
Lewis, said he has heard nothing of 
such a lawsuit but it would not sur- 
prise him. 

”1 do know this,” he said. “There 
was a veiy strong group of black 
assistants livid over foe fact Sheimm 
never got an interview. The>' are still 
livid.” 

Tlie NFL says it is trying hard to 
make foe playi^ field more level for 
black assistants. During meetings wifo 
a group of black coaches over foe last 
year, Cranmissioner Paul T^liabue, 
as well as several teams' geneim man- 
agers, stressed their commitment to 
iiiq>FOve minority-group hiring. 

ofHcials say tiie lack of black 
he^ coaches hircxl b the past two 
years is a matter of e:q)erience. Most 
coaches are hired after bebg eidter 
head coaches mcoU^orcooidinators 
m to pros. There are only a handful of 
black head coaches b major college 
ftmtall as well as a small number of 
black coordinators b foe NFL, even 
foough more dian 60 percent of the 
league’s 1,500 players are black. 

But m bterviews over to past 
month, a handful of black assistants 
made it clear they were tired of foe 
dialogue. Tto reason there are so few 
black head coaches is racism, they 
said, not a small talent pool or any- 
thing else. And foey said that if a 
black head coach was not hired before 
next season, drastic action would 
ne^ to be taken. 
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Sadondeb Otelo 27) Volenda 25 afc. 


WoyneBlodb Zhnb. def, BicffSIevea N. 
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AnliDlia 4Z 6-1 4Z 
Todd Wnodbifilg* Australia, del. Filip 
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Mebea U.S. det Sveikma Ki i vud U nii a 
BMgorta 4Z 74 (9-7). Sandrine Testud (9k 
Fr. det Leon Garda Sp. 4Z 42 
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1, 42 Ansdn Sandne Vloorto (7k Sp. def. 
Janet Lea Toisna 44 44 
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Tara Snyder, UA, def. PoMda H^Boutala 
tewda74(7-5),44. 

Ybke Ybtadda Jap. det Meradim Mc- 
Gmtl UA. 41, 43. Joswielte KraoeK, S. 
Afrfei det Ang^ Gavoldea Mex. 44 2-0 
ratirad. Brando SetMteAMorthydlkNUh. 
def. Mraton Manieka Aushfa 74 (56), 7-5. 

Lea GhbonB-Ruht R. def. Naaka Kte*. 
la Jopin, 14 74 41. Sonya Jeyoeeekia 
Canada det Song-HeePoili, S. Kate 470- 
7), 41, 74 Ydyuk BosuU Indanesla del. 
MeBen Ta U A. 47 {47k 43. 41. 

Barbara Rfibiac Ger. def. Eleno Tolotkm 
va Ukr. 41, 74 (73). Otgo Banbanaddko- 
va Belania del. Denlio OSodkova&edi R« 


42 64 Anna Knumikow, Riis. def. Koto- 
rfen StudmBwva SfawoUa 6-2 41, 

Elem Makanna Russia del. Laura Go- 
loisa H. 44 14 64 Elena LBihavtseva 
Ruste det Renee Rekl Australia 64 41 . 
HenrMa Nogyava Stovokla def. Ann VVuiv 
derf]clvUA.4Z4l. 

Mary Pierce (5), Pr. def . U Fong. CMna 4 
1 44 Amanda Codzer (3). $. Africa del. 
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R.4Z42 
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Uigina Ukr. 44 64 CHtao Morariu UA. 
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TRANSITIONS 


wmCMUL BABKEIBALL ASSOCUTWN 

QURUTTS -Scheduled C Vtode Ohrae for 
knee surgery Tuesday Sul could sMeBne Mm 
tar3inoiShs. 

SEW JEnsEY-agiRd P Jack Halev and F 
iCovier McDaniel Id theirSd IGdaycnnhacIs. 

SAeRAMBSTO-AdluaM F MkfiaU SnVh 
from Inluied Bet Put C Kevin Sahradert on 
Inluiedtat 


NAnOHAL HOCKEY LEAGUE 
CAUMRy-ReeaBed C EifkAndersaonofid 
G TVtarMoss ftnm Sabd John AHL 
CARCHJHA Reosslgned G Titpp Tracy to 
RldwiencL ECHL 

DAUAS Put D Rkfurd MoMdiuk on to- 
taled reserve list. Recoled UW June Lind 
framMicMaanoflhelHL 
DEnorr— Aellvaled D Amon Word from 
totaled fct Astagned D Ytai Cotabonky to 
AdirmtoctoAHL 
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OBSERVER 


ne Apartment Heist For Israel Philharmonic, 


_ By Russell Bake r 

N ew YORK — TTie ex- 
cesses associated with 
and Gomorrah, the 
days of Pompeii and the 
• jcministration of Ulysses S. 
are now visible in New 

York. 

Nowhere Is diegrossness of 
ullage more obvious or more 
*<whsoiiie than iaNew York's 
real-estate market. This isn’t 
surprising. Real estate is to 
New York what the after-din- 

ner orgy was to Rome. 

Nothing lights a fire in the 
New York eye or makes New 
York blood pound faster than 
news of a real-estate desper- 
ado extracting the wealth'of 
• the Indies fiom some hapless 
customer. Nothing makes the 
New Yorker roar widi pleas- 
ure more sorely than a ^oul- 
ish tale of compering apart- 
ment hunters racing the 
undertaker over a Unsold 
where the lone occupant of a 
decent apartment has just 
wheezed his last . 

Such was the stuff that 
passed for Manhattan dinner 
conversation even in the not- 
so-good-old days before the 
new barbarianism burst out ^ 
Wall Street Now that the gut- 
ters are awash in money, i^- 
estate stories reflect a state of 
depravity too advanced to be 
emunged by a mere 40 days 
and 40 nights of rain. 

Just laA week The New 
York Tunes carried a story 
that must have replied every 
civilized reader. The subject 
was the rental price of Man- 
hattan bousing for the well- 
to-do. Landlmi^ are now 
charging $23,C^ a month for 
their fancier digs. 

That’s not rent, it's a bank 
heisL What's more, this 
doesn't include groceries, car 
insurance, tip money for the 
doorman, skis for the slopes 
at Aspen, or the scratch 


needed to put the tenant’s 
youdifol i^uce into Man- 
hattan's private schools. 

Public school would be 
madness. Once word got 
around the playground' mat 
the youngster's father was 
paying $300,000 a year in 
rent, somebody, possibly die 
principal, would tempted to 
try his sl^ at kidnapping for 
ransonx Private schools know 
tins, and charge according. 

Tie great bull market of Ae 
Clinton Age has done forcon- 
roicuous consumption what 
fiee agency has done for base- 
ball players. It has made e:t- 
cess a way of life. 

In some ways the worst of 
it is what has happened to 
money’s repu^tion. Ooce, 
money was a thing to be re- 
spect^ Now it’s a trivial 
thing created with a piece of 
plastic at ^ ATM. Anyone 
nowadays who referred to the 
dollar as “the iiou man” or 
praised something for being 
“sound asadotlar” would be 
considered a lunatic. 


Can you still be corrupted 
by love of money now that 
money is no longer lovable, 
but only laughable, like the 
Ralph Bellamy character too 
laudable to get the girl? 

'Rie Times story on rentals 
parted that 60 pn^rties 
each fetched more than 
$300,000 in rentals last year. 
One agent, Beatrice Ducrot. 
told of oiTering a rental on 
Central Park West at $27,000 
a month: nine rooms “and a 
handful of terraces.” She had 
“people lined up, three or 
four deep. ... It rented in a 
day. Th^ tycoons do not just 
wait around,” she (^iserved. 

Indeed, why should our ty- 
coons wait around? Dawdle 
too long and angry Vesuvius 
may catch you disgracefully 
long on cash. 

A/eH' Ybri Times Seniee 


By Emanuel Krasovsky 


T el AVIV — American audiences may 
have been surprised over die two 
we^ to hear the Israel Philharmonic, con- 
ducted by Zubin Mdtta, play music by 
Richard Strauss, who w^ fora time president 
of the Reich Music Chamber in Hiller's Ger- 
many. The Mchestra has included Strauss’s 
' ‘Till Buienspiegel’ ’ in many of the programs 
on its coneni U.S. tour celebnUii^ the SOcb 
anniversary of the nation’s founding. 

As rece^y as four years ago, the music of 
Strauss, like that of the (^)enly anti-Semitic 
Ricb^ Wagner — whose were used 
by the Nazis on state occasions — wasbao^ 
in IsiwL These txuis received intemational 
aCEcatioa as atcempts to introduce Wagner’s 
music, paitioilarly. into the repeitoty of the 
HiilbarmODiC met with vigorous o(^)oshiod. 

But while the ban on Wagner holds, 
the orchestra has slipped several un^or 
works by Strauss into its rqiertiray in the last 
three years, including the “Symphonia Do- 
mestica,” which opeoed the current sub- 
scription season. Tnough the underlying is- 
sues have not lost their ability to inflame the 
public, “Tlil EuleospiegeL” wbetha in 
America or Israel, is now simply business as 
usuiU for the otch^ira. 

This is all a for cry from the balmy April Zubin M^t 
ni g ht in 19S3 vriien Jascha HeifoC^ on a tour 

five-year old Jewish state, was assaulted on a Jerusalem 
street after perfonning the Strauss Violin Sonara. That in- 
cident brought to the fore the co ntinuing debate, starkly 
intense in this musical countiy, about tbe public perfonnance 
of works by Strauss and Wagner. 

' Should they be a part of cultural life in Israel as tiiey are 
elsewhere? Is artistic merit the only criterion, or should 
humanitarian concerns niiUter mme? Doesn't a ban, official 


themselves? Is such a ban a frustrated expression of ^p- 
lessness or a symbol of remembrance: a legitimare reaction 
by a people against those who strove to destroy it? 

Fc^-nve years later, even as some of the works inqu^tion 
have found tteir way to Israel’s concen sta^, issue 
retains its cutting and remains grist for public prated and 

new^per editorials. Bni it is wot% lecalliag that Waller's 
music played a prominent role at the dawn of professional 
cultural'life here. In 1938, when Arturo Toscanini conducted 
tbe Palestine Orchestra (now the Israel Philhamvxiic) — a 
body assembled from European refugees by the violinist 
Brc^law Huberman — the program included ex c er p ts frtxn 
“ Urfiengrin. ” Toscaniiu was boycotting the Wagner shrine in 
Bayreuth, Germany, at the time, and his visit to raestine was 
as much an act of solida^ with the di^iossessed Jewish 
musicians as a protest against the Third ^icL 




a^'koneg^, or ^ . 
and Dostoyevdey. whose mu-Semit- 
ism was a matter of record? . , 

• In 1966, after the estabhshmeni of ^ 

diplomatic relations with West GennanjNtw 

philhafmonic managemeot to. 

lift the ban on Wagner and Strauss. An emo- 
tional outburst foUowed. 
ha^. At a special meeting of the mmar- 

' monicboanl Mehta sp<^ of Wagnff spi^ 

• in the histoiy of Western music Md flic im- 
portance of perfonning bis for tre 

^hestra’s pibfesaonal growtii-Ton^vaii; 

! Tbe management decisitHi was scrappw. 

" hii981,fliePliiIharmonicai^MMita^byUieii 

its director ad(^>ted a different stiaregy; 

Attiieendofaconcert,tlie“Liebesiod Wm 
Wagner’s “Tristan und ^Ide” would k 

' presented as an encme. Audience members mW 

w not care to listm c^d leave. Two players 


Zubin M^ta wants to do Wagner with the Israel Philharmonic. 

naJerusalem Jascha Horeosteio led the ‘^TWihauser” Overture a few 
lara. Tim in- months later, and the “Meisteisinger” Prelude was to open 
$bate, starkly the next season. But that perfonnance never Uxdc place. As 
: perfonnance rehearsals began, news of the KrisiaUo^fat in Germany 
reacb^ Tel Aviv. “On Saturday evening, an onscheduled 
il as tiiey are rehearsal was called befwe the conoen,” Uri To^tz, tiie 
n, or should orchestra's principal flutist from its incqrtion to 1^1, said 
i ban, official recently. “The m^g ement announced that the Wagner 


sibn of ^p- Strauss, meanwhile, had drof^red out of sight more quietly, 

mare reaction our first season, in 1936, Issay Dobren^ pnqros^ to 
/ it? conduct a Strauss work,” Toeplitz said “Hubennui, in a 

ksinqu^tion Iriler. refused firmly: No woik by a prerident of the Reich 
l£c issue music bureau is welcome.” 

Icprote^and Like tbe Philharmonic, the state broadcasting authority 
hat Waller's and Us Jerusalem Symphony ignored those composos and 
f professional also performers active in tiie Third Reich, like Wilhelm 
ini conducted Puitwaagler, Herberi von Karajan, Qisabeth Schwarzkopf, 
rnuxiic) — a Walter Giesekiog and Wilhelm Keraprf. 
the violinist Heifetz,mvokingthepriDcipleofaitislicfreedoAinl9S3, 
Mt c er p ts frtxn was unable to effect change despite bis near legendary 
goersfarioeio status. ' . 

raestinewas But soul-searching continued. Was Israel nnwittiAgly 
eased Jewish borrowing a page frtxn the book of tiiose who had 

Mendelsroim in Germany? Didn't the boycott al Wagner 


fonnanoe collapsed. 

‘Tdo not respect Wagner at all as a humM 

bang, but I cannot slay away frMn his music, 
Mehta sniH recently. “In fact 1 have an 
sessive lovefor it When my musicians finally 
play ‘Tristan,’ they will instinctively under- 
hand so miid i mexe of what came after, be- 
cause ttinricany we ate eating the fruit the Wagner tree, ^ 
we do not see the tree. My frustration is that because of this 
love I have for die man's creativi^, 1 cannot play his music 
whh my favorite orcbesaa.” . . o 

At foe rime, Mehta was accused of insensitivity. But tte 
mn^teal communit y rose quickly lo his defense, and the 
Israel philbaimottic named hitn music director for life. 

On another front, Avi Hanani, who look over foe music 


ban on- conqiosefs. “Mind you, we held no festival 
Richard Strauss but went on eiqiloriiig his work hep by step,' ’ 
Hanani said. A couple of years later, Wagner's turn came. 
“To foose wto expressed leservations, I explained we were 
not cift^ng anybody's name,” Hanani said. “But it is ow 
dnQr in a democracy to assure frM access to 'mforroation.' ' 

To(foy, even as foe controversy has narrowed to W^ner 
alone, attitudes differ and tensions smolder. When the or- 
chestra decided to 'play Strauss, Stamuel Schnitzer, formeriy 
tile chin».f editor of Maariv, canceled his Philharmonic sul> 
scription of long gtanding. “FoctiO years it was possible to ^ 
witboQC this music,” he said. “Did anything efinnge now?" 

Emanuel Krasovsfy, who is on the faculty cf the Sanmcl 
Rubin Academy ef Music at Tel Aviv Umversity. wrote this for 
The New York Times. 
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Chanel and Lacroix Are Tripping the Light Fantastic 


By Suzy Menkes 

/nr^nufficMui HenU Tribune 


P ARIS — Karl Lagerfeld 
leaped back into Coco’s 
embrace, and the union be- 
tween foe powerful de- 
signer and the eternal Mademoi- 
selle has never looked so fruitful as 
at Tuesday's Chanel show. 

As a model stood on foe salon 
stairway, in a tin^ jacket and flar- 
ing skirt, worn insouciantly with 
heels, a cluster of jewris and 
diamond teardrops on cheeks and 
on dK tuUe hair net, the spirit of 
Coco was reincarnate 
“1 had to — tius is her house, 
and you can't do here the tind of 
spectacle show I have done in the 
past.” Lagerfeld said. 

He was referring to staging foe 
show at the Rue Cambon salon, 
where client Nan Kempner remi- 
nisced how Coco was crouching 
on ti» stsuis when she came to buy 
agoing-awayoutfitln 1952. Susan 
Gutfreund ^so remembered her 
Tirsi visit at age 16. Their take on 
the new show? In unison, a gasp of 
joy and one word; “dazzling.” 

And so it was — not in a razzle- 
dazzle way, but in the elegance, 
refinement and apparent simpii- Chanel's slU' 
city that was, as the client Co- 
rinne Ricard said. ' * light as a breeze. ' ' 

it was also devilishly clever. Because things that 
seemed so throw-away simple — say foe swii^- 
little knit skirt — turned out to be traced in tiny 
beads on tulle. Or a white silk wave-patterned 
jacket, where the threads were hand-braided lo end 
in a fringe at the hips. 

Apart from clunfy diamonds foat struck a heavy 
note above slithering evening dresses, the col- 
lection was faultless. And those dresses, cut from a 
sinsle piece of satin foat broke like a wave over an 
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Chanel's slithery double dress, left, and Lacroix's fairy'-ti^t gown. 


dresses, either layered in black, or white but shim- 
mering with paillettes or silver embroideries. 

Also nu^cal was the link between past and 


Tbe result was pure enchant- 
ment — fashion as l^t and gauzy 
as the Victorian fairy paintings that 
had inspired foe show. But dm was 
not foe tbeater-loving couturier 
sending out costumes toTinkabell 
music on die dappled runway. 

Sweet sighs from the aufoenoe 
summed up foe mood: If yon conld 
End some place to go in tiiese eth- 
ereal dres^, you would snatch 
them off tbe nrodels' backs, grab 
foeir flower-patterned shoes and 
curling feather headdresses in 
tender colors. 

It takes a lot to turn a romantic 
fantasy into runway reality, and in 
tiiis s^w Lacroix surpassed him- 
self. ^ven that you accept him as a 
decorator in foe Ugfot-handed 
French tradition that prodneed Ro- 
coco and foe Paririan patissler, you 
could not ask fOT a nxxe vivid 
imaginatioa, more delicate hand- 
work nor more succulent mixes of 
color, lone and fotric. 

Behind the magic, there was a 
snucture: curving jackets over foe 
little dresses that opened the show; 
evening dresses corseted or sculp- 
ted to nestle on foe bosom. But on 
them went dewdrop beads, 
scattered flowers like fallen Stars, a 
wmulus eS tuUe sleeves or buttons 
shaoed into roses. Sometimes La- 


fiuune, as foe small heads in their tulle skullcaps (icofored tuUe pieces like a bird of paradise. 


tulle. Or a white silk wave-patterned bobbed above linear 1920s-style dresses. Even foe 
lere the threads were hand-braided lo end embroideries seemed modem when ftower petals 
i at the hips. were scattered like confetti. By foe time foe bride 

rom clunfy diamonds that struck a heavy flipped her tulle train down tbe stairwell as Lager- 
re slithering evening dresses, foe col- feld took his bow, the audience was cheering. 

IS faultless. And those dresses, cut from a The actress Charlotte Rampling sumined up the 
ce of satin foat broke like a wave over an magic that only Lagerfeld seems to be able to 
:s. were a couture moment when foe com- capture in couture: * 'So timeless but catching other 
IS pure simplicity. rimes,” she said. 

yw started by making a new flared knee- Christian Lacroix was in Fairyland. In his Mid- 
irt look adorable, and tbe new wrapped summer Night's Dream, there was Titania being 
elongated cardigan its ideal parm^. dressed by her fairies: Cobweb painting tulle dawn 


plex seems pure simplicity. 

The show started by making a new flared knee- 
length skirt look adorable, and tbe new wrapped 
jacket or elongated cardigan its ideal parm^. 
For foe day wear, foe diamond feather pins mixed 
in a rubble of faux pearls updated exactly 
the Chanel style. So did barely-there evening 


pink and pale blue; Peasb[oss<Hn snipping it into 
ragged tura: Mustardseed plucking a bluebell and 
turning it into a dainty purse. 


For foe colors, tfaiiA lilac, sugared-almond pink, 
faded-hydrangea blues and sudden dragonfly-wing 
flashes of green or fritillary yellow. The jewels 
were delicate, translucent and fairy-like. 

But why fairies? 

“Just bwause we live in a period when there is 
not much enchantment around,'* said Lacroix as he 
took foe backsDge bravos. 

Far froin Fa^land was the collection of linear 
dieses with twists of draping in Josephus Melchior 
Thimister's show — aJfoou^ be too us^ tulle 
folded to give decorative effects witiiout embel- 
lishment. For a ready-to-weat collection, tiie Dmcb- 
btxn desigiur showed clean, modem clothes, bm 
foey were hard fo read as new-geoantioc couture. 


croix would reduce nis fancy confections to a sleek 
coatdre» in while guipure lace, or a column of 
rumpled tulle. Alternatively, a coat was in mui- 


T HE 1998 Polar Music 
Prize was awarded Tues- 
day to the Indian utarisl and 
composer Ravi Shankar and 
the American soul Ibgend 
Ray Charles. Shankar, 77, 
was honored as a moiacf i) 
bri^e-builder between East 
and West, and Charles, 67. 
was bailed for inflaencing 
generations of singera and 
musicians. The winneis will 
reedve - 1 miHion kronor 
($125,000) each at the prize 
ceremony in Stocldioltin on 
May ir 


The surviving members of 
Mooty Python will leamte 
for the fiiBt time since 1989 at 
tbe fourth annual U.S. Ccxn- 
edy Arts Festival in Aspen, STAR WAS 
Colorado, in March. The fes- police car al 
rival will feature a reiroreect- serving a 90 
ive and a tribute to John 
Cleese, Ten 7 GiDlani, Eric Idle, Terry 
Jones and Michael Palin as well as to Gra- 
ham Cbapmao, who died in 1989. 

□ 

Bruitte Bardot, tbe French film star 
tumetf animal rights can^gner, was fined 
Tuesday fbr’ctxnments she made about the 
Islamie ritual of slaughtering sheqi. A Paris 
court fined her 20,0^ francs ($a,2S0) for 
racial slura and indring racial hatred. Another 
court bad fined Bardot 10,000 francs last 
October for the same offdise. 


A spokeswoman for Elizabeth Hurley 
said the nimor that foe actress-model has a 
new beau is “completely ridiculous” and foat 
she and Hugh Grant are still togefoer. The 
New York Prist, cititt|| sources it didn’t identi- 
fy, had said foe British community in Hol- 
lywood was buoing about a romance be- 
tween Hurley and Lord John Somerset, a 
free-lance record producer who is separated 
from his wife. Hurley and Grant are in New 
York ftizmng the romantic comedy “Micirey 
Blue Eyes,” which Hurley is producing. 


Ewan McGregor stars as Nick Leesoo in 
“Rogue Ttader.'^a movie based on foe im- 
pri^ed trader’s book. Leeson's nearly $1.38 
billion in losses led to foe 1995 collapse of 



The AewirtaMol ft tiw 


STAR WASH — The actor Christian Slater washing a 
police car at the La Verne, California, jaiL where he is 
serving a 90-day sentence for attacld^ his girlfriend. 

Idle, Terry Barings Bank, and be is now serving a six- 
ell as to Gra- aod-a-half-year term in prison in Singapore. 


Pat Boone has received tbe inaugural Mi- 
chael foe ArcbaDgel Award from tbe National 
Association of Chiefs of Police. The group 
has for two years sent families of slain of- 
iicers a message of consolation that includes a 
tape of Boone's songs about officers injured 
or killed in foe line of duty. Boone said that 
after civfl disturbances in foe 1960s and 
1970s, he wrote “Won't Be Home TcxiigbL' 
about an officer killed in 'a drug bust. “1- 
wanted to humanize foe police.” Boone 
"1 wanted these songs to be played on foe 
radio, to counteract the thinking that law 
eafoFcemraris our enemy.” 


Tbe Icfoby of a new biuldiDg on Rupert 
Murdoch's 20fo Centuiy-Fox lot in Los' 
Angeles featoies a 36-focx-high (11-meter) 
moral of tbe media mognl's fingerprint — 
specifically the index fitter of his ri^t 
“It’s a version of the portrait of the leader that 
yon might see in tbe lobby of an old office 
boildmg,” tbe aitisL Tony Berlant, said in 
The New Yorker. “You might say he’s point- 
ing tbe way.” The mural has 10 panels, each 
made of dozens of pieces of tin cut into ateiract 
shapes, nriled to a wooden backing and 
painted in colors of foe C^omia landsc^ie. 



Dominique de MeniVs Thanks to Houston: She Said It With Art 


I Jlpfl ft Hv* (lUHfl 

Dominique de Menil devoted herself to putting the city on the art map. 


By Sam Howe Verhovek 

Nen Yort TUkiZ ServKe 

H ouston — D ominique de Menil died on the last 
day of 1997. ax (he age of 89, and in the days since 
there has been a steady outpourii^ of tributes and fond 
remembrances of this remarkable ait collector and 
{foilanthropisL a frail woman with tite strongest of wUls 
whom Peter Maizio, the director of the Museum of 
Fme Arts In Houston, describes simply as “foe single 
greatest cultural force in foe history of Houston.” 

She has been equally cetebraied for the influence 
foat she and her husbai^, John, had on the politics of 
the city. It began with foeir very early, very public 
support of a pro-mtegi»ioD slate of candidates for foe 
school board in foe 1^$ — not that de Menil ever 
really bofoered to separate her feeli^ about politics 
and culture. 

‘ ‘She had a double pa^ion for truth and beauty, and 
for human dignity and fr^om,” said the Reverend 
Helen M. Havens, rector of Si. Stephen's Episet^ 
Church, in a sermon a few days after she di^ “She 
held together her passions for the ans and for liberty. 
To her. they were two sides of the same coin.” 
Menil once wrote, in the preface to a book about the 
Rothko Ch^l she built m Houston: “Through art. 
Cod constantly clears a path to our hearts.” 


With die human rights frxindation she established 
with former President Jimmy Carter, de Menil was also 
widely remembered for attracting international dig- 
nitaries to Houston, Hire tbe Dalai Lama and Nelson 
Mandela. And people recalled foe flair she h^ for 
attracting famous aitists to tbe city, inchidiDg the 
painter Rene Magritte, whom she once famously 
brought to tbe local rodro. 

A rectining theme of these tributes has been grat- 
itude and not a little wonder that after foe Paris-bom (fe 
Menil fled Nazi-occupied France and arrived here in 
1941. Houston remained her home. 

She built up the 15,(XX)-piece Menil Collection, an 
eclectic assemblage that ranges from antiquities and 
the Byzantine period to tribal art from me ^ifre 
Northwest to 20th-centuiy aitists like ^casso, Calder 
and Warhol. Tbe Menil holdings ate routinely de- 
^Tied as one of tbe greatest (aivaie art collections in 
the world, and she was woora by o^iais in Paris, 
New York imd elsewhere to move iraii $ <wne p ]arft elM. 
But it remained in Houston, and all of it is open to tbe 
public fiee in a building that was by foe 

Italian architect Renzo Piano, an elegant cbmbinatitxi 
of wood, steel and glass. 

Nearby are two strik^ pieces of architecture in foe 
form of Dondenominational chapels, aiy * open to the 
public. One has a soies of Rodiko paintin gg and the 


other 13fo-ceatuiy Byzantine frescoes from Cyprus 


endeavors, including the Museum of Fine Arts and 
several large exhibitions devoted to woik by black 
artists. 

Why Hottstm? 'Dte decisUxi to come to what was 
foen a conQdete cultural outback had absolutely noth- 
ing to do wifo ^ Her famfly foitone came frexn foe 
Schlumberger oil-field services, and Houston was 
where foe actitm was. But long after she inherited the ! 
foitune, she and her husband could Iteve easily moved, 
and th^ nevi^ did, even as foe five chUdies in this ait- 
oriented family all gravitated 'to New York Gty. 

Instead tiiey devoted tiieraselves to putting Houston 
on the art map. 

“They really created this notion that Houston didn't > 
have to be a backwater,” Maizio said, “that there was 
this potential, paraculariy wifo all the wealth that was 
growing here^ for Houston to become an important 
cuitnnil center.” 

Paul ^^nkler. the director of the Menil Collection, 
recalled foat de Menil once joked foat foe lack of great 
culture she and her husband encountered in 1940s A 
Houston actually was a g^t inspiration. “She said: « ■ 
‘If 1 had remained in P^, I probably never would 
have been such a collector. There's so much culture' 
there already.' ” Winkler recaUed. 







